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Among  the  desiderata  of  literature,  histories  of  our  great 
Houses  may  be  specified.  Goodly  tomes,  devoted  to  this 
species  of  research,  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  chief 
cities  of  Continental  Europe;  and  our  transatlantic  bre- 
thren, of  late  years,  have  exhibited  their  characteristic 
energy  in  supplying  us  with  genealogical  publications  of  no 
common  merit.  Nationally,  we  are  lagging  behind.  Should 
we  desire  the  story  of  some  old  race,  we  may  open  a “ Peer- 
age,” or  a “Landed  Gentry,”  and  find — what  the  industri- 
ous compilers  onl}^  professed  to  offer — dim  tracings  of  the 
Family’s  annals  and  achievements.  But  these  shadowy 
outlines  fail  to  supply  our  curiosity.  We  ask  for  more 
than  an  array  of  names  and  dates.  We  require,  not  the 
dry  anatomy,  but  the  living  restoration  of  the  Departed. 
We  sigh  for  what  remains  to  be  done,  yet  what  cannot  be 
accomplished,  until  the  sealed  muniment-chest  give  up  its 
treasures,  and  the  silent  record-chamber  admit  the  labo- 
rious student  into  an  exploration  of  its  mystic  recesses. 

To  most  rules  exceptions  may  be  found.  The  piety  of 
a few  individuals  has  done  much  towards  rolling  away  our 
reproach  about  Family  Histories.  Good  and  gifted  men 
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occasionally  have  entered  this  field  of  labour,  and  their  zeal 
lias  been  crowned  with  no  unmeet  reward.  Honourins: 

O 

their  ancestors,  they  have  achieved  honour  for  themselves. 
The  brilliant  books  with  which  they  have  favoured  us  may 
be  likened  to  Valhallas,  in  which  we  find  the  Imagines 
^^ajorum^  each  in  its  place,  shedding  grace  and  beauty  on 
the  scene  around  them.  As  representative  writers  of  these 
specialties,  we  may  name  the  late  Mr.  Drummond,  for 
England ; the  Earl  of  Lindsey,  for  Scotland  ; and  the 
Marquis  of  Kildare,  for  Ireland.  Well  have  they  laboured, 
affording  to  others  of  rank  and  station  the  most  engaging 

o o o o 

precedents  to  follow  their  footsteps. 

In  his  valuable  compilation,^  Lord  Kildare  restricted 
himself  to  that  branch  of  his  princely  house  with  which  he 
was  immediately  connected ; and  to  others  he  left  the  com- 
pilation of  materials  for  the  Desmond  history.  The  task  is 
onerous,  yet  inviting;  and,  with  unfeigned  diffidence,  it  is 
now  attempted.  Herewith  we  commence  a series  of  articles 
that  will  prove  (as  we  expect)  of  national  importance. 
Inedited  Geraldine  papers,  obtained  from  the  Public  Re- 
cord Office,  London,  from  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Irisli 
Academy,  and  from  private  (‘collections,  will  be  presented 
successively  to  our  readers.  These  will  comprise  pedigrees 
of  the  Fitz  Geralds,  both  by  Irish  seannachies  and  English 
genealogists  ; original  letters ; extracts  from  wills  and 
deeds ; and  a variety  of  other  unpublished  evidences.  The 
incidents  of  the  title,  from  its  creation  to  its  extinction, 
will  be  followed  ; and  much  curious  information,  hitherto 
unknown,  respecting  collateral  branches — such  as  the 
liouse  of  Dromana,  and  that  of  Fitz  Gibbon,  known  as  the 
White  Knight — will  be  supplied.  Lithographs  and  wood- 

' “ The  Earls  of  Kildare,  and  their  An-  quis  of  Kildare.”  Third  edition.  Dublin  : 
cestors,  from  1057  to  1773.  By  the  Mar-  Hodges,  Smith,  and  Co.,  1858. 
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cuts  will  occasionally  illustrate  our  articles;  and  annotations/ 
where  they  are  deemed  necessary,  will  be  subjoined  to  the 
^ text. 

We  have  taken,  for  our  opening  paper,  Thomas  Rus- 
\ sell’s  important  “ Relation  of  the  Fitz  Geralds  of  Ireland.” 
f We  learn  from  its  title,  that  this  compilation  was  made  in 
I the  year  1638;  and,  from  the  body  of  the  treatise,  it  ap- 
I pears  to  have  been  intended  for  one  of  the  nobility,  whose 
! name  has  not  come  down  to  us.  Of  the  author  very  little  is 
known.  He  was  probably  of  English  blood ; for  his  sym- 
pathies were,  on  the  whole,  with  the  English  administra- 
tion. His  father  (he  tells  us)  served  the  Ingens  rehellibus 
exemplar^  Garrett,  the  unhappy  sixteenth  Earl  of  Desmond ; 
and  the  “ Relation”  is  valuable,  because  the  author  not 
only  gleaned  from  books  and  manuscripts,  but  wrote  down 
events  as  detailed  to  him  by  men  who  had  participated  in 
them.  Some  of  his  portraitures  were  limned  for  him  by 
. those  who  had  personal  acquaintance  with  the  individuals 
described ; and  characteristics  of  mien  and  manner  in  the 
' Geraldine  leaders,  that  would  have  been  long  since  forgot- 
* ten,  are  thus  preserved  to  us.  The  morbid  state  of  the 
i great  rebel  Earl’s  mind,  induced  by  his  lengthened  capti- 
j vity  in  the  Tower,  and  amounting  (as  our  author  shows) 

, to  fatuity,  throws  a strong  clear  light  on  his  eventful  his- 
' tory.  Russell’s  sketch  of  the  gallant,  though  misguided, 
James  Fitz  Maurice,  is  calculated  highly  to  exalt  him  in 
I our  appreciation ; and  his  account  of  the  other  chieftains 
is  fraught  with  interest. 

In  the  “Historic  Doubts,”  Horace  Walpole  Succeeded 
i in  his  untiring  quest  after  the  identification  of  the  long- 

;i 

* By  reason  of  the  great  length  to  which  with  each  article ; hut  they  will  appear 
1 our  materials  for  illustration  in  many  at  the  end  of  the  text  of  this  and  the 
j instances  extend,  foot-notes  are  not  given  subsequent  papers. 

B 
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lived  Countess  of  Desmond.  For  help  in  clearing  up  the 
mystery,  he  expressed  his  obligations  to  a correspondent, 
who  supplied  him  with  a remarkable  extract  from  a then 
“ recently  published,  but  unnamed  work.”  It  was  soon 
after  ascertained  that  this  book  was  Dr.  Charles  Smith’s 
well-known  “Ancient  and  Present  State  of  the  County  and 
City  of  Cork,”  the  first  edition  of  which  was  published  in 
1750;  and  in  which  the  passage  referred  to  by  Walpole’s 
informant  occurs  in  volume  ii.,  page  37.  As  a Geraldine 
authority.  Smith  yet  occupies  a foremost  place.  His  state- 
ments have  been  in  every  instance  corroborated.  In  foot 
notes  he  referred  to  “ Russel;”  “ Russel’s  MS. “ House  of 
Desmond  MSS. and,  in  one  place  (vol.  i.,  pp.  48, 49, note), 
where  he  dissented  from  Sir  John  Davis’s  statement  about 
the  decapitation,  A.D.  1467,  at  Drogheda,  of  Thomas, 
eighth  Earl  of  Desmond,  he  gave  another  account,  “ accord- 
ing to  Russel’s  history  of  this  house,  which  I have  in  ma- 
nuscript.” Antiquaries  were  perplexed  by  these  references 
of  Dr.  Smith.  The  more  astute  deemed  the  “ MS.”  of 
Russell  only  an  anticipation  of  Sir  Walter  Scott’s  enigma- 
tical “ Old  Play.”  Others,  less  distrustful,  assigned  it  to 
the  Boyle  collections  preserved  at  Lismore  Castle.^  At 
last,  we  are  enabled  to  solve  the  problem,  and  to  print  m 
extenso  this  excellent  contribution  to  the  history  of  the 
illustrious  Fitz  Geralds. 


* Among  the  latter  is  to  be  placed  the 
late  Archdeacon  Rowan,  In  his  “ Olde 
Countesse  of  Desmonde,”  pp.  10  and  11, 
our  accomplishecl  friend  mentioned  the 
authenticated  information  about  this  won- 
drous personage,  obtained  by  Horace 
Walpole  from  an  “ unnamed  work;”  and 
he  proceeded  in  this  manner ; — 

“ This  authority  we  now  trace  to  be 
Dr.  Smith,  the  historian  of  Kerry,  Cork, 
and  Waterford,  who,  in  his  ‘ History  of 
Cork,’  gives  the  passage  transcribed  for 
Walpole,  and,  as  voucher  for  his  state- 
ment, refers  in  a foot  note  to  the  ‘ Russell 
MSS.,’  but  without  telling  us  where  these 


MSS.  are  preserved,  or  from  what  source 
derived.  The  probability  is,  that  they 
form  part  of  the  collections  at  Lismore,  to 
which  Smith  often  refers,  and  to  which, 
while  compiling  his  County  Histories,  ho 
was  granted  a free  access.  At  all  events, 
the  further  and  full  investigation  of  the 
subject  has  quite  sustained  the  assertion 
of  the  ‘ Russell  MSS.’  on  this  point.” 

Our  readers  will  see  that  this  plausible 
conjecture  was  without  foundation,  unless 
we  are  to  suppose  that  the  original  auto- 
graph of  Russell  may  have  been  seen  by 
Smith  amongst  the  Insmoro  MSS.,  and 
be  still  preserved  there. 
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We  derive  it  from  a fair  transcript,  made  about  tlie 
close  of  the  seventeenth  or  commencement  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Association, 
through  the  courtesy  of  its  possessor,  the  Earl  of  Besbo- 
rough,  by  the  Rev.  James  Graves,  the  unwearied  Secretary 
of  this  Society.  The  “ Relation”  forms  portion  of  a ma- 
nuscript 8vo  volume,  bound  in  calf,  of  which  the  first  part 
is  a philosophical  treatise,  from  a Parisian  edition  of  1651, 
pp.  119,  with  Index  of  three  pages.i  Then  follow  some 
genealogical  transcripts,  of  which  we  give  the  titles  — 

I.  Mb  Thomas  Russell’s  “ Relation  of  the  Fitz 
Geralds  of  Ireland.  Written  in  the  County  of 
Clare,  22°  die  Octobris,  Ann°  Dom.  1638.” 
(pp.  87.) 

II.  “The  Pedegree  of  the  Geraldines  of  Desmond  from 
Oterus  of  Windsor  to  Maurice  Fitz  Gerald,  who 
first  came  to  the  Conquest  off  Ireland  with 
Richard  Earle  Strongbow  in  y°  16^^  yeare  of 
the  Reigne  of  Henry  2*^  King  of  England.  And 
from  the  sayd  Maurice  to  James  Eitzgarrett,  the 
last  Earle  of  Desmond  of  that  name  : togeather 
with  some  other  branches  and  familyes  that 
descended  from  y°  said  Maurice  in  Ireland.” 

(pp.  10.) 

II  I.  “ The  Pedegree  of  y ° Whyte  Knight,  togeather 
with  some  Passages,  relating  to  y°  Kn*^  of  the 
Glinne  or  Valley,  formerly  called  the  black  Kn^‘, 
and  y°  KnH  of  Kerry,  who  was  also  called  y° 
Greene  Kn^^  and  y°  younger  brother  who  was 
y°  Lord  of  Clenlish.”  (pp.  41.) 

y “ Totivs  Philosophise : Hoc  est  Lo-  Comienatore  et  Elemosynario  Regio.  Pa- 
gicse,  Moralis,  Physicse  et  Metaphysicse,  risiis : Apud  Fransiscvm  Piot,  prope  Fon- 
capitaclaraque  Compendia.  Auctore  C.  F.  tern  Sancti  Benedicti  et  in  Conuentu  Fra- 
d’Abra  de  Raconis,  Almae  facultatis  trum  Minorum,  M.  DC.  LI.”  This  date 
Theologicse  Parisiensis  DoctoreNauarrico,  gires  the  earliest  period  for  the  transcript. 
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1 Y.  “ The  Pedegree  of  the  Fitzgeralds  of  Dromany  in 
y®  County  of  Waterford,  comonly  called  Lords 
of  y®  Decies  ; Sprung  from  the  Earles  of  Des- 
mond, & are  a Branch  of  y^  Family  : Written  to 
satisffye  the  curiosity  of  some  persons  ; & like- 
wise to  show  the  various  pretensions  to  that 
Estate,  by  w'"^  y®  right  title  may  be  destin- 
guished.”  (pp.  30.) 

Y.  “ The  Pedegree  of  the  Most  Noble  House  of  Or- 
mond. By  Richard  Lawlesse,  of  Killkenny, 
Gentl.’'  (pp.  76.) 

Of  the  history  of  this  interesting  volume  it  is  only 
known  that  it  at  one  time  belonged,  about  the  first  quarter 
of  this  century,  to  the  late  Peter  AYalsh,  Esq.,  of  Balline, 
near  Besborough,  Co.  Kilkenny,  an  untiring  collector  of 
manuscripts  and  antiquities  relating  to  Ireland,^  from 
whom  it  probably  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  then 
Earl  of  Besborough,  to  whose  estates  Mr.  Y^alsh  for  many 
years  filled  the  post  of  “ Agent.” 

It  remains  to  give  honour  to  whom  honour  is  due. 
AVith  a munificence  worthy  the  race  whence  they  are 
sprung,  two  brothers  (Maurice  Fitz  Gibbon,  Esq.,  of  Cro- 
bana  House,  county  of  Kilkenny,  and  A.  Fitz  Gibbon, 
Esq.,  C.  E.,  of  London),  have  undertaken  to  supply  the 
charges  attendant  on  the  publication  of  these  papers.  Nay, 
even  beyond  this,  they  have  made  journeys  to  Geraldine 
localities,  explored  the  arcana  of  Prerogative  Courts,  and 
met  the  heavy  outlay  attendant  on  the  transcription  of 
documents.  As  we  reflect  on  their  disinterestedness, 
shining  the  more  brightly  in  contrast  with  the  general 
apathy,  we  can  only  exclaim,  “ 0!  si  sic  omnes  P' 

* These  collections  have  been  hopelessly  Piltown,  county  of  Kilkenny,  whose  mu- 
dispersed  ; most  part  having  passed  into  seum  was  sold  by  auction  in  London  seve- 
the  hands  of  the  late  Mr.  Anthony,  of  ral  years  ago. 
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M""  Thomas  Russell’s  Relation 
of  the  fitz  Geralds  of  Ireland, 
written  in  the  County  of  Clare 
2 2°  die  Octobris  Ann°  Dom.  1638. 

Particularly  and  Principally 
relateiny  to  the  Nolle  and  Auncient 
house  of  the  Earles  of  Desmond,  ivho 
sprang  from  Maurice  fz  Gerald, 
the  same  Nolle  Auncestor  of  this 
family,  as  well  as  of  that  illus- 
trious family  \of  the  Earles  of 
Kildare. 

Tite  Fitz  Geralds  of  Ireland,  men  of  approued  valour,  were  without  ques- 
tion descended  from  the  auncient  Trojans,  when,  that  famous  citty  of  Perga- 
mus  beeing  vtterly  layd  waste  after  ten  yeares  seidge,  all  her  Princes  slayne 
in  battailes.  Prince  -^neas  only  surviueing ; who  beeing  the  close  conceale- 
ment  of  Poliscena,  Priam’s  most  beautiful  daughter,  was  banished  by  the 
Greekes,  and  followed  by  a gallant  and  warlike  crewe  of  martiall  youths, 
who  surviued  theyre  natiue  countryes  destruction. 

The  Auncestors  of  0^  Fitz  Geralds  were  of  them  who  followed  him 
in  his  exile.  -<F]neas,  after  haueing  slayne  King  Tumus  in  battaile  in 
Italy,  where  after  many  yeares  tedious  and  perilous  trauell  he  arriued, 
and  marryed  Lauina,  King  Latinus  his  daughter,  he  became  the  sole 
monarch  of  Italy  : and  his  posterity  many  yeares  and  ages  enioyed  that 
kingdome.  Part  of  the  land  he  assigned  to  the  rest  of  the  Trojans  to  inha- 
bite.  Amongst  others,  the  Auncestor  of  the  Fitz  Geralds  did  sett  downe  his 
rest  in  that  part  of  Tuscany  where  now  the  noble  citty  of  Florence  stands. 
Dureing  his  owne  and  his  posterityes  abode  in  Italy  they  boare  not  the 
sirname  of  Geraldine,  for  that  name  they  assumed  after  theire  arriuall  in 
England.  For  William,  Duke  of  Kormandy,  pretending  to  haue  a better 
title  to  the  Crowne  of  England  then  King  Harold  had,  haueing  made  sun- 
dry requests  to  the  said  Harold  to  restore  to  him  y®  kingdome,  but  not 
obtayneing  it,  he  began  to  leauy  forces  to  gett  the  same  by  force  of  Armes, 
which  beeing  generally  knowne,  diuerse  braue  men  out  of  all  parts  of  Eu- 
rope resorted  to  the  sayd  Duke ; among  which  number  a younger  brother  of 
this  House  from  which  our  FitzGeralds  are  descended  was  one;  who,  beeing 
well  followed,  was  accepted  by  the  said  Duke,  and  charge  giuen  him  in  the 
Army.  All  things  beeing  ready,  they  tooke  shipping,  and  landed  in  England 
in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  1067.  And  a bloody  battell  was  fought  att  Battell 
Abbey,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  betweene  y®  sayd  Duke  and  King  Harold, 
in  the  which,  notwithstanding  the  English  did  behaue  themselues  uery  va- 
liantly, King  Harold  was  slayne,  and  the  kingdome  absolutely  conquered 
by  Duke  William,  who  quietly  seized  and  possessed  the  same,  and  libe- 
rally rewarded  his  valliant  followers  with  ample  and  large  possessions. 

Thus  farre  haue  I followed  the  sundry  opinions  of  severall  authors  con- 
cerning the  originall  of  the  Geraldines,  who  in  this  diuision  made  by  the 
Conqueror,  had  giuen  vnto  them  the  Castle  and  Lordship  of  Windsor, 
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which  they  enjoyed  vntil  the  tyme  of  Walter,  the  son  of  Otteriis.  This 
Walter  had  issue  three  sons.  The  eldest  was  named  William,  from  whom 
the  Lord  Windsors  are  descended.  His  second  son,  Robert,  from  whom 
Robert  Devereux,  now  Earle  of  Essex,  is  descended ; and  Gerald  of  Wind- 
sor for  his  third  son ; w'"^  Gerald,  being  married  to  the  daughter  of  Rice, 
y®  greate  Prince  of  Wales,  had  issue  by  her  Maurice  Fitz  Gerald,  from 
whom  descended,  in  the  right  lyne,  Thomas  Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Justice  of 
Ireland,  buried  att  Tralee,  in  the  County  of  Kerry,  haueing  issue  John,  his 
eldest  son,  the  first  Earle  of  Kildare,  1316 ; and  Maurice,  his  second  son, 
the  first  Earle  of  Desmond,  1328,  2 Edw.  3.  Kow,  for  the  manner  of 
theyre  comeing  into  Ireland  in  anno  1169,  thus  it  was. 

Dermott  Mac  Muroghoe,  in  those  dayes  called  King  of  Leinster  (one  of 
the  five  Prouinces  of  Ireland  as  it  stood  then  deuided),  haueing  stolne  away 
the  marryed  wife  of  0 Melaghlin,  King  of  Meath,  weaned  y®  webb  of  the 
destruction  of  the  other  Kings  of  Ireland,  and  of  his  owne  alsoe,  to  beare 
the  rest  company.  The  King  of  Meath  craueing  aide  from  the  other  Irish 
Lords,  as  well  to  recouer  his  Lady,  as  toreuenge  the  wronge  done  to  him, 
haueing  theyre  assistance,  made  sharpe  and  cruell  warres  against  King 
Dermott,  who  not  beeing  able  to  withstand  theyre  ioynt  forces,  his  owne 
followers,  & complyces  (to  auoyd  the  danger  of  ciuill  warre)  did  vtterly 
forsake  ; and  he  beeing  at  last  forced  to  fiye,  forsooke  the  country,  goes  for 
England,  hopeing  to  receiue  succour  and  ayde  from  the  King  of  England, 
Henry  y Second,  then  engaged  in  the  warres  of  France,  Dermott  M®Mur- 
roghoe  repaires  vnto  him,  whom  the  King  both  courteousley  and  gratiously 
receiued,  pittyed  his  cause,  and  promised  ayde  and  assistance. 

The  fugitiue  Prince  desires  to  be  restored  to  his  former  estate,  promise- 
ing  a yearely  tribute.  King  Ilemy,  then  vnable  to  spare  him  any  out  of  the 
Army  of  France,  writes  letters  w*'^  Dermott  ouer  into  England  to  Richard 
Strongbow,  Earle  of  Chepstow,  willing  and  comanding  him  out  of  hand 
with  all  the  forces  he  could  make  to  repayre  for  Ireland,  and  by  force  of 
Armes  to  restore  to  King  Dermod  his  former  estate,  with  a reseruation  of 
the  rest  of  the  kingdome  to  his  Majesty.  The  Earle  of  Chepstowe,  sir- 
named  Strangbow,  being  a haughty  minded  man,  and  haueing  spent  and 
consumed  the  greatest  part  of  his  substance  and  inheritance,  as  well  in 
prodigall  housekeepeing  as  other  royotous  disorders  ; and  glad  howsoeuer 
to  fynde  out  some  course  to  rayse  his  fortunes,  accepted  of  the  charge,  and 
prepared  with  all  celerity  possible  for  the  Irish  warre  a gallant  number 
of  right  worthy  men,  armed  them  well,  haueing  shipping  and  all  things 
ready  for  such  an  enterprise. 

The  cheife  leaders  of  this  vndertakeing  were  S'"  Maurice  Fitz  Gerald, 
S'"  Robert  Bariy,  S*'  Robert  Fitz  Stephens,  Myles  Coggan,  Redmond  de  La 
Groze,  ancestor  to  the  Lord  of  Kerry  and  Lixnawe,  and  diuerse  others — 
all  men  worthy  to  be  registered  in  the  booke  of  fame.  To  be  breife  (my 
intent  and  purpose  being  not  to  write  a history),  here  in  Ireland  they 
landed  neere  Wexford,  where  many  bloudy  conflicts  & skirmishes  past 
betweene  them  and  the  Katiues  of  the  land.  Soone  after  arriued  the  Earle 
Strangbow,  to  whose  command  the  rest  are  obedient.  The  cheifest  cittyes, 
as  Dublin,  Wexford,  Waterford,  and  Limericke,  were  wonne,  with  a good 
part  of  y®  kingdome  alsoe  victoriously  conquered,  & King  Dermod  in  his 
kingdom  re-established.  King  Henry  the  2'*,  then  accknowleged  for 
Lord  of  Ireland,  who  beeing  mjmdfuU  of  ye  good  service  done  by  the 
right  worthy  gentlemen,  did  very  bountifully  reward  every  one  of  those 
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noble  leaders  and  cheiftanes  according  to  theire  deserts  with  ample  and 
large  possessions,  whereof  some  of  theyre  posterity  att  this  day  doe  eojoye 
and  possesse  some  parte. 

Maurice  Fitz  Gerald,  as  he  was  in  5*ears  the  eldest  of  these  vndertakers, 
the  rest  being  neerely  allj'ed  vnto  him  in  blond  and  consanguinity ; so 
was  he  next  the  Earle  (I  speake  it  without  envy)  the  cheifest  in  estima- 
tion, as  by  theyre  following  acts  may  appeare,  being  rewarded  by  King 
Henry  w‘'^  sufficient  lands  to  maintayne  his  state,  wherevnto  he  himselfe 
added  by  his  valour  and  purchase,  and  after  left  a good  expectation  to  his 
posterity  for  seaven  descents,  both  for  wealth,  honor,  and  reputation, 
boare  the  whole  sway  in  the  prouince  of  Munster ; whose  aspireing  great- 
nesse  being  much  feared  by  the  Clan  Capce  and  the  rest  of  the  Irish 
Lords ; in  secrett  wise  they  consulted  how  to  worke  the  ouerthrow  of 
Thomas  Fitz  Gerald,  then  Justice  of  Ireland ; who  beeing  with  his 
sonne  and  heyre,  John  Fitz  Thomas,  with  some  small  forces  vpon  some 
peice  of  service  for  the  King,  and  passeing  from  Kerry  into  the 
fastnesse  of  Desmond,  an  ambush  was  layed  by  M*^Carty e-more  and 
the  rest  of  his  confederates  to  take  them  vpon  advantage.  Thomas 
Fitz  Gerald  seeing  himselfe  betrayed,  and  noe  meanes  of  escape  left 
him,  hee  encounters  the  enemy,  and  there  after  too  much  tryed  valour, 
with  the  slaughter  of  a greate  number  of  theyre  aduersaryes,  both 
the  ffather  and  the  sonne  fell  by  the  swords  of  theyre  trayterous  and 
frindlye  foes ; for  this  M'^Cartye  More  was  son  in  law  to  Thomas  Fitz 
Gerald,  Lord  Justice  of  Ireland.  At  this  tyme  the  whole  Race  of  the 
Geraldines  of  Munster  were  vtterly  destroyed,  an  infant  of  one  yeare  old 
only  remaineing.  This  young  child  was  called  Thomas,  the  only  son  of 
John  Fitz  Thomas,  both  beeing  slayne  (as  you  haue  heard)  by  the  Irish. 
This  young  babe  at  the  tyme  of  his  father’s  death,  beeing  nursed  and  fos- 
tered at  Traley ; the  report  and  rumor  of  this  ouerthrow  comeing  thither, 
suddainly  the  nurses  running  forth  cryeing  and  lamenting,  the  childe  was 
left  all  alone,  when  a monkey  that  was  kept  in  the  house  tooke  him  out  of 
the  cradle,  carryed  him  to  the  topp  of  the  castle,  there  vnwrapped  him  out 
of  the  swadling  cloathes,  licked  and  lapped  the  childe,  and  folded  y®  child 
vp  in  the  cloathes  againe,  and  (contrary  to  the  expectation  of  such  as 
beheld  them)  brought  him  down  againe  in  safety,  and  left  the  sayd 
child  where  first  he  found  him,  and  finding  the  nurse  setting  by  the 
cradle,  gaue  her  a sound  boxe  on  the  eare,  as  it  is  thought  thereby 
warneing  and  admonishing  her  to  looke  better  hereafter  to  her  charge. 
You  may  be  sure  this  is  noe  fable ; for  he  euer  after,  during  his  life 
tyme,  boare  the  name  of  Thomas  an  Appa.  Thomas,  growing  to  age,  was 
a uery  noble  man,  and  very  fortunate  in  pursueing  reuenge  for  the  death 
of  his  parents,  and  rayseing  his  house  to  greate  honours,  it  beeing  almost 
vtterly  extinguished  : when  he  dyed,  he  left  issue  Maurice  Fitz  Thomas, 
the  first  Earle  of  Desmond. 

1.  Maurice  Fitz  Thomas  was  created  Earle  of  Desmond  by  King  Ed- 
ward the  thirde,  in  An°  Dom.  1328,  in  the  second  yeare  of  that  king’s 
Raigne  : he  was  marryed  to  the  daughter  of  Geoffry  Morryson,  then  Lord 
Justice  of  Ireland,  with  whom  he  had  in  dower  the  Island  of  Kierry  and 
the  whole  Seigniory  therevnto  belonging.  This  Earle  was  feared  of  his 
enemyes,  and  well  beloued  of  his  freinds ; and,  haueing  charge  from  the 
King,  he  went  with  an  Aimiy  to  the  kiugdome  of  Scottland,  where  haueing 
committed  an  infinite  harme,  and  loaden  with  the  spoyles,  lie  returned, 
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bringing  from  thence  greate  booty es.  The  Earle  Maurice  Fitz  Thomas, 
liaueing  from  the  King  y®  supreame  command  of  a fiieete  at  sea,  scowred 
the  Irish  sea  or  Ocean,  at  that  tyme  much  infested  with  mercylesse  pyrates,  ■ 
and  dureing  hislyfe  kept  the  Irish  in  due  subiection  to  the  Crowne  of  Eng- 
land. He  lined  a greate  age  in  greate  wealth,  honor,  and  reputation,  he 
standing  allwayes  in  good  grace  and  fauonr  with  the  Kings  of  England.  ' 
He  was  Earle  of  Desmond  two  and  fifty  yeares,  and  dyeing  left  his  Earldome  i 
of  Desmond  to  his  soune,  Maurice  Oge  Gerald,  Anno  1380.  j 

2.  This  Maurice  Oge,  the  son  and  heyre  of  the  above  Maurice,  suc- 

ceeded his  father  in  the  Earldome  of  Desmond,  of  whose  Acts  there  is  | 
small  mention  or  relation  made,  in  regaid  he  lined  but  two  yeares  after 
the  death  of  his  tather.  ,i 

3.  John  Fitz  Morrice,  brother  to  the  last  Earle,  Maurice  Eitz  Maurice,  ' 
(who  dyeing  without  issue),  was  Earle  of  Desmond  for  1 2 yeares ; A most  1 ! 
worthy  braue  man,  who  dureing  liis  life  had  much  to  doe  with  the  Irish  j j 
Lords,  who  would  not  well  brooke  to  see  theyre  auncient  patrymonies  in 

y*  hands  of  outlandish  men,  so  tearming  the  sept  of  the  Geraldines  ; And, 
dyeing,  left  a legitimate  sou,  named  Garrett,  Anno  1394. 

4.  Garrett,  son  and  heyre  to  the  last  Earle  (as  is  sayed),  was  Earle  of  i 
Desmond  full  tliirty  yeares,  who  was  alsoe  dureing  that  tyme  a very  power-  I i 
full,  Avise  man.  And  some  Avould  haue  it  belieued  that  he  had  some  skill  j 
in  magicke;  he  was  one  of  a proper  stature  and  proportion  of  Body.  Bee-  > 
ing  very  old,  he  payed  nature  its  ineuitable  debt,  leaueing  issue  behind 
him  three  sonnes — Maurice,  John,  and  James  Fitz  Garrett,  Anno  1424.  ) 
This  Maurice  Fitz  Gerald  was  indeed  Earle  of  Desmond  in  1425,  not  fully  ( 
one  yeare,  and  dyed  AAuthout  issue  (so  that  he  is  hardly  reckoned  in  the 
number  of  the  Earles  of  Desmond).  He  left  the  Earledome  to  his  brother,  j 
John  Fitz  Garrett,  as  good  a pennyworth  as  he  receiued  from  his  father. 

5.  John  of  Desmond,  second  son  of  Garrett,  succeeded  as  heyre  to  his  p 
Brother  ^Maurice,  lately  then  deceased,  beeing  a gallant,  resolute,  and 
braue  gentleman  ; but,  before  there  was  any  greate  occasion  otferrd  him  to  ' 
performe  any  braue  actions,  he  was  vnfortunatelye  droAvned,  passeing  over 
the  Riuer  Suire  goeing  to  Clonmell,  the  first  yeare  of  his  Earledome,  Anno 
1426,  haueing  ksue  Thomas  Fitz  John  Gerald,  in  Avhom  the  pernitious  dis-  i 
ease  that  infested  his  posterity  (though  not  all  of  them),  euen  to  the  last  1 
Act  of  the  most  tragicall  ending  of  Garrett,  beheaded,  first  tooke  rooteing.  j j 

6.  This  Thomas,  the  son  of  John,  succeeded  his  father  and  vnckle,  his  jl|  I 
noble  and  illustrious  progenitors  in  the  Earledome  of  Desmond;  but  not  11; 
in  theyre  noble  qualityes  and  behaniour ; for  he  fell  into  a forgetfullnesse  of  Ij 
his  duty  and  allegiance  to  the  CroAvne  of  England;  and,  being  held  by  the  ' 
State  a dangerous  man,  he  Avas  apprehended,  and  compelled  to  enter  very  j| 
good  and  sufficient  security  for  his  future  loyalty,  where\"pon  tAvelve  Lords 

of  the  English  pale  became  bound  for  him  and  his  forthcoming.  With  ' 
him  it  happened  according  to  the  generall  rule  of  Fhysitians;  That  a , 
hott  ague  is  dangerous  ; The  relapse  thereof  after  critical  dayes  too  perni-  j 
tious,  and  the  second  relapse  irrecouerable.  For  he  beeing  the  second  tyme 
suspected  and  accused  openly  for  Rebellion,  and  not  dareing  to  appeare 
to  iustifye  himselfe,  the  Bonds  were  forfeited — yea,  and  estreated  too  . 
to  the  vttermost — to  the  generall  undoeing  of  most  of  those  Lords  who  u 
were  bound  for  his  appearance.  The  Earle  himselfe,  after  many  windings 
and  turneirigs  A^p  and  do  Avne  the  Realme,  and  wanting  both  friends  and  ' 
mealies,  at  last  hee  left  the  Land,  and  fiedd  to  France,  Avliere  he  dyed  in 
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banishment,  Anno  1446.  His  lands,  goods,  liueings,  and  Seignioryes  ^vere 
by  Act  of  Parliament  reuerted  to  the  Crowne  of  England ; and  this  was 
the  first  spott  and  y®  first  misfortune  of  this  kynde  that  befell  the  Eitz 
Geralds  since  theyre  arrivall  in  Ireland.  Soe  that  the  foolish  Earle  lost 
most  vnhappily  all  that  for  which  his  renowned  Ancestors  brauely  fought. 
Hee  ruled  the  Earledome  of  Desmond  full  twenty  yeares. 

7.  James  Fitz  Garrett,  third  sonne  of  Garrett  the  Earle,  alias  Garrett 
Idony,  vnckle  to  the  last  Earle  [and  (as  I haue  seene  it  in  auncient  write- 
ings  belonging  to  S'"  John  Eitz  Gerald  of  the  Deces,  who  sprung  from  this 
Earle),  the  seauenth  Earle  of  Desmond],  was  by  the  King  of  England  re- 
stored to  his  former  honors,  dignities,  estates,  and  blood,  and  succeeded  his 
nephew,  Thomas,  who  dyed  in  France.  I fynd  it  as  well  recorded  in 
writeiiigs,  as  commonly  spoaken  by  men,  that  this  man  was  an  excellent 
Earle,  both  for  martiall  discipline  and  ciuill  goverment.  During  fine 
3’eares  space  hee  ruled  his  Country  as  Earle  of  Desmond  ; and  at  length, 
when  he  dyed,  A°.  1457,  left  the  Earledome  whole  and  entire  to  his  eldest 
son,  Thomas  Fitz  James  (haueing  noe  other  issue  saue  Garrett  Fitz  James  of 
the  Deces). 

8.  This  Thomas  Fitz  James  immediately  after  his  fathers  death  suc- 
ceeded him  in  all  his  lauds,  diguityes.  Lordships,  and  happy  fortune,  vn- 
till  about  the  latter  end  of  his  age;  for  then  ineuitable  fortune  played 
with  him  as  with  many  others  of  his  qualitye  and  greatenesse.  This 
Earle  was  marryed  to  the  Lord  Barry,  Viscount  Buttevant,  his  daughter, 
by  whom  he  had  a good  issue.  Alsoe  he  was  called  most  commonly  the 
greate  Earle  of  Desmond,  and  was  fauoured  by  King  Edward  the  fourth,  in 
whose  tyme  he  lined  and  flourished,  haueing  followed  the  fortune  of  the 
said  King  dureing  those  long  and  bloody  warres  which  past  betwixt  the 
two  Princely  houses  of  Yorke  and  Lancaster.  The  Earle  beeing  an  actor 
in  those  nyne  battailes  which  were  fought  between  King  Henry  the  Sixth 
and  Edward,  Earle  of  iMarch ; the  victory  at  last  falling  to  Edward  by  the 
death  of  all  the  Princes  of  the  house  of  Lancaster,  Henry  the  Seauenth  only 
excepted.  The  winning  of  y®  Crowne  cost  King  Edward  much  blood ; 
haueing  lost  his  father,  Kichard,  Duke  of  Yorke,  and  his  brother,  the  Earle 
of  Buttland,  with  diuerse  others,  brave  and  gallant  men.  Among  whom 
Eichard  Keuill,  the  greate  Earl  of  Warwick,  is  worthily  accounted  the 
cheife.  He  was  slayne  at  Barnett  feild,  beeing  in  his  dayes  the  setter  vp 
and  puller  downe  of  kings.  Finally  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  after  he  had 
raigned  thirty-eight  yeares  Kinge  of  England  and  France,  lost  both  life  and 

1 Crowne,  beeing  cruelly  murthered  in  the  Tower  of  London  by  Eichard, 
^Duke  of  Gloucester,  King  Edwards  brother.  The  whole  race  of  the  house 
I, of  Lancaster  beeing  vtterly  rooted  out,  the  young  Earle  of  Eichmond  only 
' excepted.  King  Edward,  of  that  name  the  fourth,  heyre  of  the  house  of 
Yorke,  being  in  quiett  possession  of  the  Eealme  of  England,  and  not 
vnmindfull  of  the  good  service  done  for  him  dureing  those  Ciuill  Warrs  by 
Thomas,  Earle  of  Desmond,  in  reward  whereof  he  makes  him  Lord  Deputy 
of  Ireland,  with  many  other  gifts  and  favours,  he  sent  him  to  his  gouern- 
ment.  The  Earle  being  ready  to  take  leaue  of  his  Majestye,  the  King  tooke 
him  aside,  and,  by  way  of  friendship  and  secrecy,  demanded  of  him  what 
fault  worthy  of  reprehension  the  people  found  in  his  new  begun  gouern- 
ment,  that  he  himselfe  knowing  it,  the  error  might  bee  amended.  The 
Earle  demanded  libertye  to  speake  his  mind  freely ; which  being  granted, 
hee  told  the  King;  The  greatest  fault  any  man  would  lay  to  his  Mnjestyc 
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was  the  vnequall  and  too  low  match  hee  made  when  he  marryed  Eliza- 
beth Gray,  late  wife  to  S"  John  Gray,  Kn“-,  slayne  at  the  first  battaile  of 
St.  Albans,  beeing  too  vnfitt  a match  for  his  Majesty,  shee  being  his  sub- 
iect ; adding  farther.  His  best  course  was  to  cast  her  off,  and  to  ioyne  and 
linke  himselfe  to  some  greatc  and  powerfull  Prince,  w**'  whose  assistance 
hee  might  be  able  to  maintaine  his  newly  conquered  kingdomes,  and  to 
leaue  an  assured  estate  thereof  to  his  posterity.  The  King,  knowing  well 
the  loyall  disposition  of  the  Earle  of  Desmond,  and  that  what  hee  spake  in 
that  private  conferrence  was  in  loue  and  loyallty  to  his  Majesty,  gave- him 
thankes;  adding,  furthermore.  That  he  was  full  glad  that  that  fault  of  his 
did  hurt  to  noe  man  in  particular,  but  to  himselfe  only.  Desmond,  thus 
haueing  had  his  dispatch,  and  alsoe  haueing  a great  desire  as  well  to  come 
home  as  to  come  to  his  gouernmeut  of  the  kingdome  of  Ireland,  tooke  his 
last  leave  of  his  Majesty,  came  for  Ireland,  tooke  vpon  him  the  gouern- 
mciit  of  the  kingdome,  which,  for  seauen  yeares  space,  hee  both  nobly  and 
discrectely  managed,  and  discharged  his  command  ; and  after  countermand 
hee  came  home  to  his  country,  where  pleasantely  he  lined  and  ruled  for  a 
long  continuance  of  time,  vntil  his  most  tragicall  death  happened  in 
manner  following : — 

King  Edward,  vpon  some  discontent,  grew  angry  with  the  Queene, 
Elizabeth  Gray,  his  wyfe  ; and  shee,  beeing  a proud  Lady,  replyes  to  the 
King’s  words  with  bitter  speeches.  His  Majesty,  therevpon  growing  into 
farther  choler  and  anger,  vttered  these  following  words : — AVell  (sayd 
hee),  had  I followed  my  Cosen  Desmonds  aduice,  your  pride  had  bin 
abated  long  since ; which  speech  the  Queene  observeing,  gaue  way  (if  not 
wisely,  yet  craftily)  to  the  King’s  displeasure,  imagined  and  thought 
thereby  that  the  Earle  of  Desmond  meant  towards  her  noe  assured  good 
Avill.  Nott  very  long  after  the  sajM  King  and  Queene  beeing  reconciled, 
the  Queene  would  needes  know  what  aduice  the  Earle  of  Desmond  had 
giueu  his  Majesty  concerning  her.  King  Edward  thinkeing  it  lay  not  in 
her  power  any  way  to  endanger  Desmond,  told  her  what  past  in  conference 
betweene  him  and  the  sayd  Earl  touching  her.  The  Queene,  a spightfull 
woeman,  sought  and  studyed  out  meanes  how  to  bee  reuenged  vpon  the 
Earle,  which  to  bring  to  passe  she  stole  the  King’s  priuy  scale,  and  then 
directed  a warrant  or  command  formaly  therewith  sealed  to  ye  Earle  of 
Worcester,  who  then  was  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  commandiug  him  upon 
sight  thereof  to  putt  the  Earle  to  death.  The  warrant  was  noe  sooner 
come  to  the  Lord  Deputyes  hands,  but  hee  sent  for  the  sayd  Earle  of  Des- 
mond to  come  to  him  to  the  Towne  of  Droghedagh,  a place  somewhat] 
remote  from  Munster,  and  whither  the  sayd  Earles  freinds  and  allyes 
could  not  easily  come.  As  soon  as  the  Earle  of  Desmond  came,  without! 
any  kind  of  examination,  or  la5’eing  any  certaine  criminall  offence  to  hi^ 
charge,  he  was  made  shorter  by  the  head,  to  the  greate  astonishment  oU 
the  whole  nobility  of  Ireland,  beeing  att  that  tyme  there  presente.  This 
Earle  Thomas,  att  the  tyme  of  his  death,  left  issue  hue  braue  sonns,  who 
heareing  of  theyre  father’s  death,  or  rather  most  tragicall  and  vnexpected 
end,  tooke  it  very  impatiently,  and  with  Banners  displayed  sought  and  in- 
tended to  be  reuenged.  Now  King  Edward  himselfe  heareing  of  this  most 
tragicall  death  of  the  most  worthy  and  illustrious  subiect,  was  herewith 
wonderfully  offended.  The  Queene,  from  whome  the  whole  mischeife 
proceeded,  fledd  and  tooke  sanctuary.  The  Lord  Deputy  was  sent  for  out 
of  England,  and  appeareing  before  y®  King  and  Councell  in  his  owne  de- 
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fence,  shewes  his  commission  for  the  execution  of  the  Earle  of  Desmond  ; 
yett  all  his  excuses  would  not  serue  the  turne ; off  goes  his  head  from  his 
neck  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  angry  Ghost  of  Desmond.  Thus  you  see 
this  nobleman  came  to  his  death  by  the  deceipt  and  malitious  workeing  of 
the  Queene  Elizabeth  Gray.  His  hue  sonns  in  pursueing  reuenge  burned 
and  spoyled  the  country,  not  only  in  the  prouince  of  Munster,  but  alsoe  in 
the  prouince  of  Leinster,  euen  to  the  gates  of  Dublin,  none  dareing  and  none 
being  able  to  resist  theyre  martiall  strength.  King  Edward  heareing  how 
things  past  and  were  in  Ireland,  wrote  ouer  to  the  sonns  of  the  sayd  Des- 
mond his  Majesties  letters  in  kind  manner,  aduiseing  them  not  to  blemish 
and  infect  thejTe  noble  and  auncient  houses  with  the  infamous  Note  of 
Rebellion ; protesting  for  his  owne  parte  that  he  was  most  sorry  for  and 
noo  wayes  guilty  of  theyre  fathers  death,  askeing  them  to  submitt  to  him, 
and  accept  of  theyre  general!  pardon,  which  he  sent  them  for  what  was 
past.  I'he  sonns  of  Desmond  immediately  vpon  receipt  of  his  Majesties 
letters  embraced  ye  motion,  accepted  the  pardon,  came  in,  and  were 
quietted.  The  King  did  grant  at  that  tyme  vnto  James  Fitz  Thomas, 
the  Earle’s  eldest  son,  the  full  and  entyre  libertye  of  County  Pallatine  in 
Kierry,  bestowed  the  castle  and  towne  of  Dungarvan  on  him  and  his  heyres 
for  euer,  with  diuerse  and  sundry  other  large  and  ample  priueleges,  all 
wKich  his  posterity  enioyed,  vntil  such  tyme  as  all  was  lost,  as  you  shall 
hereafter  learne. 

I told  (your  Lords^^)  that  this  Earle  Thomas,  who  lost  his  head  at 
Droghedagh,  had  issue  hue  sonns,  begotten  on  the  Lord  Barrymores 
daughter,  all  being  right  valiant  men,  and  four  of  them  were  successiuely 
Earles  of  Desmond ; the  fifth  son,  beeing  the  youngest,  whose  name  was 
Garrett,  had  the  Lordship  of  Coshbreedy  assigned  him  for  his  patrimony. 
This  Earle  Thomas  hee  likewise  had  a brother  called  Garrett,  from  whom 
the  Lords  of  Deses  are  rightly  descended.  His  eldest  son  w^as  named 
James  Eitz  Thomas,  his  second  son  Maurice  Eitz  Thomas,  his  third  sone 
Thomas  Moyle,  als.  bald,  the  fourth  son  John,  and  the  fifth  w’as  Garrett, 
the  heyre  of  Macollop  and  all  Coshbreedy,  part  of  whose  posterity  are  yett 
liueing,  and  the  surviueing  heyre  of  Maurice  Fitz  Gerald  (if  it  were  ques- 
tionable). This  noble  Earle,  of  whom  I haue  made  this  long  discourse,  was 
Earle  of  Desmond  twenty-foure  yeares,  and  ruled  his  country  with  greate 
vertue  and  manlike  vallour,  beeing  vnworthily  cutt  of  for  his  tryed  love  to 
his  Prince  and  King,  and  not  for  any  kind  of  extortion  and  Coyne  or  Livery, 
IS  it  pleased  S'*' John  Dauers  to  write  downe  in  his  booke  of  Ireland,  that 
■'s  Earle  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  held  att  Droghedagh,  was  beheaded  for 
tortion  of  Coyne  and  Livery. 

9.  James  Eitz  Thomas  succeeded  his  father  in  the  Earledome  of  Des- 
mond, beeing  reconciled  to  King  Edward  for  his  former  offence  in  the  reuenge 
of  his  fathers  death.  This  Earle  was  wyse  and  polliticke,  and  gott  much 
by  the  Irish,  but  in  the  heigth  of  his  prosperity  he  was  by  the  treachery  of 
some  of  his  vnfaithfull  followers  murthered.  An”  1480,  in  his  owne  house 
at  Raghkealy,  and  (as  some  haue  sayd)  not  without  the  priuity  of  his  owne 
brother  John.  The  sayd  James  was  Earle  five  w'hole  yeares. 

10.  Maurice  F"'  Thomas  after  his  brother’s  death,  who  dyed  without 
any  lawfull  issue,  came  to  the  Earledome,  and  for  his  tryed  and  approued 
vallour  had  the  sirname  of  Morris  the  Warrelike  coraonly  giuen  him. 
During  his  tyme,  he  w'as  euer  a scourge  to  the  disobedient  Irish,  still  en- 
largeing  and  augmenting  his  terretoryes  to  the  losse  of  his  neighbours.  Hee 
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alsoe  persisted  during  his  tyme,  and  stedfastly  continued  in  his  duty  of 
allegiance  to  the  Crowne  of  England,  and  at  last  dyed  in  much  honor, 
fame,  and  reputation,  and  was  worthily  esteemed  of  both  by  his  freinds  and 
foes,  having  comanded  as  Earle  of  Desmond  full  thirty  yeares.  "^This  Earle 
he  tooke  the  Lord  of  Muscry  prisoner,  whose  whole  generation  did  still  in- 
wardly greiue  to  heare  or  see  the  prosperitye  of  ye  Geraldines  groweing  to 
soe  lofty  a heigth  of  greatnesse  as  then  they  came  vnto  ; but  notwithstand- 
ing it  lay  not  in  theyre  power  to  preuent  or  crosse  it. 

11.  James  Fitzmaurice,  son  and  heyre  to  the  aforesaid  Maurice,  was 
openly  accknowledged  for  Earle  of  Desmond  after  his  father’s  death.  This 
Earle  was  a uery  noble  and  a braue  warriour,  haueing  in  his  dayes  performed 
seuerall  and  sundry  explojTes.  But  once  in  his  tyme  intending  to  come  to 
the  countr)'  called  Muscry,  to  make  haueock  and  spoyle  of  that  country,  ac- 
cording to  the  iniquity  of  those  tymes,  he  was  mett  by  the  way  of  Monne- 
more,  betweene  the  towne  of  Moyalloe  (now  called  Mallogh),  and  the 
Citty  of  Corke,  by  Cormock  oge  Ladir  Carthy,  Lord  of  Muscry,  M'^Carthy 
Beagh,  Lord  of  Carbry,  and  diuerse  others  Lords  and  Cheifetaines,  with 
theyre  forces  and  complices,  all  of  them  vnder  the  leading  of  the  sayd 
Cormock.  You  may  here  vuderstand  that  the  sayd  James  Fitz  Maurice, 
his  own  vnckle,  Thomas  Moyle  l"itz  Gerald,  was  then  aydeing  the  sayd  Lord 
of  ^liiscry  (to  whose  sister  he  was  married)  against  the  Earle  his  nephew. 
This  Thomas  Moyle,  the  day  of  ye  battell,  commanding  in  cheife  ouer  the 
horsemen,  with  a violent  and  resolute  charge,  he  broke  the  Earle’s  mayne 
battell  of  foot  and  galloghglasses,  whereby  the  daye  was  lost,  the  Earle 
haueing  in  the  fury  and  heate  of  the  daye  shewed  incredible  proofs  of 
his  vndaunted  courage;  but  being  surmounted  by  the  multitude  of  his 
enemys,  was  at  last  forced  to  yeild  to  necessity,  leaveing  the  feild  and 
victory  together — Anno.  1521 — with  Cormock  oge  Ladir:  of  which  over- 
throw the  Irish  to  this  day  doe  bragg,  not  remembering  how  often  both 
before  and  after  they  receiued  the  like  measure  from  the  Geraldines. 
This  was  the  only  cloud  that  thundered  to  his  disgrace,  haueing  alwayes 
had  prosperous  and  fortunate  success  in  all  his  other  attempts.  He  dyed, 
haueing  ruled  his  country  eleaven  yeares,  leaueing  noe  issue  male  lawfully 
begotten  behynd  him.  He  had  one  daughter  named  Joane  ni  James,  who 
was  marryed  to  James  Earle  of  Ormond,  and  shee  was  mother  to  the  last 
most  worthy  Thomas  Earle  of  Ormond,  Count  Ballatyne  of  Tipperary, 
Kn“  of  the  most  honorable  Order  of  the  Garter,  and  the  greate  ffauorite 
of  Queen  Elizabeth.  This  Earle,  James  Fitz  Maurice,  held  secret  intelli 
gence  and  correspondency  (as  was  thought  and  commonly  reported)  with 
Charles  the  Fifth,  King  of  Spayne  and  Emperour  of  Germany,  and  mes 
sengers  past  to  and  fro  between  them  ; the  Earle  (as  was  supposed)  intend-l 
ing  to  draw  in  forraigne  inuasion,  whereof  beeing  accused  to  King  Heniy 
the  Eighth  by  Cardinall  Moolsey,  a proud  and  most  ambitious  prelate,  who 
then  bare  the  whole  sway  in  England,  and  indeed  a man  who  generally 
hated  all  nobility,  and  more  especially  the  Fitz  Geralds  of  Ireland,  the 
Earle  being  sent  for  to  answer  the  accusation,  and  the  Articles  of  High 
Treason  wherew*’"  hee  was  charged,  durst  not  appeare  to  iustify  his 
actions,  being  loath  (without  any  question)  to  putt  himselfe  within  the 
Cardinalls  compasse.  The  King  herevpon  sent  command  to  the  Earle  of 
Kildare,  who  at  that  tyme  was  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  for  to  apprehend 
the  Earle  of  Desmond,  and  without  any  delay  to  send  him  prisoner  to  Eng- 
land. Ypon  receipt  thereof  the  Earle  of  Killdare,  with  the  greatest  forces 
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hee  could  make,  comes  with  speed  to  the  prouince  of  Munster,  to  hunt  out 
ye  Earle  of  Desmond  ; and  haueing  done  in  y*  seruice  what  laye  in  his 
power,  hee  went  his  way  as  wise  as  he  came ; but  whether  willingly  and 
wittengly  hee  omitted  the  opportunitie,  as  being  loath  to  bee  the  minister 
of  his  cosen  Desmond’s  mine,  or  that  it  lay  not  in  his  power  and  hands  to 
doe  him  hurt  or  harme,  he  missed  the  mark  at  which  hee  aimed.  Cardinall 
Woolsey,  beeing  glad  to  fynd  occasion  and  fitt  opportunity  to  worke  the 
Earle  of  Kildare  mischeife,  makes  the  King  beleiue  that  the  sayd  Earle  of 
Kildare  willingly  suffered  the  Earle  of  Desmond  to  escape,  who  (to  speake 
the  truth)  was  well  able  to  resist,  if  the  Earle  of  Killdare  had  done  his  best 
endeauour.  King  Henry  glueing  credit  to  the  Cardin  all’s  information,  the 
Earle  of  Kildare  was  sent  for  to  apj)eare  before  the  King  and  Councell, 
there  to  iustify  his  proceedings  ag"*  Desmond.  The  Lord  Deputy  bee- 
ing ready  to  take  shipping,  left  the  gouerment  of  the  kingdome  in  trust 
with  his  son  and  heyre,  the  Lord  Thomas ; and  being  come  to  the  Court, 

' presents  himselfe  to  his  Majesty,  the  Lords  of  the  Councell  being  then 
sitting.  The  proud  and  ambitious  Cardinall  charged  the  sayd  Earle  of 
Killdare  with  High  Treason  with  much  bitternesse  and  learning,  and  called 
the  Earle,  with  all  his  generation,  Traytors.  The  Earle  of  Kildare  beeing 
a haughty- minded,  man,  and  scorn eing  the  Cardinalls  base  birth  and  per- 
uerse  conditions,  with  an  eloquent  speech  confuted  the  Cardinalls  oration, 
and  beeing  bothpittyed  and  fauoured  by  the  Lords  of  the  Councell,  who  too 
well  knew  that  the  Cardinall  did  rather  accuse  the  Earl  of  Killdare  out  of 
malice,  then  for  any  crime  by  him  committed,  soe  wrought  in  his  Majesty’s 
mercy,  that  the  sayd  Earle  of  Kildare  was  hut  only  sent  to  the  Tower  of 
London,  not  receiving  any  further  harme.  Soone  after  his  committment, 
Cardinall  Woolsey,  altogeatlT  vnknowne  to  the  King,  sent  a warrant  to  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  to  cutt  off  ye  Earle  of  Kil dares  head  ; who  uery 
much  greiued  att  the  receipt  thereof,  but  more  to  execute  tlie  same,  and 
alsoe  full  well  knowing  that  to  disobey  the  Cardinal!  was  present  death, 
made  then  Kildare  himselfe  acquainted  with  the  same  charge  sent  to  him 
by  the  Cardinall.  The  noble  Earle,  noething  at  all  dismayed,  with  a settled, 
cleere,  and  vndaunted  courage,  reade  the  warrant,  and  gaue  it  to  him 
again ; and  then  storming  against  the  Cardinall,  he  desired  ye  Lieu*,  to  re- 
payre  with  speede  to  the  Kings  Majesty,  to  know  if  that  were  his  Maj*^* 
pleasure,  for  he  was  well  assured  the  Cardinal  did  it  of  his  owne  authority. 
The  Leiutenant,  allthough  he  well  knew  the  danger  hee  ranne  in  crosseing 
jhe  Cardinall,  was  notwithstanding  uery  desirous  to  saue  ye  nobleman  ; 
ind  presently  goeing  from  ye  Tower  to  Whytehall,  where  the  Court  then 
■^iaye,  about  ten  of  the  clock  at  night,  he  acquainted  his  Maj*^  with  the 
.command  sent  by  Cardinall  AVoolsey  for  the  execution  of  the  Earle  of 
' Kildare.  Whereat  ye  King  in  greate  anger  began  to  chaff e & curse  the 
^Cardinall,  and  commands  the  L*  not  to  obey  the  Cardinall,  vntil  he  had 
,seene  it  vnder  his  owne  hand;  adding  withall  that  he  would  make  the 
^ 'saucy  and  ouer- officious  preist  repent  him  for  meddling  soe  far  with 
the  Earle  of  Kildare.  The  L*  came  back  againe  to  the  Tower,  and  ime- 
' diately  made  a full  and  effectuall  relation  to  the  Earl  of  Kildare  of  what 
past  betweene  the  King  and  himselfe  concerning  him  the  sayd  Earle. 
Notwithstanding  all  this  the  sayd  Earle  of  Kildare  neuer  afterwards  had 
his  libertye;  but,  according  to  that  authentiqe  sayeing.  That  greate  smoake 
appeares  from  little  fyre,  and  that  uery  often  the  shaddow  extends 
farre  farther  then  the  substance,  to  which  it  ought  to  bee  proportioned, 
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and  is  taken  very  often  for  the  substance,  eiien  soe  the  report  of  the 
Earle’s  death  comeing  out  of  England,  spread  and  giuen  out  by  malitious 
toungs,  did  soe  farre  incense  and  furiously  entiame  the  heart  of  his 
son  and  heyre,  ye  Thomas  Gerald,  then  Deputy  of  Ireland  in  his 
father’s  absence,  that  he  very  inconsideratel)'  and  too  rashl}’  and  with- 
out farther  examineing  the  truth  of  the  matter,  or  ye  cause  thereof,  and 
alsoe  by  the  guilefull  and  deceiptfull  instigation-  of  the  Archbishop 
of  the  Citty  of  Dublin,  and  others  of  the  Councell  who  boare  him  ill-will, 
deliuered  up  the  sword,  gaue  oner  the  gouerment ; and  in  hostile  manner 
soone  after  invaded  the  English  Dale ; burned  the  Citty  of  Dublin,  eueii 
to  the  Castle  gates,  leaueing  nothing  vndone,  or  at  least  vnattempted 
to  worke  his  owne  mine,  and  to  make  himselfe  an  Arch  Tray  tor  to 
the  Crowne.  When  those  stirres  and  insurrectiones  made  by  the  Lord 
Thomas  Eitz  Gerald  were  assuredl)"  knowne  in  England,  the  King  sent 
ouer  a new  Lord  Deputy,  who,  comeing  w*''  sufficient  force,  layed  seidge 
to  ye  Castle  of  Maynooth,  the  Earle  of  Kildare’s  cheife  mannor-house, 
and  the  L*^  Thomas  Gerald  then  (as  he  thought),  haueing  strongly  & 
sufficiently  both  mannd  and  victualled  the  same,  and  it  beeing  by  strength 
and  scituation  of  itselfe  strong  enough,  gaue  the  guard  and  command 
thereof  to  one  of  his  principall  followers  named  Paresius,  in  whome  hee 
reposed  the  greatest  trust  and  contidence,  and  the  rather  for  that  he  was 
his  foster  brother.  Hee  himselfe,  to  make  his  owne  party  strong  enough, 
tooke  his  ioiiruy  to  the  north  parts  of  Ireland,  to  procure  and  bring  aydes 
from  thence,  to  raise  ye  seidge,  and  to  fight  with  the  L'^  Deputy ; but  in 
the  meane  wliyle  the  Castle  was  yeelded  up  to  the  L*^  Deputy,  and 
the  English,  beeing  betrayed  by  him  who  had  it  from  the  L*^  Thomas  in 
guard,  it  being  otherwise  not  to  be  wonn.  The  L^^  Thomas,  after  the 
losse  of  his  Castle  of  Maynoth,  bidds  the  Lord  Deputy  battaile ; who, 
not  refuseing  the  same,  both  arm  yes  came  to  blowes  hand  to  hand ; the 
battaile  was  manfully  and  w*'’  greate  courage  & resolution  fought  out. 
The  victory  (as  farr  forth  as  I finde  it  written,  and  crediblye  reported)  not 
inclineing  to  either  syde  vntil  it  grew  late ; and  then  both  armyes  parted 
through  the  darkness  of  the  night.  The  next  day  there  was  an  agree- 
ment made  and  concluded  on  betweene  the  L^  Deputy  and  the  s*^ 
Thomas  Gerald  to  this  effect  : That  an  act  of  obliuion  should  bee  made 
for  what  was  done  in  that  insurrection ; a generall  pardon  to  be 
giuen  to  the  sayd  Lord  Thomas  and  all  those  that  followed  and  abettei 
him  in  that  action,  with  a promise  of  all  farther  fauour  from  y®  Kin, 


Notwithstanding  all  this  agreem*  and  absolute  couenante,  sooue  aftej 


reconcileiiT,  the  sayd  Lord  Thomas  beeing  in  the  Citty  of  Dublin,  hi 
was  arrested,  taken  & comitted  to  the  Castle,  and  flue  of  his  vnklei 
that  were  then  in  the  country  abroad  were  alsoe  apprehended,  who  mis-" 
trusting  noe  such  matter,  haueing,  as  they  thought,  theyre  pardons,  they 
were  all  in  one  ship  sent  into  England,  which  ship  was  called  the  Cow> 
wherein  an  auncient  prophesy  was  fullfilled.  That  it  should  be  too  perni‘ 
tious  to  the  blood  of  Kildare  to  enter  a cowe's  belly.  For  they  being  oncei 
arrived  in  London,  that  prophesy  tooke  its  effect,  for  they  neuer  returned 
thence  afterward,  being  all  putt  to  death  at  the  Tower-Hill  or  Tiborne, 
the  third  day  of  February,  1536.  And  dureing  those  alterations  and 
troubles  in  Ireland,  the  old  Gerald  Fitz  Gerald,  Earle  of  Kildare,  and 
father  to  the  L^^  Thomas,  dyed  in  the  Tower  of  London.  After  liis 
death,  the  Lord  Thomas  being  in  possession  of  the  Earldome,  and  alsoe 
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attainted  for  Treason  (as  you  haue  heard),  the  lands  feU  to  the  Crowne. 
All  the  race  of  the  old  Earle  being  extinct,  two  brothers  to  the  Lord 
Thomas,  Gerald  and  Edward — the  which  Gerrald  or  Garret  was  afterwards 
Earle  of  Kildare — who  by  good  fortune  was  restored  to  his  blood  and  honor 
by  Queene'  Mary,  but  not  to  the  third  part  of  his  former  estate  and  greatnesse. 

I haue  made  this  long  digression  from  the  subject  I had  in  hand  only  to 
lett  yo"  LordshP  see  how  that  the  Geraldines  of  Munster  were  the  occasion 
of  the  first  stepp  to  the  overthrow  of  the  noble  and  most  auntient  house  of 
Kildare,  which  (without  question)  was  not  inferior  to  any  other  in  this 
kingdome  for  greatnesse  of  estate,  nobleness  of  blood,  wealth,  and  reputa- 
tion ; yett,  thanks  be  to  God,  that  house  is  not  vtterly  or  altogether  de- 
cayed. But  now  I must  end  this  digression,  and  come  to  my  former 
matter. 

12.  Thomas  Dleale,  als.  Moyle,  the  bald,  vnkle  to  James  E*  Mau- 
rice, the  last  Earle,  who  dyed  without  issue,  and  third  son  to  Thomas,  the 
Earle  that  lost  his  head  at  Droghedagh,  succeeded  his  nephew,  James. 
This  man  was  very  fortunate  and  a greate  warriour,  & alwayes  gott 
the  victory,  haueing  bin  an  actor  in  nyne  fought  Battailles.  He  was  Gene- 
rali of  the  horsemen  in  that  greate  battell  which  was  fought  out  betweene 
the  Earle  of  Kildare,  then  Deputy,  and  Generali  of  the  whole  kingdome 
of  Ireland,  and  y®  greate  O’Brien  ofTwomond;  which  battaile  was  valliantly 
and  resolutely  fought  out  by  both  partyes,  and  the  victory  stood  doubtful!. 
This  Earle  Thomas  IDeale  had  the  honor  to  giue  two  severall  ouer- 
throwes  to  two  Lords  of  Muscry,  and  the  killing  of  them,  one  of  them 
beeing  his  father-in-law.  Many  other  valliant  feats  and  acts,  worth  ample 
relation,  were  by  him  manfully  vndertaken  and  performed,  both  before 
and  after  y‘  hee  came  to  the  Earldome.  Hee  had  issue  Maurice  E^  Thomas, 
begotten  vpon  the  foresaj'd  L*^  Muscry es  daughter.  This  his  son  Maurice 
dyed  before  his  father,  leaueing  one  sonne  behind  him,  called  James 
E*  Maurice,  who  att  the  tyme  of  his  fathers  and  grandfathers  deaths  was 
resident  in  England,  serueing  as  page  to  King  Henry  the  Eighth.  The 
old  Earle  Thomas  Meale  dyed  after  he  was  Earle  of  Desmond  full  fifty  fiue 
yeares. 

13.  This  James  E*  Maurice,  grandchild  to  the  sayd  Thomas  Ikloyle,  suc- 
ceeded him  in  the  Earledome  of  Desmond ; who  beeing  then  in  England, 
and  heareing  of  his  ffathers  death,  humbly  desired  the  King’s  Majesty  to 
give  him  leaue  to  come  to  Ireland  to  take  possession  of  the  lands  and  ter- 
ritoryes,  and  quiettly  to  settle  his  alfayres,  which  request  was  presently 
granted  him  by  the  King,  who  of  his  owne  Royall  bounty  had  sufiiciently 
furnished  the  young  Earle  of  Desmond  w‘^  all  things  fitting  and  neces- 

fjsary  for  such  a iourney  and  enterprise.  And,  knowing  full  well  that  there 
i<(were  in  Ireland  some  of  the  Earle’s  kinsmen  that  would  seeke  to  with- 
stand  him.  His  Ma‘^  sent  a sufficient  power  of  armed  men  to  settle  the 
kjsayd  Earle  of  Desmond  in  his  estate.  The  s^  young  Earle  being  landed  in 
|(Corcke  harbour,  he  then  tooke  his  vnfortimate  iourney  to  the  county  of 
Limmerick ; & passing  through  the  Lord  Ptoch,  Viscount  of  Eermoy,  his 
I country,  there  was  an  ambush  layed  by  S’"  Maurice  of  Desmond,  his  own 
ill  kinsman,  to  entrapp  him;  into  which  snare  falling  vnawares,  he  was  pre- 
:i  sently  slayne  by  certaine  horsemen,  and  not  one  man  else  of  the  whole  army 
I lost  but  he  alone.  And  this  happened  in  the  yeare  1542  of  humane  salua- 
tion.  This  most  wicked  and  abominable  murther  of  the  L*^  and  Earle  of 
Desmond,  James  F*  Maurice,  being  thus  committed  by  S*’  Maurice  of 
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Desmond,  was  the  first  stepp  to  the  ouerthrowe  of  this  honorable  house  oi 
Desmond — God,  in  reuenge  thereof  of  his  iustice  infinite  and  deuine,  not 
leaiu'ing  one  of  the  race  of  S'"  John  of  Desmond,  the  sayd  S'  Maurice  his 
father,  aliue  vpon  the  face  of  the  earth,  as  by  and  in  the  following  dis- 
course yo"  Hon' may  very  plainely  perceive.  This  S' Maurice  of  Desmond 
who  acted  his  sayd  kinsman’s  bloody  tragedy,  was  the  second  son  to  S'  Joh 
of  Desmond,  brother  to  Thomas  llleale,  and  the  fourth  son  of  Thomas 
Earle  of  Desmond,  who  lost  his  head  at  the  towne  of  Droghed 
And  to  speake  inditferently  of  the  sayd  S'  Maurice,  without  immode-J 
rate  passion  of  lone,  or  enuious  malice  and  hatred,  I doe  say  and  alleadg 
that  he  was  a stout  warriour,  very  valliant  & bountifiill,  a good  house 
keeper  and  liberall  withall,  according  to  those  tymes.  But  all  those  goo 
and  commendable  parts  and  quality es  wherewith  he  was  endued  were  muc 
blemished  and  made  obscure  by  his  vnnaturall  cruellty;  soe  as  both  friends 
and  foes  w^re  all  alike  to  him,  if  thej"  might  any  way  withstand  his  aduan- 
tage.  And,  to  giue  a true  report  of  him,  he  was  a man  w‘’'out  faith  in  his 
promise,  or  truth  in  his  word,  cruell,  severe,  merc5Tesse,  and  very  bloody 
The  Earle,  this  ^laurice  elder  brother,  named  James  Fitz  John,  after  his 
comeing  to  be  Earle,  very  aduisedly  (feareing  his  sayd  brother.  S'  Mau- 
rice, his  ill  will,  & too  apparent  badd  condition,  might  reach  to  the 
ouerthrow  of  his  house),  thought  it  the  surest  way  to  gratifye  him,  and 
for  his  owne  safety  to  assigne  to  his  brother.  S'  Maurice,  a competent  liue- 
ing  or  patrimony  farre  from  the  limitts  and  confynes  of  the  Earldome  ot 
Desmond;  and,  in  hope  his  destruction  and  vtter  ruin  would  soone  ensue, 
gave  him  the  Barrony  of  Kerrycury,  that  in  soe  placeing  him  amongst  his 
mortal  enem}'es  he  might  haiie  much  to  doe  w'**  & between  them  ; that  he 
might  not  haue  or  enjoy  any  leasure  to  practise  any  mischeife  against  him. 
S'  Maurice,  haueing  gott  the  sayd  Barrony  of  Kierrycurrhy  of  his  bro- 
ther, the  Earle,  was  well  pleased  therewith,  and  alsoe  contented  to  vnder- 
goe  all  eminent  dangers  y*  might  bee  incident  to  his  sayd  estate  ; and  after- 
wardes,  notwithstanding  his  sundry  aduersaiyes,  did  soe  gallantly  behaue 
himselfe  for  full  thirty  yeares  space,  he  held  play  against  all  those  that  die 
oppose  him.  At  last,  beeing  eighty  yeares  of  age,  and  yett  neuerthelesse  ot 
an  able  body,  he  went  to  the  canthred  of  Muscry,  to  bring  from  thence  bj 
strong  hand  w^*"  him  a prey  of  cowes ; and  beeing  then  persued  by  S'  Dermotl 
iM'Teige  Carthy  (Ann°  1565),  of  that  country,  and  son  in  law  tc 
S'  Maurice,  and  then  being  ouerthrowne  in  feild,  hee  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  left  by  S'  Dermott  in  the  keepeing  of  foure  horsemen,  whilst  he  him- 
selfe  followed  and  pursued  the  flying  enerayes.  In  the  meane  tyme  thes( 
mercilesse  rogues,  who  were  left  to  guard  and  keepe  safe  S'  Maurice,  feTi. 
vpon  him,  and  inhumanly  murtherd  him  in  cold  blood — Allmighty  an 
omnipotent  God  in  his  secrett  judgement  haueing  soe  ordayned,  that  tb 
sayd  Sir  Maurice  in  his  old  age  should  taste  of  the  same  cupp  1 
former  tymes  he  often  forced  and  constraynd  others  to  drink  of,  in  mul 
thering  such  as  were  his  prisoners.  When  he  dyed  he  had  issue  twi 
sonns,  and  three  daughters.  The  eldest  was  marryed  to  McCarthy  Ileagh 
the  second,  to  the  Lord  Roch ; and  the  third,  to  S'  Dermod  M'^Teigue,  th^ 
aforesayd  Lord  of  Muscry.  Thomas,  the  eldest  sonn  of  S'  Maurice,  dyec* 
soone  after  his  murthered  fathers  death,  leaueing  issue  extant  behind  hirr 
Thomas  Oge  (or  the  younger),  who  was  alsoe  slayne  in  the  last  warres 
of  Desmond.  But  James  Fitz  Maurice,  his  second  son,  lined  long  after  tc 
become  the  fatall  scourge  and  punishment,  to  worke  the  finall  ouerthrowe 
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and  last  downefall  of  this  famous  house  of  the  Giraldines  of  Munster, 
as  I intend  forthwith  to  declare  particularly. 

14.  Sir  John  of  Desmond,  fourth  son  to  him  that  at  Droghedagh  was 
beheaded,  after  that  his  son,  S'"  Maurice,  committed,  or  at  least  caused  to 
be  committed,  that  wicked  murther  of  the  true  and  lawfull  heyre  of  the 
Eaiiedome,  or  rather  vpon  the  Earle  himselfe,  came  to  haue  the  actuall 
possession  of  the  whole  and  entyre  Eaiiedome  of  Desmond,  and  enjoyed  the 
same  but  one  yeare  ; the  Omnipotent  Maj'^  of  God  not  permitting  him  to 
ienioy  it  longer;  for,  comeiug  to  it  as  King  Ahab  gott  Naboth  vineyard, 
|he  begunne  in  blood,  and  ended  in  blood.  Hee  left  issue  diuerse  sonns, 
whereof  the  eldest  was  called  James,  the  second  Maurice  (who  committed 

I the  afores'i  murther),  and  John  Oge.  They  all  had  issue,  & were  lost  in 
the  Earle  Garretts  last  Eebellion,  saucing  Maurice  Fitz  John,  the  son  of 
John  Oge,  who  dyed  in  Spaine. 

,I  15.  James  Fitz  John  succeeded  his  enterred  father  in  ye  Eaiiedome, 
who  soone  after  he  was  posessed  of  the  same  went  for  England,  beeing  well 
and  decently  (^as  was  fitting)  attended  by  w'orthy  gentlemen  and  other 
servants  of  his,  and  came  to  the  Court,  where  beeing  admitted  to  the  pre- 
sence of  Xing  Henry  the  Eighth,  then  King  of  England,  he  submitted  him- 
j selfe  to  his  Majesty,  surrendred  all  his  lands,  excuseing  himselfe  from  the 
[ murthering  the  lawfull  Earle,  sent  oner  for  Ireland  by  his  Ma*^,  with 
, a ciuill  grace  and  eloquent  sjDeeche,  casting  ye  whole  blame  and  asper- 
sion of  ye  s*^  odious  murther  from  himselfe  vpon  his  brother  Maurice. 
The  Kinge,  beeing  at  that  tyme  engaged  in  the  warres  of  France,  & alsoe 
I loath  or  vn willing  to  leaue  any  faction  in  Ireland,  receiued  the  Earle 
James  very  gratiously,  bestowes  back  upon  him  the  whole  Eaiiedome,  re- 
stores him  and  his  Bretheren  to  theyre  blood  and  dignityes ; moreouer 
made  him  Treasurer  of  Ireland,  and  Gouerno*'  of  the  Prouince  of 
Munster,  sends  him  ouer  into  Ireland  againe  with  much  honor,  W'here  he 
liued  long  a happy  age,  beloued  of  his  freinds,  and  mightily  feared  of  his 
5 foes  & enemyes.  Hee  was  Earle  of  Desmond  for  twenty  yeares  space,  and 
when  hee  dyed  hee  left  three  sonns  borne  in  lawful  wedlocke,  namely  Gar- 
f rett  the  eldest,  John  the  second,  and  James  the  youngest.  Hee  had  an 
y elder  sonn,  named  Thomas  Hoe  Gerald,  begotten  on  the  Hoch  his 
'f  daughter;  but  it  was  commonly  alleadged  that  shee  was  not  the  Earles 
Q lawTul  wife,  and  therefore  Thomas  Hoe,  being  not  legitimate,  was  not 
capable  of  the  Earldome,  which  afterwards  was  the  cause  of  much  trouble 
, and  mischeife  betweene  these  brothers. 

16.  Garrett  Fitz  James  is  now  a rippening  to  enter  on  the  stage  to  act 
his  parte  of  this  most  miserable  Tragedy.  This  man  beeing  but  young, 

^ his  father  then  liueing,  had  greate  hopes  of  himselfe,  and  performed 
[ braue  and  valliant  exploits.  His  first  action  was  against  M'^Carthy 
i Heagh,  of  Carbry,  into  whose  country  he  entered,  and  brought  from 
j^thence  greate  bootyes;  And  soone  after  that  he  had  performed  this 
valliant  exploite,  he  beganne  with  Muscry,  intending  there  also  to  doe 
I the  lyke  as  he  had  done  in  Carbry;  butt  there  he  was  mett  with 
I all  the  forces  of  the  whole  country e,  beeing  ledd  by  their  cheifetaine,  Sir 
Dermod  M*"  Teige  Carthy,  son  to  the  of  Muscry,  and  theyre  both  partyes 
meeting  togeather,  a feild  was  fought  fiercelye  and  valliantly  betweene 
^ them,  where  Dermod  M*"  Teige,  notwithstanding  his  valliant  and  resolute 
J resistance,  was  ouerthrowne,  his  men  defeated  and  slayne,  and  himselfe, 
i although  fiercely  resisting  in  his  owne  person,  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
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carried  captiue  into  the  County  of  Limerick,  and  kept  at  the  Castle  of 
Askeaton  a yeare  and  a halfe  in  captiiiity,  vntill  meanes  were  wrought  att 
length  by  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  S’"  Maurice  of  Desmond,  to  obtayne  her 
husbands  liberty  and  enlargement  from  her  cosen  Garrett,  who  haueing  done 
what  is  even  now  related  in  the  south  partes  of  Munster,  had  alsoe  some 
other  occasion  presented  him  to  perpetrate  something  in  the  north  parts  of 
the  same,  as  followeth.  A confederate  of  his,  by  name  Teige  M^'Murragh 
0 Brien,  L'^of  Inchequin,  by  both  the  Earles  of  Thomond  and  Clanrickard  | fr 
beeing  closely  beseidged,  hee  sent  a messenger  to  the  sayd  Garrett  to  signitiel 
to  him  in  what  perill  and  danger  he  himselfe  then  stood,  craueing  and  pitty-^ 
fully  imploreing  his  speedy  succour,  which  Garrett  speedily  consented  to?, 
doe,  and  by  the  messengers  sent  him  word  hee  would  not  faile  to  releiue*| 
him  by  a certaine  day,  in  despight  of  all  those  that  would  offerre  to  oppose^ 
or  withstand  him.  And  immediately  gathered  togeather  out  of  his  terry- ( 
toryes  some  forces,  with  whome  passieng  ouer  the  lliuer  of  Siianon,  neere 
to  Castle  Connell,  marched  up  to  Inchequin  to  fight  with  both  the  Earles  or 
to  force  them  to  rays  the  seidge.  His  fforces  consisted  of  hue  hundred  foote 
and  sixty  horse,  over  whom  his  brother  Thomas  Roe  commanded  as  capitaine. 
The  sayd  two  Earles  heareing  of  Garretts  approach,  forsooke  the  seidge, 
and  with  all  speede  prepare  to  gather  more  forces  togeather  to  bee  the 
better  able  to  tight  with  him,  esteemeing  him  to  haue  a greater  multitude 
of  men  then  he  had — want  of  sure  intelligence  soe  much  deceiued  them — 
and  soe  to  giue  a bloody  farewell  in  his  reatreate.  In  the  meane  time 
the  Castle  is  releived,  and  left  strongly  manned  and  victualled;  and  the 
Garrett  intending  to  return  back,  his  men  beeing  heauily  loden  with 
spoyle  and  booty  gotten  from  the  enemyes.  But  then  vpon  a suddaine  both 
those  Earles  of  Thomond  and  Clanrickard  offerre  him  battayle  in  his  re- 
treatc,  to  which  purpose  they  ordered  and  martialled  theyre  companyes. 
Hee  in  ye  meane  tyme,  considering  that  there  was  noe  other  way  that 
lay  to  his  safety e but  to  stand  to  it  manfully,  and  to  endure  whateuer 
might  happen,  most  eloquently  and  effectually  encouraged  his  small  troopes  , 
to  bee  glad,  and  to  giue  God  thanks  for  presenting  them  with  such  an  oc- ' 
casion  to  eternize  theyre  fames  and  reputation,  and  not  to  be  dismayd, 
or  the  leaste  jott  terrifyed  with  the  cowardly  multitude  of  theyre  enemyes, 
but  rather  stoutly  to  play  the  part  of  valiant  men,  and  all  should  vndoubt- 
edly  bee  theyres.  With  this  & other  speeches  to  the  like  effect,  beeing 
mightily  encouraged,  they  went  on  cheerefully,  and  fought  with  theyre 
enemyes  w*''  such  resolution,  as  both  those  Earles  were  oiierthrowne  in  . 
open  feild,  and  the  sajM  Garrett  remayned  victor,  to  his  greate  renowne, 
(the  sayd  Earles  reposing  all  the  safety  of  theyre  lives  in  open  flight),  hei' 
brought  back  his  troopes  without  any  hurt  or  detriment  receiued.  These,* 
and  many  other  valourous  acts  worthy  of  ample  relation,  were  by  him', 
performed,  which  I doe  pass  over  for  brevity  sake.  \ 

Xot  long  after  his  fhither  dyed,  and  hee  begann  with  his  vnhappy  Earle- 
ship,  and  soone  after  his  ffather’s  death  the  Earle  Garrett  with  a willing!;, 
mynd  and  intention  went  for  England  to  doe  his  duty  to  the  Queenei 
Majesty,  hee  being  well  attended  on  by  one  hundred  prime  gentlemen,, 
wayteing  and  attending  vpon  him  ; presenting  himself  before  the  Queenei 
Royall  Majesty.  She  very  gratiously  receiued  him,  confirmed  to  him  an 
his  heyres  by  Letters  patents  all  the  lands,  iurisdictions,  seignioryes,  an 
priueledges  that  were  held  in  tymes  past  by  his  predecessors,  and  so- 
haueing  his  dispatch  in  all  his  matters,  and  taken  his  leave  of  her  Ma 
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jesty,  he  came  for  Ireland,  beeing  in  quiett  possession  of  his  Earledome. 
The  worme  of  ambition,  and  the  damnable  sparke  of  enuy  ministered 
matter  of  discord  and  discontent  abundantly  to  draw  out  at  large  dissention 
' and  debate  betweene  him  and  the  Lord  Thomas  Buttler,  Earle  of  Ormond 
and  Ossory,  and  Count  Palatine  of  Tipperary,  whose  mother  the  Lady 
! Joane  was  marryed  to  the  sayd  Garrett.  These  two  noblemen  were  both 
I lusty,  haughty,  and  courageous,  and  likewise  uery  powerful  in  meanes, 

I friends,  and  followers,  and  both  well  countenanced  in  the  Court  of  Eng- 
I land.  The  Earle  of  Ormond  being  the  wyser,  and  more  politicke  of  both, 
wrought  his  owne  ends  somewhat  subtill  and  closely.  The  Earle  of  Des- 
mond farre  otherwise,  rashly^  and  plainely,  without  any  pretences  to  shad- 
do  w his  meaneing.  Her  Majesty^  (I  confesse)  did  always  fauour  the  house 
of  Ormond  in  regard  it  tooke  parte  with  the  house  of  Lancaster  in  the 
J ciuill  warres.  And  the  house  of  Desmond  tooke  the  fortune  of  the  house 
of  Yorke ; Her  say^d  Ma‘^®  being  by  the  ffather’s  syde  descended  from 
the  lyne  of  Lancaster.  How,  to  shew  the  grounds  and  materiall  motiues 
of  the  discord  and  disagreement  that  was  betweene  those  two  eminent 
peeres,  lett  this  following  discourse  suffice.  The  occasion  of  the  discord,  and 
that  which  throughly  enflamed  the  ambitious  minds  of  those  Earles  was, 
for  mutual  takeing  of  preyes,  and  also  concerning  meareing  and  bounding 
theyr  seuerall  patrimonyes  and  seigniory^es,  which  lay  partly  the  one 
bordering  vpon  the  others ; soe  that  at  length  theyre  discontent  grew  to 
that  heighth  as  noething  could,  or  at  leaste  would  pacifye  the  quarrell  but 
the  sword,  to  whose  sole  arbitrement  they,  by  consent,  left  it  to  bee  de- 
cided, to  which  purpose  a day  was  by  them  appoymted  for  tryall  of  theyre 
controuersy.  The  place  appoynted  for  they're  meeteing  was  at  Bohermore, 
just  betweene  the  countyes  of  Limerick  and  Tipperary',  where  both  those 
Earles  mett  togeather  with  a choise  number  of  gallant  and  well  provided 
followers. 

Desmond  (as  my'  father  told  mee,  who  was  then  present  serveing  vnder 
him)  brought  vnto  the  field  at  that  ty'me  4000  ffoote,  and  750  horse, 
all  which  number  for  the  most  parte  were  his  owne  ffoUowers,  and  all  the 
cheife  Lords  and  prime  gentlemen,  or  most  of  them,  in  the  province  of 
Munster.  The  Earle  of  Ormond  came  also  thither  with  noe  lesse  pre- 
parations, equalling  the  other  in  number  of  men  and  furniture,  bringing 
greate  ordinance  with  other  warlike  instruments  of  warre  with  him  to  re- 
pulse and  force  back  the  violence  of  his  ouerdareing  enemy es.  Those  strong 
competitors,  for  the  space  of  fourteene  dayes,  confronted  one  an  other  in 
open  feild,  and  yett  came  not  to  battaille,  contrary  to  both  theyre  desires  ; 
but  were  by'  the  discretion  and  mediation  of  certayme  greate  Lords,  then 
' in  both  the  armyes,  and  especially  by'  the  intercession  and  procurement 
I of  the  Countesse  of  Desmond,  who  was  also  mother  to  Ormond,  reconciled 
' and  made  freinds  at  that  tyme,  at  least  in  outward  show  ; the  articles  of 
•I  agreement  noething  sounding  to  Desmond’s  reproach.  In  which  league  of 
I friendship  they  continued  not  long,  for  acts  and  surest  purposes  of  mortall 

imen  cannot  boast  of  perpetuity.  And  here  it  happened  unto  them,  euen 
as  the  Poet  Lucan  setts  downe  in  his  first  Booke  of  the  Ciuill  'Warres 

(:  called  Pharsalia,  betweene  Pompey'  the  Greate  and  Caius  Julius  Caesar, 
where  the  poet  by  way  of  simile  setts  downe  : That  the  Ionian  Sea  should 
' breake  ouer  and  ouerwhelme  the  Hlgean  Sea ; but  only  that  the  Corin- 
thian peninsula  seated  indifferently'  bet^ween  them,  hinders  theyre  violence, 

I the  which,  if  it  were  once  taken  away',  would  giue  way'  to  the  one  to  ouer- 
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flow  the  other.  Soe  Cressus  liueing  had  limmitted  the  ambitious  aspireing 
mynds  of  Pompey  and  Caesar,  but  he  once  dead,  they  endeauoured  to  vn- 
doe  one  an  otlier,  and  at  last  Caesar  ruined  Pompey.  Soe  likewise  it  hap- 
pened with  these  Earles,  whilst  the  Countesse  lived  she  wrought  meanes  to 
keepe  them  from  doeing  one  another  miseheife,  but  now  takeing  her  last, 
leaue  of  the  world,  she  could  iioe  more  command  or  intreate  the  sayd 
Desmond,  her  husband,  or  Ormond  her  son  ; noe  body  beeing  left  of  suth- 
cient  authority  to  cherrish  or  vphold  the  late  renewed  peace  or  attoue- 
ment,  the  two  Earles,  much  like  thunder,  broake  out  into  farre  worse 
tearmes  of  hostillity  then  ever  they  had  done  before. 

The  Lord  of  Deasey,  cosen  to  the  s*^  Earle,  had  some  arreares  of  rentes 
or  services  which  the  Earle  pretended  to  bee  due  to  him,  wherevpoii  hee 
gathered  togeather  some  forces,  and  therewith  enterred  the  sayd  country  of 
Deassey  in  all  kyud  of  hostility.  The  s*^  Lord  ^Maurice  Eitzgerald,  Viscount 
Dessey  and  Barron  of  Dromanny,  linding  himselfe  vnable  at  all  to  resist  Des- 
mond without  the  assistance  of  some  other  ])owerfull  men,  craued  ayde  of 
the  Earle  of  Ormond  his  neere  cosen,  who  of  himselfe  was  most  willing  to 
doe  Desmond  all  the  miseheife  that  la}'  iu  his  power,  and  thereupon  em- 
braceing  the  opportunity  then  presented,  makes  ready  greate  forces  to  meeto 
with  the  Earle  of  Desmond  vnawares,  and  in  his  returne  to  fight  with  him. 
Thus  hee  and  the  L“^  Deassy,  beeiiig  ioined  togeather,  pursue  Desmond, 
who  at  that  tyme  was  weakely  accompanyed,  not  dreaming  at  all  that  the 
Earle  of  Ormond  would  have  meddled  in  the  (piarrell  of  Deassy.  They 
ouertooke  the  Earle  of  Desmond  at  the  Kiuer  of  Black w'ater,  neere  Aghj  vane, 
where  Desmond,  contrary  to  the  wyse  advice  of  those  that  followed  and 
accompanyed  and  discretely  perswaded  him  to  giue  place  to  necessity  for 
the  present  time,  and  to  consider  the  strength  of  his  powerfull  and  mortall 
enemy es,  and  to  make  an  honorable  retreate,  But  he  uery  rashly  and  in- 
discreetly— and  rather  like  a Terentius  Varro  than  a Paulus  AEmilius— by 
any  meanes  w’ould  not  be  perswaded  from  fighting,  chooseing  rather  to  dye  \ 
in  the  leild  then  to  turn  his  back  to  Ormond.  Both  armyes  met  togeather, 
and  both  fought  togeather  very  resolutely,  needeing  noe  other  exhortation  ! 
to  invite  them  to  fight  more  then  malice  and  rautuall  hatred  one  to  the 
other.  And  truly  the  skirmish  was  valiantly  fought  by  the  few  that  were 
with  Desmond,  and  ])erformed  what  resolute  and  courageous  men  in  the 
very  heigth  of  extremity  ought  and  wmuld  doe,  both  for  obtaining  the  vic- 
tory and  preservation  of  Desmond.  But  multitude  rather  prevailed  than 
true  valour  or  vertue.  Desmond,  seeing  the  day  lost,  gaue  a violent  charge  ; 
into  Ormond’s  battayle  of  horse,  whereinto  beeing  farre  entered,  and  haueing  i 
fewe  about  him,  hee  was  ouerthrowne  from  his  horse  by  S'  Edmond  Butler,  i 
Ormond’s  brother,  who  brake  his  thigh  with  a shott  from  his  pistoll,  and  ( 
was  there  taken  prisoner.  His  small  company  w'ere  likewise,  for  the  mo^d  j 
part,  cutt  in  peices.  This  ouerthrowe  fell  upon  him  for  rejecting  the  wise  ! 
counsaile  of  those  who  perswaded  him  not  to  fight.  The  fight  beein.g  1 
ended,  Desmond  was  ledd  from  the  place  where  the  battayle  was  fought  Inp  i 
Ormond  to  Clonmell  in  the  quallity  of  a prisoner;  and,  beeing  cured  of  hi|||  ! 
wounds,  he  was  sent  into  England  by  the  Earle  of  Ormond’s  procurement]!  i 
where,  for  the  space  of  full  seauen  yeares  he  remained  prisoner  in  thJ>  j 
Tower  of  London,  from  whence  (soe  it  were  God’s  pleasure)  I could  wist  j 
he  had  neuer  returned.  In  the  meane  tyme,  dureing  the  Earle’s  imprisonl  i 
ment,  his  elder  brother  Thomas  Hoe  Gerald  (who,  as  I told  you  alreadyi  \ 
was  begotten  on  the  Lord  Roche’s  daughter  and,  as  most  men  of  Munster  b 
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then  liueing  thoughte,  for  some  reasonable  causes  was  not  reputed  the  old 
Earle’s  legitimate  son  and  heyre),  takeing  aduantage  of  his  brother’s  mis- 
fortunes (I  meane  the  Earle’s),  tooke  upon  him  to  command  in  cheife  the 
Earledome  of  Desmond ; beeing  therein  mightily  countenanced  and  furthered 
by  the  Earle  of  Ormond  (although  hee  boare  neither  of  them  both  any  good 
will)  and  by  those  who  were  then  appoynted  for  the  gouerment  of  Munster 
for  her  Majesty. 

To  prevent  these  insolent  proceedings  of  Tho.  Eoe,  James  F'^maurice, 
second  son  to  Sir  Maurice  of  Desmond,  stepps  on  the  stage,  who,  dureing 
these  alterations  and  troubles,  was  slayne  by  S'”  Dermod  M‘Teigue  Carthy, 
Lord  of  Muskry,  notwithstanding  that  hee  was  father-in-law  to  the  sayd 
S'"  Dermod.  This  Sr.  Maurice  of  Desmond,  in  my  opinion,  receiued  a iust 
punishment  in  the  decree  of  God  for  the  wilfull  killing  (if  not  murthering) 
of  his  cosen,  James  Fitzmaurice,  the  true  and  lawfull  heyre  of  the  house 
of  Desmond,  in  doeing  and  committing  of  which  wicked  act  hee  soe  farre 
prouoked  the  powerfullnesse  of  the  wrath  of  Almighty  God  againste  the 
whole  generation  of  his  father’s  house,  as  not  one  of  them  hues  vpon  the 
face  of  the  earth  at  this  day,  but  were  all  destroyed  in  the  s*^.  Garrett’s 
i last  rebellion  against  the  Crowne  of  England.  This  James  Fitzmaurice, 
scorning  the  bold  attempts  and  insolencies  of  the  sayd  Thomas  Roe,  and 
John  of  Desmond,  the  Earles  brother,  beeing  then  alsoe  a prisoner  in  Lon- 
don, hee,  then,  to  mayntaine  the  s*^.  Earles  titles  and  rights,  leapes  into 
the  listes,  challenging  any  man  that  durst  presume  to  question  the  Earle’s 
I right,  which,  for  the  space  of  full  seauen  yeares,  hee  as  gallantly  per- 
I formed  as  hee  valiantly  vnder tooke  it.  To  bee  breife,  my  intent  not  being 
to  write  a historye  of  his  acts  at  full,  hee  and  the  English  fforces  oftentymes 
mett,  they  being  led  by  Sr.  John  Perrott,  then  Lord  President  of  Munster, 
and  alsoe  by  diuerse  braue  captains,  in  all  which  encounters  the  sayd 
James  Fitzmaurice  lost  neither  ground  nor  reputation,  but  rather  most 
-qommonly  went  off  with  the  wining  hand,  and  held  all  his  aduersaryes, 
vthich  were  too  many,  at  the  swordes  pojmt,  dureing  the  Earle’s  impri- 
sonment in  England,  drawing  to  his  part  diuerse  cheiftaines  and  gentlemen 
in  air  the  prouinces  of  Ireland;  and  sometymes,  also,  he  would  retaine 
some  Scotts. 

This  James  Fitzmaurice  was  (rightly  for  to  describe  him)  a braue  and 
gallant  gentleman,  witty,  learned,  impassionate,  circumspect,  actiue,  gene- 
rous, deuoute,  subtill,  and  quick  of  apprehension,  elloquent,  of  a high  and 
: aduenturous  polliticke  and  dissembling  mind ; too  forward  and  apt  to  tra- 
uaile,  to  take  greate  paynes,  and  to  endure  thirst,  cold,  and  hunger  ; not 
much  giuen  to  the  pleasure  of  Bacchus  or  Venus,  as  Dr.  Meacy  at  large  writes 
: of  him.  And  truly  hee  was  well  worthy  of  an  Earledom,  had  hee  meanes 
. answerable  to  maintayne  the  course  hee  held ; as  by  the  strange  military 
e stratagems  by  him  acted  dureing  those  troubles  you  may  easily  preceive. 
^ Hee,  therefore,  as  well  by  the  assistance  of  those  of  his  owne  sept  and  the 

icontinuall  skirmishes  held  with  her  Majesty’s  fforces,  as  alsoe  out  of  her 
Majesties  most  bountiful  mercy  and  clemency,  granted  him  pardon,  and 
received  him  in  after  acting  those  greate  troubles.  Furthermore  her  Ma- 
jesty, out  of  her  Royall  Clemency  and  disposition,  was  willing  to  pardon  the 
Earle  of  Desmond,  whom  she  received  to  fauour  after  long  and  greveous 
: imprisonment  of  seaven  yeares  ; first  released  him  out  of  the  Tower,  sent 
him  and  Sh  John,  his  brother,  back  for  Ireland  along  with  Fittou  ; but 
beeing  come  to  Dublin,  the  sayd  Fitton  imprisoned  them,  and  after  a while 
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they  were  enlarged ; and  an  Act  of  Obliuion  made,  forgiueing  and  forgetting 
all  former  faults  and  offences.  The  Qiieene,  when  the  Earle  of  Desmond 
tooke  his  leaue  of  her  Maj*^,  did  putt  him  in  mind  of  the  honors  bestowed 
by  her  predecessors,  kings  of  England,  vpon  the  race  of  Maurice  Fitzgerald, 
and  her  owne  bounty  extended  at  all  tymes  to  him,  aduiseing  him  inviolably 
to  keepe  his  loyalty  to  the  Crowne  of  England,  from  whom  he  was  to  ex- 
pect both  fauour  and  rewarde,  and  not  by  his  owne  faults  to  blemish  the 
long  continued  honor  of  his  honorable  auiicient  House,  with  the  foule  and 
contagious  spott  of  a second  reuolt  from  his  allegiance,  in  doing  which  she 
should  alwayes  remayne  his  good  Lady  and  thankfull  friend.  The  Earle 
of  Desmond  humbly  thanked  her  Majesty,  and  with  solemne  protestation 
promised,  dureing  his  lyfe,  to  remajuie  her  true  subiect,  and  soe  haueing 
his  dispatch,  tooke  his  leave,  and  came  for  Ireland  in  the  company 
of  Eitton  as  I haue  already  told,  and  after  an  easy  restrainte  for  a little 
tyme  came  to  his  Lordshipps,  lands,  and  seigniories,  where,  notwithstand- 
ing any  insolent  posessions  of  his  Brother  thereof  taken  before,  hee  w^as 
with  full  applause  and  greate  ioy  of  his  tenants  and  followers,  receiued  and 
restored  to  the  full  & plenary  posession  of  the  Earledome. 

James  Fitz  Maurice,  of  whom  I made  mention  before,  who  had  broake 
out  into  rebellion,  at  the  first  to  oppose  Thomas  Roe  Fitz  Gerald  (of  whom 
I alsoe  spoke  before),  afterwards  stood  out  to  re-establish  allsoe  the  Roman 
Religion  in  Ireland,  which  then  began  to  bee  mightily  suppressed ; which 
hee  did  by  combineinghimselfe  with  certaine  gentlemen  out  of  Conaught. 
Edward  & Pierce  Butler,  Brothers  to  the  Earle  of  Ormond,  Avho  seuerally 
vsed  them  of  the  Countyes  of  Killkeimy,  Crosse,  and  Tipperary,  and  other 
places  nere  them.  And  wuth  the  Seneschall  of  Iraokilly,  and  others  who 
had  negotiated  with  the  Pope  and  King  of  Spayne  to  re-establish  Religion. 
Now,  w'ithin  a little  while  after  the  Earle’s  returne,  James  F^  Maurice 
was  sent  for,  brought  in  and  pardoned,  to  draw  from  the  Rebells  some  of 
theyre  forces,  for  the  s*^  rebells  were  then  growne  very  insolent  in  all 
parts  of  ye  kingdome.  For  the  Bourkes  in  Conaught  raysed  rebellion,  ga- 
therd  togeather  greate  numbers  to  oppose  Fitton’s  tyrany,  passed  ouer  the 
Shynnan  and  made  cruill  incursions  vpon  the  inhabitants  of  AYestmeathe, 
and  pilladged  the  same  and  other  places.  The  Buttlers  alsoe  haueing  made 
vp  greate  numbers  of  men  & galloghglasses,  beleaugred  the  City  of  Kill- 
kenny,  summoned  the  same  to  yeeld,  and  to  deliuer  them  AYarham  St. 
Ledger’s  wife.  But  finding  the  place  well  furnished,  and  the  inhabitants, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Garrison  Souldiers,  issueing  out  against  them ; 
they  raysed  seidge  and  miserably  foradged  the  country  round  about. 
Cnogher  O’Bryen  Earle  of  Thomond  (vnable  to  endure  Edward  ffitton, 
the  s*^.  Gouernor  of  Conaughts  austeere  Gouvernment),  retyred  to  ffrance, 
and,  as  was  feared,  might  bring  trouble  that  way ; but  he  was  soone  after 
diuerted  in  ffrance  alsoe  by  Norris,  then  ambassadour  in  France,  and  was 
brought  home,  pardoned,  and  restored  to  his  lands  and  seignioryes.  The 
Sept  of  O’Moores,  in  Leinster,  being  strong,  haughty,  fierce,  and  seditious 
people,  about  this  tyme  stirred  new  troubles  and  rebellion,  and(^finally 
it  was  thought  by  many  that  the  Cardinall  of  Lorraine  practised  with  the 
Spaniards  and  Irish  against  England,  in  fauour  of  the  Queene  ofScottland. 
James  Fitz  Maurice  beeing  so  received  and  pardoned,  alleadged  for  col- 
lour  of  his  actions,  that  what  he  did  or  intended  to  doe  wms  to  hasten  the 
Earles  enlargement  out  of  England.  And  now  the  sayd  Earle  beeing  quietly 
established  in  full  seisin  and  possession  of  all  his  lands,  he  had  accomplished 
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his  end.  This  James  Fitz  Maurice,  the  Earles  neere  kinsman  that  wrought 
soe  much  to  defend  his  territoryes  from  beeing  usurped  by  his  Brother 
Thomas  Eoe,  as  alsoe  for  his  enlargement  out  of  restrainte,  repayres  vnto 
liim,  desires  his  Lordship  to  assigne  for  him  some  sufficient  portion  of  land 
to  line  upon,  thereb}"  afterwards  quietll}^  to  maintayne  his  estate.  To  ob- 
taine  his  request  he  made  noe  question,  as  well  for  his  neereness  in  bloud, 
as  alsoe  for  his  desertes.  But  see  what  mischeife  sprung  from  je  malice  of 
a woeman.  For  Dame  Ellej'nor  Butler,  Countesse  of  Desmond,  and  then 
the  mother  of  one  only  sonne,  opposed  herselfe  against  this  James  Fitz 
Maurice,  and  with  reasons,  perswasions,  teares,  and  imploreings,  persuaded 
the  Earle,  her  husband,  not  to  dismember  his  patrimony,  but  rather  for  to 
leaueit  whole  and  entire  to  his  only  son,  James  Fitz  Garrett,  who  was  then 
a 5’oung  child.  It  often  falls  out  that  weomen  in  theyre  requests  prevaile 
with  men,  and  even  as  the  soft  wane  of  the  sea  cleaueth  and  pierceth  tlie 
hard  rock,  not  by  force,  but  by  continuall  falling  thereon,  soe  the  Earle  of 
Desmond  beeing  incessantly  aduised  or  rather  conjured  bj"  his  wife  or  Lady, 
or  rather  (as  I beleiue  it)  not  well  established  in  his  witts,  without  any 
consideration  or  respect  had  of  his  s*^  cosens  greate  merritts  and  former 
seruices  done  for  him,  or  the  expectation  of  future  seruices,  vtterly  reiected 
his  suite,  giues  him  nothing,  soe  as  it  ended  in  an  absolute  denyall. 

James  F^  Maurice  perceiueing  and  pondering  inwardly  in  himselfe 
the  ingratitude  of  his  cosen,  from  whom  hee  expected  to  haue  better  mea- 
sure, haueing  for  his  sake  soe  farre  engaged  himselfe  and  his  fortunes, 
and  beeing  extreaniely  greiued  in  hearte  for  this  vnkynd  or  rather  vnnatu- 
ral  refusall,  his  ambitious  thoughts  grewe  to  that  heigth  of  discontente, 
that  he  afterwards  studyed  noething  day  or  night  but  how  to  procure  ahd 
stirre  both  heauen,  earth,  and  Hell  to  doe  the  Earle  mischeife,  and  sought 
to  make  all  meanes  a foundation  whereon  to  leuele  his  resolute  and  dan- 
geroues  designes,  and  to  follow  the  aduise  and  counsell  of  y^  cheife  counsel- 
lers he  had,  in  whom  he  reposed  greatest  trust  and  confidence,  who  were 
Edmond  Fitz  Gibbon,  the  Whyte  Knight ; John,  Seneschall  of  Imokilly  ; 
and  M'Philip  Koch,  a gentleman  of  Kinsale.  To  these  (he  beeing  burnt 
with  greife  and  sorrow)  he  shewed  what  repulse  and  denyall  was  giuen  him, 
how  his  fortune  fajded  him,  and  that  he  thought  fitt  to  take  theyre  advice 
what  were  best  for  him  to  doe ; for  he  expected  noething  from  the  Earle, 
and  was  diffident  in  the  State.  They  aduised  him  to  employ  himselfe  to 
endeauour  to  perswade  forraigne  Kings,  Princes,  and  Potentates  to  vnder- 
take  and  favour  his  Quarrell,  and  to  drawein  forraigne  powers ; and  that 
they  themselves  would  ioin  with  them  in  the  sayd  designes.  Beeing  thus 
resolued,  they  all  fledd  the  kingdome,  & sailed  ouer  into  ffrance,  where 
James  F''  Maurice  presented  himselfe  before  King  Henry  the  Second,  then 
King  of  France,  who  was  by  him  courteously  receiued.  To  him  he  com- 
plained how  hardly  the  Gouern"  for  y*  English  in  Ireland  vsed  the  Irish  — 
some  takeing  away  theyre  lands,  some  theyre  lines,  and  from  all  theyre 
Eeligion,  if  other  princes  did  not  help  them.  Whereupon  he  offers  him 
his  seruice  for  the  conquest  of  Ireland,  and  to  restore  there  againe  the 
Catholique  Homan  Eeligion.  The  King  was  willing  to  embrace  y®  motion, 
but  was  otherwise  perswaded  by  hisCouncill,  av ho  therein  were  more  wise 
than  theyre  master.  James  F*  Maurice,  finding  by  his  long  delay,  and 
the  Councills  speech,  that  he  could  not  speede  there  in  what  he  exceedingly 
expected,  tooke  his  leaue;  and,  beeing  dismissed  thence,  hee  directed  his 
course  for  Spayne,  where  beeing  arriued,  hee  makes  the  like  offer  is  to  King 
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Philip  as  he  did  to  the  ffrench  King.  King  Philip  hailing  hearde  his  mo- 
tions and  profferrs,  and  being  loath  to  breake  the  peace  concluded  between 
liim  and  the  Queene  of  England,  after  haiieing  bountyfiilly  rewarded  liim, 
wrote  for  him  his  letters  of  commendation  to  the  Pope  of  Pome,  perswading 
him  to  vndertake  the  warrs  of  Ireland.  Gregorius  the  xiii**',  then  sitting 
pope  in  the  see  of  Pome,  who  of  his  owne  will  and  inclination,  in  regard  of 
the  difference  in  Peligion,  was  full  glad  to  find  any  fitt  occasion  to  molest 
the  Queene  of  England,  did  ioyfully  receiue  James  E*  Maurice  with  greate 
honor  and  much  respect,  haueing  then  in  his  company  Thomas  Stukeley, 
who  mett  him  in  Spayne.  This  Thomas  Stukeley  was  an  English  Gentle- 
man of  greate  and  haughty  resolutions  and  high  aspireing  thoughts,  but 
withall  was  a Pyotous  prodigall  and  vayne-glorious  person  ; and  after  that 
he  had  consumed  all  his  estate  ynthriftily  in  England,  hee  retired  into 
Ireland,  haueing  lost  all  hope  of  ouergetting  the  Marshallship  of  AVexford, 
whom  he  thought  to  obtaine,  and  perceiueing  himselfe  also  vnable  to  raise 
any  commotions,  after  belching  forth  ynworthy  aspersions  and  Peproaches 
of  his  Priucesse,  who  had  done  for  him  many  fauours,  was  glad  to  find 
occasion  soe  fitly  presented  him  againeto  raj’se  his  decaj’ed  fortunes,  offerrs 
his  seryice  to  James  Fitz  Maurice,  who  fully  knowing  & considering  the 
sufficiency  of  the  man,  declares  to  his  Hol5uiess  by  way  of  discourse, 
Tliat  M""  Stukeley  was  able  to  doe  much  in  this  expedition  for  the 
Irish  warre,  intreating  his  Holynessethat  this  Stukeley  might  haye  a place 
of  command  in  the  Army  amongst  the  principall  leaders.  The  Pope,  will- 
ing to  graunt  James  Fitz  Maurice  any  thing  that  lay  in  him  to  giue, 
creates  the  s*^  Thomas  Stukeley  Marquesse  of  Leinster,  Earle  of  AVexford 
and  Catherlagh,  Viscount  Moroghoe,  and  Paron  of  Posse — all  of  them 
remarkeable  ])laces  in  Ireland — and  freely  then  created  him  Lieutenant 
Generali  of  800  Italians,  to  be  furnished  and  paj’ed  by  the  s^^  Pope  and 
King  of  Spayne,  ynder  the  command  of  James  Fitzmaurice,  for  the  Irish 
AVarrs.  And  thereupon  the  sd.  Pope  caused  presently  with  all  celerity  to 
bee  mustered  out  of  the  Territories  of  the  Church  2000  Italians.  The 
Pope,  notwithstanding  that  he  held  good  correspondence  with  the  Spaniards 
at  this  tyme  for  theire  own  profitt,  and  ynder  collour  of  restoreing  the  Ca- 
tholique  Peligion,  held  secret!  counsell  how  at  one  tyme  to  inuade  both 
Ireland  and  England,  and  to  disposesse  Queene  Elizabeth,  who  was  the 
surest  defence  to  the  Peligion  Peformed.  The  sd.  Pope  intended  to  con- 
quer Ireland  for  his  Kephew,  surnamed  Bon  Compagnion,  Marquesse 
l)iergnoles.  The  Spaniards  succoured  and  aided  the  Irish  Pebells  as  the 
Queene  succored  the  Hollanders  against  him.  Hpon  these  motiyes  and 
considerations,  the  Pope  was  perswaded  to  giye  the  s*^  forces  to  F' Maurice 
and  the  sayd  Thomas  Stukely,  by  his  notable  subtility  and  the  s*^  Stukeleys 
greate  and  monstrous  ostentation  and  shew,  and  the  promises  hee  made  with 
the  s*^  Fitz  Maurice,  his  couusell  of  the  Kingdome  of  Ireland  from  the  s'* 
Pope,  soone  haueing  won  the  fauor  of  this  Pope,  beeing  an  ambitious  old 
man  (if  I may  lawfully  tearme  him  soe),  that  hee  honored  him  with  the 
creations  and  titles  before  mentioned,  and  furnished  him  with  the  sayd 
fforces  and  all  other  necessaries  fitt  for  such  an  expedition.  AVhilst  these 
lu'eparations  were  makeing  ready  for  theyre  yoyage  ynto  the  Kingdome 
of  Ireland,  Fitz  Maurice,  impatient  of  all  delays,  and  to  come  according  to 
his  promise  into  Ireland  to  succour  those  that  were  of  his  party,  and  to 
draw  as  many  others  as  he  could  to  hold  with  him,  tooke  his  leaue  of  the 
Pope,  leaueing  Marquesse  Stukeley  fully  authorized  in  his  place  to  bring 
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those  forces  after  him  by  sea ; soe  beeing  intended  to  come  for  Ireland  to 
rayse  more  helpe,  and  be  in  a ready nesse  again ste  theyre  comeing ; he 
posted  through  France  and  Spayne,  and  came  to  Portugall,  from  whence 
with  all  expedition  hee  tooke  shipping  for  Ireland,  with  three  shipps, 
some  Spanish  souldiers,  mony,  and  Doctor  Saunders  the  Diiiine,  with 
the  authority  of  the  Popes  Legate  and  consecrated  Ensigne,  and  arriued 
in  Ireland  at  Smerwick,  in  the  County  of  Kerry,  the  hrst  day  of  July, 
A°  1579,  where  haueing  landed,  the  preist  consecrated  the  place. 

Hee  raysed  a Fort  in  the  Peninsula,  and  brought  the  shipps  neere.  Mr. 
Thomas  Courtney,  an  English  gentleman,  with  a ship  of  Warre,  which  at 
that  tyme  la)^  furnished  in  the  lioade  neere  unto  them,  by  and  by  to  assault 
them,  and  intended  to  barre  the  sayd  Fitz  Maurice  and  his  Spaniards  from 
the  benefitt  of  the  sea.  But  the  suddaine  & vnexpected  arriiiall  of  Fitz 
Maurice,  it  brought  noe  small  terror  and  feare  upon  y®  whole  Kingdome, 
imagining  that  his  forces  were  greater  indeed  than  they  were,  and  alsoe 
for  that  they  knew  him  to  bee  a uery  dangerous  and  resolute  man.  Where- 
fore a while  I must  leaue  him,  & returne  to  the  order  of  tyme  to  declare  W’* 
became  of  those  forces  which  the  Pope  gaue  him,  and  that  hee  left  av*'" 
Stukele)"  to  come  after  him.  Marquesse  Stukeley  haueing  all  things  in 
readynesse,  with  those  Italian  forces,  haueing  weighed  Anchor  from  the 
Citty  Civita  Yechia,  a place  in  the  Eoman  territoryes,  passed  through  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  and  Hercules  Straight,  and  in  the  end  safely  arriued 
in  Portugall,  at  the  entry  of  the  Tagus,  in  the  harbour  of  Lisbone,  just  at 
the  uery  instant  time  when  Don  Sebastianus,  the  young  and  willful!  King 
of  Portugall,  was  uery  busy  in  makeing  ready  greate  preparations  for  that 
unfortunate  expedition  for  Barbary.  This  titular  Mar(}uesse  Stukeley 
landed  his  sea-sick  souldiers,  to  refresh  them  after  theyre  tedious  and  long 
A’oyage  full  in  the  face  and  view  of  Don  Sebastian®,  who  was  then  alsoe  in 
Lisbone ; whom,  when  the  king  saw,  he  sent  to  know  what  they  were, 
from  whence  they  came,  and  whither  they  were  bound  ; which  being  by 
the  generall  particularly  related,  immediately  after  Stukeley  was  sent  for 
by  the  king,  & much  made  of  by  him.  The  s^  King  Sebastian®  falling  into 
priuate  conference  with  the  s^  Marquesse  importunatly  desired  him  to  goe 
along  with  him  for  the  expedition  of  Barbary,  for  Don  Sebastianus,  to 
Avhom  y®  whole  expedition  of  Barbary  did  concerne,  because  in  the  heate  of 
his  youth  & ambition  hee  had  promised  the  Pope  to  make  two  expeditions 
in  behalfe  of  the  Homan  Church;  that  is,  to  goe  against  the  Turkes  and 
Protestants  with  all  his  power;  and  beeing  then  iuuited  into  Africa  by 
Mahomet,  the  son  of  Abdalla,  against  Muly  Moluck,  king  of  Morocco,  by 
greate  promises  treates  with  Stukeley  to  goe  with  him  to  the  kingdome  of 
Mauritania  before  he  should  come  for  Ireland,  with  those  Italians  under 
his  command.  And  the  Marquesse  being  easily  wonne  to  that,  knowing 
full  Avell  y*  the  Spaniards  disdaineing  that  y®  nephew  of  a Pope  should  bee 
designed  king  of  Ireland,  had  consented  to  doe  it.  And  grounding  much 
vpon  the  Kings  word,  who  solemnely  promised  him  at  theyre  returne  to 
reward  him  well  and  to  send  him  more  ayd  for  his  intended  conquest  of 
Ireland.  Now,  the  s^^  Stukeley  forgetting  his  promise  to  the  Pope,  and  not 
at  all  respecting  his  oath  taken  to  James  Fitz  Maurice  not  to  betray  the  trust 
reposed  in  him,  and  (it  may  be)  beeing  vn  willing  to  turne  Tray  tor  to  his 
Prince  and  country,  and  beeing  a haughtj’-minded  man,  and  glad  to  haue 
meanes  and  occasions  to  aduance  his  owne  estate,  accepts  of  the  King’s 
offerrs  and  yeelded  to  his  Bequest,  aud  sayled  along  with  him  for  Barbary, 
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where  a hattayle  was  fought  betweeue  Don  Sebastianus  and  the  said 
^lulev  Molucke,  in  which  rnfortiinate  battaile  three  Kings  perished. 
Miiley  Molucke  dyed  in  the  heighth  of  the  fight,  haueing  dranke  in  the 
morning  a good  quantity  of  mare’s  milke,  beeing  weake  enough  before. 
Mahomett,  who  ledd  Don  Sebastian  to  that  vnhappj'iourney,  was  drowned 
in  passeing  oner  a riuer.  The  feild  being  thus  lost,  Don  Sebastian  was  taken 
aline  by  the  Moors,  who,  knowing  him  b}'  the  richnesse  of  his  armour,  in 
striving  betweene  themselues  who  should  take  him  for  his  prisoner,  was 
out  of  hand  smothered  in  his  uery  armour  ; in  whom  ended  the  race  of  the 
auntient  Kings  of  Portugall.  To  beare  him  company  (wanting  all  other  re- 
fuge) our  Marquesse  of  Leinster,  with  all  his  Italian  forces,  were  slayne, 
after  an  incredible  and  manlike  valour  shewen.  The  Marquesse  had  his 
iust  rewarde  for  deceiueing  him  who  reposed  soe  greate  trust  and  confidence 
in  him,  haueing  noe  greate  need  of  him.  In  respect  of  other  considerations, 

Marquesse  Stukeley  is  not  to  be  blamed,  for  hee  could  neuer  doe  Queene 
Elizabeth  better  sendee  than  to  hinder  the  landing  of  those  Italians  in  Ire- 
land ; for,  if  the  Stukeley  had  lead  them  on  hither,  according  to  direc- 
tions from  the  Pope,  and  landed  them  in  Ireland  while  James  E*  Maurice 
lined,  certainly  the  rooting  out  of  them,  beeing  commanded  by  such  a poli- 
tique and  tryed  commander  as  the  s*^  James  Fitz  Maurice  was,  vndoubtedly 
would  haue  cost  the  losse  of  much  bloud  and  an  inexhaustible  quantity  of 
mony.  Put  thanks  bee  to  God,  it  is  farre  better  as  it  is.  And  thus  came 
the  ^larquesse  Stukeley  to  the  period  of  his  life,  which  should  haue  been 
one  of  y*  cheifest  instruments  to  ruin  Ireland.  But  now  to  my  former 
matter  where  I left.  Lett  this  be  observed,  that  few  yeares  before  Sebas- 
tianus his  ouerthrow  in  Affrica,  where  Stukeley  and  his  Italians  perished, 
and  that  long  and  miserable  warre  begun  by  James  Fitz  Maurice  and 
continued  by  the  Earle  of  Desmond  ; a strange  starre,  commonly  called  a 
comett — or  rather  that  you  call  it  soe  Apiuoment  in  the  Chayre  of  Cassio- 
peas  Constellation — appeared  in  Kouember,  1573. 

James  Fitz  Maurice  beeing  arriued  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  as  aforesayd, 
not  knowing  of  the  losse  of  the  Marquesse,  soone  after  his  lauding  began 
to  bring  to  passe  his  designs  (if  God  had  not  prevented  him).  Ypon  his 
arriuall,  S'’  John  of  Desmond,  the  Earle  of  Desmond’s  brother,  made  his 
repaire  vnto  him,  vpon  what  intention  or  notion  I know  not.  This  S'  John 
of  Desmond  bare  a priuate  grudge  and  hatred  to  y®  Countesse  of  Desmond, 
his  brother’s  wyfe  ; for,  after  that  she  became  the  mother  of  that  young  son, 
the  L'^  James,  S'  John  of  Desmond  was  out  of  all  hopes  to  enjoy  or  inherite 
the  Earledome  after  his  brother’s  death ; whereas  before  the  birth  of  that  child 
he  conceived  otherwise.  But  whatsoeuer  y®  reason  was  that  made  him  dis- 
loyall,  ti’uly  he  was  a plague  sent  from  God  to  bee  the  actor  of  the  vtter  mine 
of  this  greate  house,  which  stood  for  soe  many  descents  in  honor  and  estima- 
tion. This  S' John’s  liueinge  was  greate,  and  himself  well  bredd  and  brought 
vp  ; a man  of  good  witt  if  hee  had  putt  it  to  good  vses  ; but  employing  it 
about  pernitious  matters  was  the  contagious  plague  that  killed  him  and  all 
his  generation,  as,  sayes  the  famous  poett  {JS'or  anything  so  'pestilential 
as  misapplied  Witt').  To  bee  the  better  Wellcome  to  Fitz  Maurice  and 
the  Spaniards,  he  thought  to  performe  some  peice  of  seruice  whereby  hee 
might  giue  them  assurance  of  his  faithfull  meaning  to  doe  them  seruice, 
and  not  to  leaue  any  after  meanes  to  recant  or  shrinke  back.  He  thought 
therefore  effectually  to  performe  what  hee  aimed  at.  On  a suddaint,  asso- 
ciates with  him  his  brother,  S'  John  of  Desmond,  and  with  all  haste  drawes 
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together  some  Irish  souldiers  and  galloghglasses  to  ioine  '^dth  theyre  con- 
federates Fitz  Manrice  and  the  Spaniards.  The  Earle  himselfe  calld 
togeather  his  friends,  and  made  some  shewe,  as  though  he  would  goe 
against  them,  whereupon  the  Earle  of  Clanrickard,  with  a competent 
number  of  souldiers,  draws  neere  the  enemy,  but  at  last  (as  it  is  reported) 
was  by  the  sayd  Earle  of  Desmond  diuerted,  and  sent  home  againe. 

The  Lord  Deputy  beeing  aduertised  by  Henry  Danis  of  Fitz  Maurice 
and  the  Spaniards  arriuall,  forthwith  sent  strict  comands  to  the  Earle  of 
Desmond  and  his  Bretheren  ioyntly  to  assay le  the  fort,  and  dissipate  je 
enemy  and  Rebelles  that  held  the  same.  They  received  the  s^  comand, 
gathered  togeather  theyre  members,  talked  and  considered  upon  the 
matter,  and  haueing  found  it  full  of  danger  and  perrill,  refused  to 
hazzard  themselves  headlong  to  the  danger  thereof.  There  was  then 
an  English  gentleman,  called  Henry  Dauis,  before  mentioned.  High 
Sherriffe  of  the  County  of  Corke,  who  was  alsoe  Gossip  to  S''  John  of 
Desmond,  who  tooke  his  iourney  to  the  County  of  Kerrey,  within  a 
while  after  the  arriuall  of  these  Spaniards,  as  Justice  Meade  did  alsoe. 
And  hee  the  Dauis,  being  one  night  at  Traly  (one  of  the  Earles 
cheife  Mann''  Houses),  the  s'^S''John  of  Desmond,  accompanyed  with  di- 
uerse  others,  not  regarding  y®  feare  of  God,  his  duty  of  allegiance,  the 
ouerthrow  of  his  House,  nor  what  a monstrous  & inhumane  a thing  it  was 
before  the  Hoyall  throne  ofheauen,  and  odious  wrath  to  murther  his 
Gosship,  but  rather  beeing  ledd  by  deuilish  fury,  entered  about  midnight 
the  Lodging  where  Dauis  lay,  and  murthered  him  in  his  bedd,  with  one 
Arture  Charter,  Prouost  ^larshall  of  Munster,  and  all  theyre  people  that 
were  with  them.  This  foule  murther,  when  it  came  to  the  heareing  of 
Fitz  ]\Iaurice,  it  greatly  displeased  him,  as  one  whose  noble  nature  and 
free  condition  deadlilj*  hated  & abhorred  such  wicked  acts.  S'"  John  now 
alledged  for  iustification  the  seuerall  abuses  offered  to  him  bj*  Mr.  Dauis 
in  former  tymes,  and  that  the  cleargy  told  him  it  was  a meritorius  act  to 
kill  a Hereticke.  But  James  Fiz  Maurice  reproued  the  manner  of  it, 
wishing  rather  it  had  bin  done  in  the  way  then  in  Bedd ; And  when  it 
came  to  the  Earles  ears,  hee  condemned  it  with  all  his  hearte  as 
a thing  most  detestable,  and  in  deede  this  most  wicked  act  did  ble- 
mish his  reputation  both  with  freinds  and  foes,  and  noething  after 
committing  thereof  did  prosper  with  him.  Notwithstanding,  he  ioynes 
with  Fitz  Maurice,  and  both,  w*^  Banners  displayed,  marched  out  of 
Kerry  into  the  County  of  Limericke  without  any  resistance,  none  beeing 
there  to  stoppe  theyre  passadge.  Where  both  of  them  being  in  the 
campe  an  vnhappye  accident  fell  out  in  this  manner.  One  of  S"  Johns 
men  rauished  a woeman  w*"''  followed  the  campe,  which  beeing  com- 
playned  of  to  Fitz  Maurice,  to  doe  iustice  and  obserue  martiall  dis- 
cipline therein,  hee  comanded  the  offender  presently  to  bee  put  to  death, 
wherevnto  S'"  John  would  by  no  meanes  consent.  This  man  surely 
lost  his  witts,  if  ever  hee  had  any,  not  respecting  Murther  or  Eape. 
When  Fitz  Maurice  saw  hee  could  not  haue  his  will  to  punish  male- 
factors, and  doe  justice  on  soeheynous  offences,  hee  thought  good  to  yeelde 
to  necessity,  and  for  auoyding  of  ciuill  discord,  to  part  company  with  his 
cosen,  and  to  expect  the  company  of  Stukeley,  of  whose  losse  he  knew 
nothing;  and  in  the  meane  tyme  hee  determined  to  goe  ouerinto  Conaught, 
to  draw  from  thence  S''  John  Bourke,  Clanric^rds  Brother,  of  whose  assist- 
ance he  was  sure,  and  in  his  goeing  thither  hee  purposed  to  goe  to  the 
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Abbey  of  Holy  Crosse,  in  the  County  of  Tipperary,  to  performe  a tow 
which  hee  made  beyond  seas.  But  in  passeing  thither  through  the  lands  of 
Theobald  Bourke  (his  neere  cosen,  and  whose  son  "William  was  with  him  in 
the  last  Ptebellion),  hee  haueing  notice  of  F*  Maurice,  his  goeing  that  way, 
persued  him  with  all  the  tforces  hee  could  make,  adioyning  to  his  com- 
pany the  Sherriffe  of  the  County,  who  ouertooke  theyre  enemy  in  the 
feild.  Maurice  seeing  himselfe  persued  by  him,  by  whom  he  expected 
noe  danger,  sent  one  of  his  men  to  entreate  his  cossen  to  desiste  from  fur- 
ther persute,  assureing  him  hee  meant  him  noe  hurt.  But  the  s*^  Bourke 
either  feareing  his  owne  danger  in  suffering  him  to  escape,  haueing  the 
aduantage  of  the  day,  haueing  more  men  than  his  adnersary  by  halfe,  or 
rather  being  desirous  (as  I beleiue)  to  aduance  himselfe  and  his  posterity 
in  doing  so  noteable  a peice  of  seruice,  sends  him  word  to  prepare  for  his  de- 
fence. James  F*  Maurice,  therefore,  perceueing  that  he  muwst  of  necessity 
fight,  encouraged  his  men  to  the  combatt,  he  beeing  followed  by  lesse  then 
a hundred  footemen,  and  some  fewe  horsemen,  not  thinking  before  of  any 
such  surprise  in  his  iourney.  To  fight  they  went  on  both  sydes,  and  on 
both  sydes  it  was  manfully  fought  out,  Bourke  farre  exceeding  him  in  num- 
ber. In  the  heate  of  this  fight  a base  Boy  from  the  aduerse  party,  shooteing 
out  of  a fowling  peice,  and  aimeing  full  at  James  F^  Maurice,  who  was 
easily  knowne  bj'  his  j^ellow  doublett,  shott  him  in  the  Breast  farre  into  the 
body.  This  hurt  hee  concealed  from  his  followers,  for  feare  that  the  know- 
ing it  might  discomfort  his  party ; and  although  hee  was  then  full  of  greife, 
pa}me,  and  soarenesse,  yett  remembering  his  owne  fame  and  renowne  spread 
soe  farre  throughout  the  most  parts  of  Europe,  left  noething  vnattempted 
as  well  to  reuenge  his  owne  death  as  also  gloriously  to  obtayne  the  victory. 
This  beeing  his  last  act,  and  in  that  desperate  resolution,  hee  gaue  in 
with  greate  violence  amongst  his  enemyes,  where  meeting  with  Theobald 
Bourke,  with  one  blow  hee  claue  his  head,  and  perceiueing  the  s*^  Theo- 
balds Brother,  William  Bourke,  not  farre  from  him,  hee  ran  at  him,  and 
with  the  second  stroake  slew  him.  The  enemy  beeing  thus  overthrowne, 
Fitz  IMaurice,  feeleing  himselfe  wounded  to  death,  made  it  knowne  vnto 
Doctor  Allen,  an  English  preist,  who  still  boare  him  company,  as  well 
in  Italy  as  alsoe  in  Ireland.  His  wound  was  found  to  be  mortall, 
and  past  all  cure,  which  was  noe  small  greife  to  those  that  beheld  him, 
who  pittyfully  bewaylled  and  lamented  the  vntimely  loss  of  so  brave  a 
leader,  whose  equall  they  were  sureneuer  again  to  meete  of  his  own  Race. 
Well,  there  was  noe  remedy — God’s  will  must  be  done,  punishing  the 
sins  of  the  Father  in  the  death  of  the  son.  Fitz  Maurice  made  a godly 
end  of  his  lyfe  (only  that  he  boare  Arms  ag®‘  his  Soveraigne  Princesse, 
the  Queene  of  England),  and  within  an  houre  after  receiueing  his  wound 
gaue  up  the  ghost,  to  the  lamentable  greife  of  all  those  of  his  Faction. 
The  death  of  James  Fitz  Maurice  was  the  beginning  of  the  decay  of 
this  honorable  House  of  Desmond,  out  of  which  neuer  issued  so  braue  a 
man  in  all  perfection,  both  for  qualityes  of  the  mind  and  body ; besides 
the  league  betweene  him  and  others  for  defence  of  Religion.  Hee  was 
forced  against  his  will  to  runn  that  course  hee  did,  by  the  malice 
of  the  Countesse  of  Desmond,  and  the  ingratitude  of  the  Earle,  who 
most  vnkindly  reiected  his  suite.  JS^ot withstanding,  the  condition  of  mor- 
tall man  is  not  like  to  bee  capeable  of  a greater  benefitt  then  the  Earle  re- 
ceived by  the  hands  of  F*  Maurice,  defending  him  and  his  right  val- 
liantly,  and  procureing  his  enlargement  beyond  all  expectation,  after 
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seauen  yeares  imprisonment.  This  Fitz  Maurice  was  well  worthy  to 
seme  any  Prince  in  Christendome,  both  for  his  Manhood,  Pollicy,  and 
Good  Direction  ; hee  was  a noble  and  gallant  Gentleman — graue, 
affable,  wise,  learned,  and  religious;  a man  of  a farre-reaching  witt, 
of  a voluble,  sweete  toung,  and  have  a comely  behaueiour ; and  if  his 
meanes  had  bin  able  to  second  the  plott  he  layed,  out  of  all  question  hee 
would  haue  performed  much  in  that  last  action.  But  all  his  haughty 
designes  died  with  his  lyfe,  and  the  downfall  of  his  house  presently  ensued. 
The  English  through  his  death  tooke  heart  and  courage  ; and  the  Irish 
were  daunted,  haueing  lost  theyre  cheife  Leader,  beeing  neuer  like  to  fynde 
such  another.  Lett  noe  man  bee  offended,  if  I give  him  his  due  praise ; 
for  I hold  it  lawfull  to  commend  worth  euen  in  an  enemy,  for  what  I haue 
deliuered  of  him  I speake  without  passion  or  partiality. 

Kow,  as  soone  as  James  Fitz  Maurice  was  dead,  his  cozen,  Maurice 
Fitz  John,  caused  his  head  to  bee  cut  of  from  his  body;  and,  haueing  noe 
leasure  to  bury  the  body,  left  it  wrappt  in  a caddowe  vnder  an  old  oake, 
where  beeing  soone  after  found  by  an  huntsman,  the  body  without  head 
was  brought  to  Killmallock,  and  there  hanged  on  a Gibbett,  and  shott  by 
the  English  souldiers,  that  were  glad  to  see  him  dead  whom  they  soe  much 
feared  liueing,  as  they  durst  not  looke  him  in  the  face.  You  have  heard 
the  end  of  the  cheifest  actor  in  this  remarkeable  tragedy  : wee  will  now 
proceed  on  to  shew  what  became  of  y®  rest. 

8^  John  of  Desmond,  after  the  deajh  of  Eitz  Maurice,  commanded  the 
Pebells  in  cheife,  the  Earle  all  this  whyle  not  intermeddling  with  the 
matter,  but  outwardly  shewed  greife  and  sorrow  for  the  course  that  his  co- 
sen Fitz  Maurice  and  his  owne  Brethren  tooke ; and  came  unto  the  Lord 
Deputy  of  Ireland,  when  he  came  into  the  county  of  Limericke,  neere  to 
KiUmalocke ; and,  comeing  before  y®  s*^  Lord  Deputy,  hee  playnely  and 
cleerely  quitted  himselfe  from  all  imputations  and  blemishes  that  hee  was 
charged  with  concerning  the  Eebellion  of  S’’  John  and  others  his  followers. 
And  before  the  s^^  L*^  Deputy  promised  to  remaine  and  persist  still  in  his 
faithe  and  obedience  to  the  Queene,  and  bound  himselfe  by  oath  that  hee 
and  his  would  warre  againste  the  Pebelles.  MEereupon  hee  was  de- 
sired to  gather  togeather  his  men,  and  to  returne  to  the  Deputy.  In 
the  meane  time  the  Queene,  as  shee  was  still  a gratious,  louing,  and 
bountifull  Princesse,  at  this  tyme  she  so  shewed  herselfe  to  Milliam 
Bourke,  vnto  whom  she  wrote  comfortable  letters,  full  of  loue  and  sorrow 
for  the  losse  of  his  sons  and  people,  and  created  him  Baron  of  Castle  Con- 
nell, and  bountifully  rewarded  him  with  an  annuall  pension ; but,  not- 
withstanding all  this,  his  greife  gaue  an  overthrown  to  his  joy,  so  as  soone 
after  hee  dyed. 

8^  John,  being  constituted  in  F^  Maurice  his  place,  marched  through 
the  country ; mett  w**'  the  English  forces,  ledd  by  Captajme  Porke,  Cap- 
tayne  Herbert,  Captaine  Prince,  and  others;  fought  with  them,  and  ouer- 
threw  them  in  a playne  feild,  at  a place  called  Moneouan,  in  the  county  of 
Limericke,  and  happily  had  the  killing  of  themselues  and  theyre  whole 
companyes ; which  made  him  soe  arrogant  and  proud,  that  soone  after  hee 
dared  with  banners  displayed  in  open  feild  to  meete  and  oppose  her  Majestys 
Eorces  wholy.  The  Queene,  still  to  keepe  on  foote  the  whole  number  of  the 
Companyes  of  her  Army,  and  to  supply  this  losse,  sent  hither  hue  hundred 
souldiers  out  of  Deuonshire;  and  Perrott  alsoe  was  sent  ouer  out  of  England, 
with  sixe  greate  shipps  of  warre  to  defend  the  mouth  and  entry  of  the 
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harbours,  for  that  Stukeley  with  the  Spanyards  and  Italians  were  dayly 
expected.  At  which  tyme  the  Deputy,  beeing  vehemently  sick,  goes  to 
AVaterford  for  his  healths  sake,  and  left  his  place  to  Captayne  Nicholas 
Malby,  President  of  Conaught,  and  Gouerm  of  Munster;  who  upon  his 
returne  back  from  the  Deputy,  beeing  a greate  enemy  to  the  whole  house 
of  Desmond,  for  Mr.  Henry  Dauis  his  murther,  and  (as  the  Irish  saye) 
thought  to  reuenge  the  same  more  then  by  his  office  hee  ought  to  haue 
done.  The  Countesse  of  Desmond  otferrs  him  her  only  son  and  heyre,  in 
hostage  for  the  Father;  for  after  hee  departed  from  Killmalocke  from  the 
Deputy,  hee  appeared  not,  least  he  should  bee  taken  and  imprisoned  as  he 
was  before,  beeing  his  couucellors  and  followers  aduised  him  soe  to  doe,  as 
well  as  his  owne  mistrust  of  Captayne  Malby.  This  Cap"®  Malby 
often  tymes  b}'  letters  admonished  him  of  his  duty  and  promises,  and 
desired  him  not  to  delay.  The  Gouernor  himselfe  remoued  to  Connilloe 
against  the  Rebelles.  This  country  of  Connilloe  is  a large  and  woody  yett 
fertile  countiy,  and  was  part  of  the  sayd  Earle  of  Desmonds  patrimony. 
There  the  s^  Gouernor  almost  vsed  the  subiects  euen  as  he  did  the  lle- 
belles,  ^'hereunto  the  insolencyes  of  the  souldiers  beeing  added,  gaue  occa- 
sion to  the  Earle  to  suspect  Malby.  S"  John  drawes  his  forces  there 
together  to  entertayne  Malby  in  the  feild,  putt  his  men  in  array,  offerrs 
battaile,  displayes  the  Popes  consecrated  Banner,  and  exhorts  his  men  to 
the  fight.  The  Gouernor  Malby  entertaines  it,  and  signes  giueu,  theyioine 
battaile,  when  both  armies  fought  it  furiously.  But  S"  John  retyred,  suffer- 
ing more  losse  than  the  Queen’s  arm}*  did,  and  Doctor  Allen  the  deuine 
was  killed  encourageing  them  to  fight,  and  promiseing  them  victory. 
The  Earle  himselfe,  who  was  a spectator  from  some  neere  hill,  the  same 
night  writes  (whither  dissemblingly  or  not)  letters  congratulatory  to  Malby, 
and  vnder  collour  of  freindship,  w\arnes  him  to  remoue  his  camp  from 
thence.  Mallby  sends  back  the  messenger,  commanding  him  to  come  to 
him  and  ioyne  his  forces,  whom  when  in  vayne  hee  had  expected  foure 
days,  hee  then  remoued  to  Pvaghkeale,  a towne  belonging  to  the  s*^  Desmond. 
Now  the  Earle,  who  had  egregiously  continued  his  dissimulation,  both  in 
countenance  and  word  (as  the  Gouernour  thought),  leaues  to  bee  the  same 
man,  and  playnely  putts  on  a Bebelles  mynd ; and  the  same  night,  it  being 
darke,  the  Bebelles  inuaded  Mallb}’es  camp,  which  beeing  well  foi  tifyed, 
the)’  retired  back,  doeing  noe  greate  hurt  to  it ; S‘‘  John  beeing  daunted  in 
his  spirit  by  Malbyes  courage,  policy,  and  conduct  shewed  in  these  two 
skirmishes,  was  soe  cowed,  as  he  neuer  afterwards  durst  meete  her  Majesty’s 
forces  in  plaine  feild,  but  kept  himselfe  in  woods  & places  of  strength. 
In  the  first  beginning  he  shewed  himselfe  very  forward,  but  when  it  came 
often  to  blows  he  proved  not  soe  for^^'ard.  Afterwards  the  English  Armye 
beeing  at  Baghkeale,  suspected  the  Earle  had  a hand  in  his  Brothers  quar- 
rell,  and  sent  to  him  to  appeare  before  them  to  iustifye  himselfe.  But  hee 
beeing  ill  aduised,  and  (as  I thinke)  not  well  established  in  his  witts,  laot 
dareing  to  committ  the  custody  of  his  body  into  the)’re  hands  (haueing  in 
his  Bemembrance  his  long  imprisonment  in  England),  sent  his  Countesse 
to  excuse  him,  haueing  given  the  Earles  son,  the  Lord  James,  who  was 
then  but  of  seaven  yeares  of  age,  as  a pledge  for  his  fathers  future  loyalty. 
The  excuse  beeing  not  accepted,  the  Gou®nor,  thinking  that  place  to 
bee  fitt  to  disioyne  the  Bebells  forces,  putt  a Garrison  there,  and  from 
thence  marched  to  Askeaton,  a Castle  of  the  Earles,  standing  upon  a hill 
enuironed  with  the  Biver  Ahsketton,  which  was  guarded  by  souldiers.  But 
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before  hee  would  lay  seidge  to  it,  he  wrote  againe  to  the  Earle,  presenting 
to  him  the  Queenes  mercy,  the  aimcient  dignity  of  the  house  of  Desmond, 
the  glory  of  his  ancestors,  and  the  infamy  he  should  bring  to  his  posterity, 
and  exhorted  him  not  to  be  tainted  with  the  name  of  a Rebell,  but  to  return 
to  his  duty.  Rut  he  to  the  contrary  arms  his  mynd  with  obstinacy,  and 
his  Castle  of  all  sydes  with  Spanish  and  Irish.  The  Lord  Deputy  Drury 
in  the  meane  tyme  dyed  at  Waterford,  and  by  his  death,  dyed  ^lalbyes 
authority  in  iNIunster,  who  when  hee  had  put  his  men  in  Garrison,  went 
to  Conaught,  the  prouince  of  his  Gouernment.  The  Rebells  tooke  hearte 
by  the  death  of  the  Deputy,  and  bethought  how  they  might  draw  them- 
selves from  the  English  comand,  and  were  of  opinion  to  block  up  the 
Garrisons  on  all  sydes,  and  starue  them.  S'"  James  of  Desmond  be- 
seidged  xVhdare,  where  ]\Ir.  Stanley  and  George  Carew  were  in  Gar- 
rison ; but  the  Beseidged  apprehending  famine  as  the  extremity  of  all 
evills,  weaiyed  the  Beseidgers  with  often  eruptions,  soe  that  they 
raised  the  Seidge,  James  beeing  wounded.  The  Earle  of  Ormonde 
sends  the  Earl  of  Desmond’s  son  to  Dublin,  to  bee  kept  for  Hostage. 
Pelham,  the  Lord  Justice  of  Ireland  came  up  to  Munster,  sends  for 
Desmond,  but  he  excuses  himselfe  by  letters  sent  by  his  wife ; and 
for  that  cause  the  Earle  of  Ormond  is  sent  to  him  to  warne  him  to 
send  away  Saunders  the  Deuine  and  the  souldiers  y*  were  strangerr 
and  to  deliuer  up  into  his  hands  the  Castles  of  Carrigifoyle,  ana 
of  Ahskeaton ; to  submit  himselfe  absolutly,  and  to  turne  his  forces 
against  his  Brethren  and  the  other  Rebelles ; assureing  him  of  Grace  of 
hee  did;  if  not,  to  be  declared  a Traytor  and  an  enemy  to  the  Country. 
But  his  diffidence  and  distrust  preuailed  Avith  him  before  reason,  soe 
that  he  stiffly  reffused  to  appeare,  preferring  the  immaginary  safety  of  his 
owne  person  before  the  safety  of  his  house  and  posterity  : and  soe  dallyed 
with  them  yntill  the  first  daj'  of  Nouember,  and  the  same  day  hee  was 
proclaimed  Traytor,  with  sound  of  Trumpett,  soe  as  it  seemes  he  was 
forced  for  his  owne  safety  to  run  that  course  against  his  will ; and  seeing 
noe  other  remedy"  ioynes  Avith  his  Brethren  and  the  rest  of  the  Con- 
federates, when  he  heard  he  AAms  proclaymed  Traytor,  and  guilty  Cri- 
minis  Loesae  Majestatis,  these  accusations  beeing  sent  him  ; First,  that  hee 
dealt  with  forraigne  Princes  for  subdueing  the  Ivingdome;  Secondly,  for 
that  hee  entertained  James  Eitz  Maurice,  Dr.  Sanders,  Doctor  Allen,  and 
cherished  the  Spanyards  that  were  in  the  fort ; Thirdlj^,  that  hee  caused 
faithfull  subiects  to  bee  hanged;  Fourthly,  that  hee  displayed  againste 
the  Queene  the  Popes  Ensignes;  Fifthly,  that  hee  brought  strangers  into 
the  Kingdome.  Thus,  the  Earle  shows  himselfe  now  an  open  Rebell, 
whereas  his  best  course  had  bin,  to  haue  gone  for  England,  or  to  haue  made 
his  repaire  to  the  Counsell  in  Ireland,  and  all  had  bin  well,  but  God  de- 
priued  him  of  both  good  Counsellors,  good  A’nderstanding,  and  good  fortune. 
The  Declaration  beeing  published,  the  Cheife  Justice  sends  his  Com- 
mission to  the  Earle  of  Ormond  to  proceede  on  Avith  thewarrs.  Desmond 
thought  to  draw  to  his  party  as  many  as  hee  might,  and  turned  his 
designes  to  another  part  of  the  country,  passeth  from  the  county  of  Lim- 
merick  to  the  county  of  Corke,  drawes  some  to  hold  with  him  : Sacked 
Yoghill,  being  a Sea  Towne,  whitest  Ormond  entered  Conniloe  (being  the 
greatest  refuge  and  strength  the  Rebells  had),  and  tooke  away  some  cattle 
the  Rebbells  had,  which  he  bestowed  on  his  souldiers : passeth  thence 
after  Desmond  into  Youghill,  where  hee  caused  the  Mayor  to  bee  hanged 
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before  his  owne  doore,  for  refuseing  the  English  Garrison  ; fortified  the 
Towne,  and  after  prepares  himselfe  to  beseidge  the  Spaniards  within 
Sroane  Cally.  But  they  beforehand  withdrew  themselves  from  an  emi- 
nent danger,  and  hee  had  the  killing  of  many  of  them,  and  molested  the 
Rebbells  in  all  parts  of  the  Proiiince  of  iHiinster. 

Desmond  and  his  Brother  protracted  time,  fortifyeing  themselves  in 
fiiich  stronge  places  as  were  of  ditficult  accesse  to,  writes  long  letters  to  the 

Cheife  Justice  to  excuse  himselfe,  and  to  declare  vnto  him  that  he 
was  enforced  to  doe  what  hee  did  for  the  safety  of  his  body,  oner  whom 
his  aduersaryes  sought  noething  soe  much  as  to  insult  upon.  And  that 
hee  and  his  Brother  had  vndcrtaken  the  protection  of  the  Catholiq  faith  in 
Ireland  by  the  Popes  authority,  and  the  aduise  of  the  King  of  Spaine, 
therefore  they  warned  him  loueingly  and  courteously,  that  in  soe  pious  and 
soe  meritorious  a cause  hee  would  ioine  with  them  for  the  salvation  of  his 
soule.  The  Cheife  Justice  pleasantly  iested  att  those  things,  returnes  in  hast 
to  Munster,  calls  there  before  him  the  nobility  of  the  same,  detaynes  them 
with  him,  not  suffering  them  to  depart  without  giueing  hostages  and  pro- 
mises to  employ  all  theyre  power  and  ayde  with  him  and  Ormond  against  the 
llebelles.  This  hee  did  very  politickly  to  hinder  them  from  entering  into 
any  leange  with  Desmond  and  tlie  Spaniards.  And  soe  speedily  he  & Or- 
mond diuideing  themselves,  made  head  in  many  places  against  the  llebelles, 
and  brought  the  Lord  of  Lixnaw  to  yeild,  and  soe  began  to  beseidge  the 
Castle  of  Carrigfoyle,  which  was  then  commanded  by  an  Italian,  Captayne 
Jules,  with  some  few  Spanish  souldiers,  who  held  the  place  as  long  as  they 
could.  The  English  with  theyre  greate  Ordinance,  haueing  made  a greate 
breach  in  the  walls,  which  were  built  but  of  drye  stones,  entered  the  same, 
killd  part  of  the  Garrison,  hanged  the  rest  and  Jules  himselfe.  Then  the 
castles  of  Ballylogh  and  Askeaton,  perceiuiDg  the  Army  to  approach,  sett 
them  on  fire,  and  forsooke  them.  Peter  Carew  and  George,  his  brother, 
are  made  Gouernors  of  Askeaton,  with  a new  Garrison  of  the  English,  and 
wasted  the  lands  of  M^Awlitfe.  And  from  thence  the  Cheite  Justice 
tooke  his  iourny  by  a wett  and  watery  country,  or  mountaine,  called  Slew 
Logher,  and  entered  into  Kerry,  brings  away  greate  quantity  of  cattle,  and 
defeates  many  Ilebells.  James,  the  Earle  of  Desmond’s  Brother,  bearing 
hatred  to  Muskry,  and  because  the  Lord  of  Muskry  would  not  ioine  with 
them  in  that  league,  with  competent  forces  to  depopulate  and  prey  the 
county  of  Muskry,  and  haueing  pilladged  the  same,  and  taken  a greate 
prey,  and  goeing  of  with  the  same,  Daniell  Cormock  M'^Teige,  the  Lord 
of  Muskrys  Brother,  with  the  whole  forces  of  the  country,  pursued  him, 
ouertooke  him,  killd  some  of  his  men,  recouuered  the  spoyle,  and  tooke 
James  prisoner,  beeing  wounded  to  death.  And  Cormock  deliuered  the 
s‘^  James  to  AYarham  St.  Leger,  then  Marshall  of  Munster,  and  to  Cap- 
taine  Walter  Ilawleigh,  a new  commander.  This  S*'  Cormock  M'Teige, 
Lord  of  Muskry,  was  a worthy  and  noble  gentleman,  and  much  fauored 
by  Queene  Elizabeth,  from  whom  he  had  receiued  greate  gifts ; yet  I 
doe  believe  he  would  wish  that  seruice  had  bin  performed  bj*  some  other, 
yet  it  laye  not  in  his  power  to  helpe  it,  vnlesse  hee  would  tiirne  Tray  tor, 
which  very  wisely  hee  would  not  doe.  When  hee  was  delivered  to  the 
sayd  Marshall  and  Captaine  Rawleigh,  they  proceeded  againste  him  in 
Justice,  and  beeing  condemned,  executed  him  as  a Traytor,  and  set 
his  head  upon  the  gate  at  Corke.  The  Earle  of  Desmond  himselfe, 
beeing  ouer whelmed  with  misery  and  greife,  and  noewhere  safe,  re- 


THE  EARLS  OF  DESMOND. 


35 


moiies  euery  houre,  sends  his  wife  to  the  Lord  Cheife  Justice  to  aske 
pardon,  & employd  his  freinds  to  Capt“  Winter  (who,  with  an  annuall 
army,  watched  the  Spaniards  in  the  mouth  of  the  Hauen),  that  hee 
might  bee  transported  into  England  to  begge  pardon  of  the  Queene. 
The  Lord  Cheife  Justice  heareing  that  Arthur  Gray,  who  was  ap- 
poynted  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  was  landed,  leaning  the  comand  of  the 
Army  with  Mr.  George  Bowchier,  son  to  the  Earle  of  Bath,  b)’  easy 
iournyes  returned  to  Dublin,  toe  deliuer  up  the  Government  of  ye  king- 
dome  to  his  successor  ; hereby  some  ease  was  procured  for  those  Eebells 
of  Munster.  Eor  noe  sooner  this  Lord  Gray  was  arriued,  beeing  informed 
that  some  Bebbells  were  in  Leinster,  conducted  by  Eitz  Eustace  and 
Feogh  the  cheifest  of  that  house  ofO’Birnes,  who,  after  theyre 

spoyles  and  robberyes,  made  theire  retreate  to  a place  called  Glamiii- 
loury.  He,  to  win  reputatione,  and  to  strike  terrour  in  his  enemyes  att 
his  begining,  calles  the  captaines  from  all  partes  with  theyre  Troopes  to 
goe  with  him,  to  sett  upon  the  Eebells,  who  were  retired,  as  aforesayd,  to 
Glamullurry,  w*"^  is  a valley  full  of  grasse,  the  most  parte  of  it  fertill 
and  titt  to  feede  cattle,  scituate  at  the  foote  of  a steepe  rocke  full  of 
springes,  and  soe  environed  with  thick  Trees  and  Bushes,  that  the  very 
inhabitants  of  the  country  knew  not  the  wayes  in  it.  When  they  were 
come  to  the  place,  Crosby,  the  Leader  of  the  Light  Irish  Army,  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  scituation  of  the  place,  aduertised  the  others  of 
the  danger  in  entering  into  the  valley,  it  beeing  a fitt  place  for  Ambus- 
cades. Notwithstanding  this  aduise,  they  must  vndertake  it,  and 
exhorted  them  to  behaue  themselves  valliantly,  and  himselfe  being  70 
years  of  age  marched  in  the  Front,  and  the  reste  followed  him.  But 
beeinge  by  the  Eebelles  suffered  to  come  downe,  they  were  shrowded  with 
shotts  & arrowes,  like  haile  driuen  with  a tempest,  from  the  bushes 
and  strong  places,  where  the  Eebells  were  aduantageously  placed ; where- 
with, and  with  the  furious  onsett  of  the  enemyes,  the  most  parte  of  them 
were  slayne.  Then  the  rest,  retyreing  and  climbeing  up  the  Eocks  and 
craggy  places  and  wayes,  and  in  greate  distresse,  came  to  the  L*^  Deputy, 
who  stood  upon  a Hill  expecting  the  euent,  with  the  Earle  of  Kildare  and 
S'"  John  Winkfeild,  Master  of  y®  Greate  Ordinance,  who  seeing  and 
knowing  the  danger  wherein  they  were,  would  not  suffer  George  Carewe, 
one  of  his  nephewes,  to  goe  thither  to  succour  them  ; but  (reserueing  him 
for  greater  Honors)  Mr.  Peter  Carew,  the  younger,  George  Moore,  and 
Crossby  himselfe,  were  killed  there.  This  affronte  giuen  to  the  Lord 
Deputy  in  Leinster,  caused  him  to  turne  his  designes  to  the  prouince  of 
Munster,  as  ye  shall  shortly  heare. 

S'"  James  of  Desmond,  beeing  thus  cutt  of,  there  remaines  the  old 
Earle  and  his  Brother,  John,  with  others  of  the  name  yett  in  being. 
The  warrs  growing  hott  in  Munster,  sometimes  giueing  and  takeing 
blowes  to  & fro,  the  Queene  sends  out  of  England  ye  Earle  of 
Ormond,  with  sufficient  forces  to  prosecute  the  warre ; made  him 
Gouernor  of  Munster,  knowing  none  soe  fitt  as  hee,  in  respect  of 
his  loue  to  her  Majesty,  and  because  of  his  actuall  hatred  to  Desmond. 
In  the  meane  time,  Philip  King  of  Spayne,  heareing  how  things  rested 
in  Ireland,  and  willing  to  send  ayd  to  Desmond  and  his  complices,  sent 
hither  7 or  800  Spaniards  & Italians,  ledd  and  commanded  by  suffi- 
cient comanders,  but  it  proved  farre  otherwise.  The  comanders  name 
was  San  Joseph,  an  Italian  by  country.  And  besides  comeing  to  ayde 
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Desmond,  thc}’re  cheife  pretext  was  for  to  re-establish  the  Eoman  Religion, 
and  cause  Queene  Elizabeth  to  diuert  her  forces,  and  to  call  them  home  out 
of  the  Low  Countryes,  where  sliee  maintayned  them  to  helpe  the  Nether- 
landers,  These  Spanish  souldiers  landed  in  the  County  of  Kerry  at  Smer- 
wicke,  before-mentioned,  without  any  resistance.  In  regard  that  Cap*° 
Winter,  w^ho  had  wayted  for  them  in  that  place  a good  while,  seeing  the 
iEquinox  of  Autumne  past,  returned  for  England.  They  fortify ed  the  place 
with  Bulwarks  ; but  as  soone  as  they  had  knowne  that  the  Earle  of 
Ormond  was  on  his  way  comeing  towards  them,  they,  by  the  aduice  of 
the  Irishmen,  quitted  the  fort,  and  went  to  the  valley  of  Glannegaule, 
w'"''  was  a place  by  nature  strong,  and  of  a difficult  accesse  vnto,  by 
reason  of  the  mountaines  and  woods  which  enuironed  them ; but  they  could 
not  soe  soone  come  thither,  but  the  Goiiernour  tooke  some  of  them,  who 
beeing  examined  of  w*  number  they  were,  and  what  designes  they  had, 
confessed  that  they  were  seauen  or  eight  hundred,  and  that  they  brought 
Armes  for  tine  thousand,  and  looked  dayly  for  greater  numbers  out  of 
Spayne  ; that  the  Pope  and  King  of  Spayne  were  resolued  to  driue  the 
English  out  of  Ireland,  and  to  effect  the  same  had  sent  stoare  of  Trea- 
sure to  Saunders,  the  Popes  nuntio,  to  the  Earle  of  Desmond,  and  to  his 
Brother,  xind  y®  Spaniards,  not  knowing  how  to  turne  themselues  (in 
regard  they  could  but  would  not  remaine  in  the  canes,  haueing  noe  expe- 
rience of  the  Irish  warres),  by  the  benefitt  of  the  darke  night,  returned 
againe  to  the  ffort.  The  Earle  of  Ormond  came  and  encamped  before 
it,  but  wanting  Cannon  and  other  things  fitt  for  battery,  and  the 
beseidged  denyeing  to  yield,  he  was  constrained  to  attend  the  L** 
Deputyes  comeing,  who  wms  speedily  there,  and  with  him  John 
Zouch,  Cap*“®  Ilawleigh,  Denny,  Manworth,  Achin,  and  diuerse  others. 
x\.t  the  same  tyme  Cap‘“  Winter  being  reproued  for  his  comeing 
away  from  thence,  returned  from  England  with  liis  shipps  of  warre. 
The  Lord  Deputy  sent  a Trumpett  to  the  Fort  to  aske  those  who 
kept  it  who  brought  them  to  Ireland,  by  whom  they  were  sent,  and 
wherefore  they  built  a Fort  in  the  Queene’s  kingdom,  and  commanded 
them  presently  to  quitt  itt.  Whereunto  they  boldly  and  peremptorily 
answered.  That  thej^  w^ere  sent  some  from  the  Holy  Father  the  Pope,  and 
tlie  rest  from  the  King  of  Spayne,  to  whom  the  sayd  Father  had  giuen 
Ireland,  Queene  Elizabeth  being  fallen  from  it  by  reason  of  her  Heresy; 
and,  therefore,  they  would  keepe  what  they  had,  and  get  more  if  they 
could.  Whereupon  the  Deputy  and  Winter  haueing  consulted  how  they 
should  beseidge  it,  caused  the  souldiers  by  night  to  bring  some  culverings 
from  y'  shipps,  and  haueing  made  the  Bulwarke  upon  the  shoare,  drew 
them  easily  forward,  and  conueniently  planted  them  for  battery.  The 
land  souldiers  bent  theyre  greatest  Ordnance  to  the  other  syde,  and  soe 
both  on  both  sydes  played  upon  the  house  incessantly  for  4 dayes 
together  (though  ye  place  in  ye  opinion  of  all  martiall  men  was  held  im- 
pregnable). In  the  meane  time  the  Spaniards  made  many  salleys, 
but  in  vayne,  they  noething  proffitting  thereby.  The  English  looseing 
thereby  but  some  few  souldiers,  and  S^  John  Cheeke.  San  Joseph, 
that  commanded  the  Fort,  a very  coward  and  vnfitt  for  the  warrs, 
beeing  affrighted  with  the  continuall  Battery,  thinkes  presently  vpon 
rendering  it;  and  knowing  Hercules  Pisano  and  the  other  Captaines 
vnder  his  command  strong  to  disswade  him  from  it,  as  an  vnworthy 
thing  to  bee  done  by  souldiers,  and  to  insist  that  by  theyre  cowardly- 
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iiesse  they  should  not  demiuish  the  courage  of  the  Irish,  who  were 
comeing  to  theyre  succour  with  all  speede,  but  to  endure  the  Assault. 
The  Gouernour,  vn willing  to  hold  out  the  seidge,  with  a remarkeable 
cowardlynesse,  sounds  out  ye  intentions  of  ye  souldiers,  and  threatning 
the  sayd  Captaines,  in  the  end  brought  them  to  condiscend  to  yeeld  the 
Fort,  notwithstanding  the  perswasions  of  Hercules  Pisano,  a man  for  his 
resolution  & courage  truly  worthy  to  bear  that  name.  Soe,  not  expect- 
ing releife  out  of  Spayne,  or  from  the  Earle  of  Desmond,  who,  with  all 
hast,  was  gathering  sufficient  fforces  to  succor  them ; the  place,  by  the 
cowardise  of  the  sayd  Gouernor,  was  yeelded  to  the  Lord  Deputy  and  to 
Ormond,  who,  quite  contrary  to  his  promise  and  faith  past  to  them  for  the 
safety  of  theyre  lives  upon  composition,  put  all  the  souldiers  in  cold  blood 
to  the  sword,  reserueing  only  the  Captaines,  for  which  breache  of  promise 
and  bloody  act  her  Majesty  gaue  him  but  small  thanks,  who  alwayes 
abhorred  and  detested  such  cruell  acts,  shee  beeing  the  most  mercifull 
Princesse  that  lined  in  her  tyme. 

The  waiTs  of  Munster  are  thus  goeing  forward  betweene  the  Deputy 
and  Desmond,  sometymes  with  losse  on  either  syde.  And  now  in  the  se- 
cond 3’eare  of  this  warre  and  Rebellion,  Mr.  John  Zouch,  beeing  Gouernor 
of  Munster,  polliticklj'  layd  a snare  to  entrappe  S"'  John  of  Desmond,  the 
Earle’s  Brother,  and  Actor  of  all  these  troubles,  and  thus  it  happened. 

John  of  Desmond  haueing  appointed  to  meete  with  Dauid  Barre}*, 
son  and  heyre  to  the  Lord  Barry,  then  alsoe  in  action  with  them,  neere 
Castle  Lyons,  one  of  the  Barryes  Manner  Houses,  with  whom  Mr.  Patrick 
Condon  and  the  Senneschall  of  Imokilly,  were  to  meete.  Att  the  meete- 
ing-place,  the  plott  was  revealed  by  some  back  freind  vnto  S’"  John, 
who,  not  willing  to  ommit  soe  good  an  opportunity,  had  left  Corke  at  the 
shutting  of  the  gate  at  night  time,  and  appeared  neere  Castle  Ljmns  the 
next  morning.  And,  as  fortune  would  haue.  S’"  John,  accompanj^ed  with 
one  horseman,  James  Fitz  John,  the  heyre  of  Sroanecally,  appeared  at 
the  meeteing  place,  thinkeing  to  find  Mr.  David  Barry  and  the  rest  of  the 
Confederates,  who  were  not  as  }*ett  come  thither.  S'"  John  beeing  seene  by 
the  Gouernors  horsemen,  and  knowing  him  to  bee  theyre  enemy,  gaue  a 
charge  upon  him.  S*'  John  was  then  aduised  by  his  sayd  cosen  to  leaue  his 
horse,  and  to  take  the  next  wood  for  his  safety.  But  (see  the  iust  vengeance 
and  judgement  of  God),  hee  had  not  the  power  to  stirre  hand  nor  foote,  nor 
once  to  moue  out  of  the  place  where  hee  then  stoode,  but,  turning  back 
when  the  horsemen  came  neere  him,  hee  was  runn  with  a lance,  and  (as 
some  thinke)  shott  with  a pistoll  full  in  the  throate  by  one  Thomas 
Fleming  (as  was  thought),  who  in  former  times  had  bin  his  owne  servant. 
The  Gouernor  presently  came  to  the  place  where  he  lay,  hopeing  to  haue 
taken  him  alive,  but  the  speares  head  was  noe  sooner  drawne  but  hee 
presently  dyed.  His  head  was  cutt  of  from  the  body  and  brought  to 
Corke.  His  cosen,  that  stayd  with  him,  and  might  have  escaped  from 
them  but  for  shame,  would  not  leaue  him  alone,  was  brought  to  Corke, 
and  there  put  to  death.  The  body  of  S'”  John  was  hanged  in  chaynes  oner 
the  citty  gates,  where  it  hanged  up  for  3 or  foure  yeares  togeather  as  a 
spectacle  to  all  the  Beholders  to  looke  on,  vntil  at  length  a greate  storme  of 
wynd  blew  it  off“,  but  the  head  was  sent  to  Dublin,  and  there  fastened  to  a 
pole,  and  set  over  the  castle  wall.  The  iust  judgement  of  God  lighting 
upon  him  (as  I verily  beleiue),  for  the  foule  and  inhumane  murther  of 
Henry  Dauis.  Garrett,  the  old  Earle,  outliueing  both  his  Brothers  (who 
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were,  as  you  hauehearde,  cutt  off),  for  the  space  of  two  yearesheld  indiffe- 
rent play  with  the  English  Army,  giueing  and  receiiieing  oiierthrowes  by 
light  skirmishes,  meeteing  once  with  three  of  the  Earle  of  Ormond’s  Bre- 
thren, they  farre  surmounting  the  s'^.  Earle  in  number  of  foote  and  horse, 
and  being  glad  to  have  such  an  aduantage  and  opportunity  beyond  expecta- 
tion presented  them  to  take  him  the  s*^  Earle  either  alive  or  dead,  triumphed 
in  theire  imaginations,  and  furiously  sett  upon  him,  but  (according  to  re- 
port) the  Earle’s'  troopes  being  ledd  by  the  Seneschall  of  Imokilly,  a right 
valiant  gentleman,  gaue  soe  violent  a charge  to  coole  the  heate  of  ye 
enemy,  that  a good  number  of  them  were  soone  enough  washed  with  the 
cold  water  of  slaughter.  At  length  they,  finding  themselves  thus  discom- 
fitted  with  noe  small  losse,  they  speedily  retyred.  I judge  by  true 
relation,  as  alsoe  by  writeings,  that  the  Seneschall  of  Imokilly  hath  bin 
a Gooil  Leader,  as  well  dureing  the  former  Warrs  of  James  Fitz  Maurice, 
as  alsoe  in  this  last  Warre  of  Desmond;  for  I find  not  his  equall  in  that 
troublesome  action,  of  his  owne  Ranke  and  Quality.  At  4 yeares  end  her 
Majesty  sends  over  from  England  a generall  Pardon,  with  an  Act  of  Obli- 
uion  to  all  such  as  were  partners,  complices,  and  adliearents  to  the  Earle 
of  Desmond,  in  this  warr  or  rebellion,  that  should  come  in  and  submitt 
themselues,  and  take  the  benefit  thereof.  This  Act  of  Obliuion  was  granted 
very  wisely,  only  to  draw  from  the  s*^  Earle  of  Desmonds  party  as  many 
of  those  prime  peeres  as  would  submitt  and  accept  of  the  benefit  of  that 
remission,  gratiously  granted  by  her  Majesty,  beeing  ye  most  Gratiousand 
Mercifull  Princesse  that  lived  in  her  tyme.  This  generall  pardon  was  openly 
proclaimed  in  all  Cittj’es,  Markett  Townes,  and  Corporations  throughout  the 
precinct  of  Ireland,  and  especially  in  Munster,  and  the  benefitt  thereof  gene  - 
rall}" extended  to  euery  of  those  in  Rebellion,  that  would  submitt  & accept 
thereof.  When  this  Proclamation  and  Act  of  Obliuion  was  generally  know"ne 
to  those  whom  it  might  concerne,  they  considered  and  consulted  of  y®  matter, 
and  saw  ho’W  her  Majesty,  of  her  bountifullnesse  and  clemency,  was  will- 
ing to  grant  them  theyre  pardons  contrary  to  theyre  deserts,  after  theyre 
disloyall  Rebellion  against  the  Crowne  of  England;  And  they  being  loath 
to  be  attainted,  and  theyre  Lands  sequestered,  for  such,  and  diverse  other 
considerations  and  motives  they  submitted,  and  accepted  of  theyre  par- 
dons. As  Mr.  Dauid  Barry,  the  Lord  Barrymores  Son  ; Mr.  Patrick  Condon; 
the  Seneschall  of  Imokilly,  and  many  others  which  now  I omitt  for 
breuity  sake,  who  accepted  of  the  benefitt  of  the  Articles,  then  concluded 
betweene  them  and  those  in  Command  from  her  Majesty.  But  Mr.  Dauid 
Barry  aforementioned,  w*ho  after  his  father’s  death  succeeded  him  in  the 
Lordship  of  Barrymore,  went  for  England,  presented  himselfe  before  her 
Majesty,  who  most  bountifully  receiued  him,  restored  him  and  his  poste- 
rity to  theyre  former  Lordshipps,  Seigniories,  dignityes,  and  priveledges, 
& all  those  his  dependancyes  were  also  remitted.  Now  to  my  former 
matter. 

The  Earle  of  Desmonde  outlined  his  Brethren  as  forementioned,  and 
on  a tyme  encampeing  himselfe  in  a Country  called  Mogouilly,  at  a place 
called  Aghadoe,  and  with  him  was  the  s*^  Barry  with  many  others  vnre- 
hearsed.  But  Mr.  John  Barry,  the  s*^  Dauid’s  Brother,  beeing  a haughty 
minded  man,  a braue  warrior,  and  a man  of  high  warlike  resolute  vn- 
derstanrling,  of  liberall  good  Quality,  very  prodigall  in  house-keeping, 
and  one  very  desireous  to  haue  his  fame  spread  in  many  places,  bestirrs 
himselfe  from  the  Earles  Camp,  and  marches  to  the  country  called  luera- 
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ghigh,  a place  of  its  nature  very  strong,  and  the  most  part  thereof  fertill, 
enuironed  round  about  with  watery  mountaynes  and  lofty  hills  of  a 
difficult  accesse  unto,  intending  to  bring  from  thence  greate  Bootyes,  which 
hee  as  gallantly  performed  as  he  gallantly  vndertooke  it,  and^re turned 
from  thence  with  greate  preyes,  his  men  loaden  with  the  spoyles  of  the 
Country;  in  the  meane  tyme  the  Earle  still  remayning  at  Aghadoe  as 
aforesayd ; and  Mr.  John  Zouch,  the  Gouernor  of  Munster,  kept  his  Gar- 
rison at  Dingle,  a place  some  thirty  myles  from  the  Earles  Campe,  and 
beeing  informed  by  some  back  freind  of  the  dismembring  of  ye  Earles  party, 
there%  intending  to  assayle  him,  marches  from  Dingle  at  the  fall  of  the 
night,  and  all  the  way  long  through  Castlemayne,  and  entered  the  Earles 
Camp  unawares  at  sun-riseing  next  morning ; dispersed  theyre  Companyes, 
defeated  theyre  nobility,  with  the  killing  many  Souldiers,  putt  them  all 
to  flight,  and  returned  victor,  his  men  being  loaden  with  the  spoyles  of 
his  enemyes.  N"ot  long  after  this,  Dauid  Barry,  Mr.  Patrick  Condon,  the 
Seneschall  of  Imokilly,  submitted  themselves  and  accepted  theyre  pardons 
as  aforesayd. 

The  Earle,  now  disappoynted  of  most  part  of  those  that  held  with  him, 
was  forced  to  keepe  himselfe  in  woods  and  mountaynes,  where  his  best 
refuge  was,  sometymes  giueing  and  receiveing  light  skirmishes,  vntill  at 
last  being  discomfited  of  all  his  forces,  he  was  then  constrayned  to  yeeld 
vnto  necessity,  and  to  shelter  himselfe  up  and  downe  in  wild  and  desolate 
places,  beeing  attended  by  a small  company,  contrary  to  his  wonted  cus- 
tome.  At  last,  growing  uery  feeble  and  weake,  by  reason  of  his  ouermuch 
labour,  and  extreamly  falling  sick,  was  lodged  by  some  of  his  men  at  the 
wood  called  Glannindinghigh.  "Where  beeing  espyed  by  one  Owen  Morierty, 
the  Earles  Foster,  in  whom  the  Earle  reposed  soe  much  confidence,  that 
he  was  priuate  to  all  his  secretts,  he  informs  the  English  Garrison  then 
held  att  Castlemayne  of  the  Earles  abode  in  that  valley,  who  were  ex- 
treame  glad  to  entrapp  the  Earle ; they  comeing  from  Castlemayne  in  the 
night  tyme,  the  sayd  Owen  Morierty  leading  them  to  the  place  where 
the  Earle  lay  asleep  in  his  bed,  out  of  which  they  tooke  him,  and  im- 
mediately cutt  of  his  head  (NoiP.  11,  1583),  which  they  carried  to  Corke, 
and  it  was  after wardes  sent  into  England,  where  it  was  hung  on  a pole. 
And  by  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  Ireland,  Anno  28  Elizabeth,  his 
honors,  seignioryes.  Manors,  Lands,  Tenem^",  & hereditaments,  were  made 
forfeited  to  the  Crowne. 

After  this  manner  this  Earle,  as  well  by  the  Diuellish  instigation  of 
others,  as  alsoe  by  his  owne  irrationall  & playne  qualityes,  and  the  mali- 
tious  Acts  and  murthers  comitted  by  his  Brother,  S'"  John  of  Desmond,  came 
to  loose  that  w"’"  his  predecessors  had  soe  valliantly  obtained,  and  for  soe 
many  successions  enioyed. 
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NOTES. 


Page  22,  line  2\—Neere  Aghjvane. 

Now  AfFane — famous  also  as  the  place  Avliere  the  first  cherries  grown  in  Ireland  wero 
planted  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  O’Doiioyan,  in  his  note  to  the  Pour  Masters’  account 
of  the  fray  (A.  D.  1565,  yol.  v.,  p.  1602,  note says — “The  situation  of  this  ford  is 
still  well  known,  and  vivid  traditions  of  this  battle  are  preserved  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Cappoquin,  iu  the  county  of  Waterford,  The  place  is  still  called  Gc  ihed&ain, 
Anylice  Atfane.  It  is  now  the  name  of  a townland  and  parish,  in  the  barony  of  Decies 
without  Drum,  but  the  locality  originally  so  called  was  a ford  on  the  River  Nemh,  now 
the  Rlackwater,  and  situated  about  two  miles  to  the  south  of  Cappoquin,  The  Life  of  St. 
Carthach  of  Lismore  gives  the  exact  situation  and  a curious  description  of  this  ford, 
under  the  name  oi  Ath-medholn^  which  is  translated  Vadum  alvei.”  Joyce  (“  Irish  Names 
of  Places,”  pp.  326-7)  gives  the  orthography  as  Ath-mheadhon,  Middle-ford.  Smith’s 
“ Waterford,”  second  edition,  p.  54,  states  that  “ Affane  was  formerly  called  Arthmean, 
or  Aghmean,  from  Agh,  a ford,  the  Black- water  being  fordable  hereabouts.  In  the  year 
1564  [new  style,  1565],  on  the  first  of  February,  was  fought  a bloody  conflict  at  this 
place,  between  the  earls  of  Ormond  and  Desmond,  where  the  latter  had  three  hundred 

men  killed.  It  is  said,  that  Desmond  was  wounded  in  the  battle,  and  being 

taken  up  by  one  of  Ormond's  men,  who  carried  him  on  his  back,  one  of  his  people  asked 
him,  how  he  found  himself  ? he  answered,  nothing  could  hurt  him,  since  he  had  the 
pleasure  of  riding  the  Butlers.’’  Desmond’s  thigh  was  broken  by  a pistol  shot  fired  by 
Sir  Edmond  Butler,  and  O’Sullivan  Beare  (“  Hist.  Oath.’’  Lib.  11.,  cap.  viii.)  says, 
that  he  was  somewhat  lame  ever  after.  The  battle  was  fought  in  an  outlying  portion  of 
the  parish  of  Affane,  situated  on  the  highway  between  Cappoquin  and  Dromana.  (See 
Ord.  Survey,  Co.  Waterford,  sheet  29,  six  inch-scale).  Ormonde  had  marched  south- 
wards over  the  mountains  from  Clonmel,  and  Desmond  had  intended  to  encamp  that 
night  at  Whitechurch,  a short  distance  east  of  Dromana ; but  when  he  heard  of  Ormonde’s 
approach,  he  decided  on  attacking  him,  hoping  to  find  that  Earle’s  party  in  disorder  and 
tired  after  their  long  journey  : to  do  so  he  was  obliged  to  cross  Ormonde’s  line  of  march, 
and  thus  brought  on  the  conflict,  in  oi)position  to  the  counsel  of  Lord  Power,  who  ad- 
vised him  to  retire  into  his  (Powei’’s)  country.  These  facts  are  brought  out  clearly  in 
the  following  State  Papers,  which  Mr.  A.  Fitzgibbon  has  munificently  enabled  us  to 
lay  before  the  Association  : — 

The  Earl  of  Ormonde  to  Cecil.  Public  Record  Office,  State 
Papers,  Ireland,  Eliz.,  Vol.  xil.  No.  28. 

“ M*'  Secretarie,  After  my  right  harty  comendations,  I have  thought  goode  toadver- 
tise  yo'i,  that  trauelliug  at  the  request  of  my  cousen  S''  Morishe  Fitz  Geralde  into  his 
countrey  called  the  Decies,  wt’dn  the  Gwenes  Mats  countre  of  Waterforde,  tobryng  his 
goods  hith""  under  my  saufe  conducte,  he  then  fearing  the  envacion  of  Th’erle  of 
Desmonde,  who  at  that  time  was  in  campe  wt'fin  the  said  S'’  Morishes  countrey,  after 
he  had  taken  parte  of  the  said  S'"  Morishes  cattell ; Th’erle,  hering  of  my  comyng  to- 
wards S'"  Morishes  cheif  house  called  Drommany,  came  from  the  place  where  he  en- 
camped fyve  miles  of,  and  made  spede  towards  me.  And  in  the  playne  fielde  wt*'out 
messadge  or  oth''  further  circumstance  gave  chardg  uppon  me,  where  uppon  1 was,  for 
my  owne  defence,  dryven  to  do  whate  1 coude  ; so  as  in  the  fight  the  said  erle  was 
ouerthrowen  and  taken,  wt^  some  of  his  men  that  had  don  grete  spoiles  and  murders 
uppon  the  Qwenes  Ma^®  subjects  under  my  rule,  and  others  slayne  also.  It  is  thought 
thatLisaghe  M‘Morro  O’Conor  and  Arte  O’ Conor,  two  Captens  of  the  proclay  med  traitors 
of  the  O’Connors,  were  slayne  at  this  tyme  in  the  said  erles  company  also,  but  the  veray 
certaintie  is  as  yet  unknowen  for  that  dyuers  toke  the  water.  Ther  wer  taken  two 
captens  of  his  galleglas,  w'^^  he  sent  ouer  into  Thomonde  to  ayde  those  of  the  Obryens 
that  were  proclaymed  traytors.  I haue  weghtie  matters  of  hieghe  treason  to  chardge 
the  Erie  towching  the  state  of  this  realme,  whiche  I propose  not  holy  to  disclose  here  till 
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I may  com  befor  the  Qvvenes  and  her  hono''able  Councell  there.  Therfor  I beseche 
yo'^  to  be  a raeane  to  her  highnes  to  write  to  me  her  coandement  to  repayer  w*^^  all 
spede  theth’'  the  said  Erie,  to  disclose  to  her  hieghnes  suche  furth'’  matter  as  I haue 
to  chardge  this  erle  w^’^all,  not  a litle  towching  the  sanfegarde  and  suerty  of  this  her 
Hieghnes  realme.  I haue  thought  it  my  duetie  to  kepe  him  safe,  and  to  advertise  yo"^ 
Wshipp  of  the  same.  M*'  Secretaiy,  I wolde  be  lothe  to  delyuer  him  to  my  L.  Justice, 
hut  that  I wolde  obey  his  auctoritie  in  any  thing  he  shall  coande  me,  considering  he 
hathe  but  one  of  the  Inglishe  Councell  beside  the  Marshall  and  veray  fewe  of  the  no- 
bilitie.  I feare  that  my  L.  Justice  woll  when  I shall  delyuer  him  suffre  dyuers  to  haue 
conference  w*^*^  him  whiche  I thinke  wer  not  fytt  for  many  consideracions.  The  sonner 
this  matter  be  broght  to  the  hering  of  the  Qwenes  Ma*“  and  youe  that  be  of  her 
heighnes  moste  honoi'able  Councell  the  better  it  will  be.  Letting  furth’’  to  disco’’®  till 
myn  awne  repayer  theth’’,  I take  my  leave. 

“ From  Waterford,  this  viii  of  February, 

“ Your  most  assured, 

“Thomas  Ormonde  Oss’. 

“ To  the  right  Honorable  S’.  Willyam  Ciccill,  knight, 
cheife  Secretory  to  the  Qwenes  Ma’^’®. 

Borso  : “ 8 Feb.  1564.  Erie  of  Ormond  to  M’.  Seer.” 

Sir  William  Friz  Wylliams  to  Cecil.  Public  Record  Office,  State 
Papers,  Ireland,  Eliz.,  vol.  xii.,  Xo.  29. 

“ May  It  pleas  you  S’,  the  of  February,  after  mydnyght,  I resevyd  a letter 
from  Th’  erle  of  Ormond  Mdierin  he  requestyd  me  for  the  more  suerty  sacke  of  sped  to 
wryght  unto  the  Q,.  Ma^’  my  L.  of  Lessyter  and  yo’selfe  that  th’  erle  of  Desmond  myght 
not  be  tacken  from  hym  or  put  under  the  kepyng  of  eny  other  then  of  hys  L.  owne 
trusty  men  untyll  he  had  braught  hym  before  the  Q,.  Mat’  or  beer  Hyghaes  consell  in 
Ingland,  wher  hys  L.  wold  charge  hym  w^t*  such  matter  as  shold  be  very  ’u^ayghty  and 
for  the  salfegard  of  the  realme  and  state,  and  so  to  me  the  rather  it  semyth  to  be,  for  hys 
L.  wrytyth  that  he  dar  not  commyt  it  to  eny  w^h  out  beer  Mat’®  spesyall  commandyraent, 
nether  to  Incke  nor  paper,  Ther  hath  ben  by  all  lycklyod  som  fowll  devysys  in  hand 
w®^  is  partly  burst  OM't  by  some  now  tecken  w^^  hys  L.  and  suerly  if  eny  ineane  can 
worcke  the  stoppyng  of  it  from  commyng  further  abrode  it  shall  be  sauft  w‘^  all  the 
helpe  that  may  be,  for  he  is  not  snially  fryndyd  in  Irland  and  thos  not  in  lytell  credyt 
as'thys  tyme  goyth.  Cayer  Orayle  contyneuyth  styll  in  burnyng  and  spoylymg  of  the 
Q.  Ma^’®  subjects.  Of  Th’  Erles  tackyng  and  the  rest  of  that  jornay,  if  my  L.  of  Ormonds 
letters  be  com  unto  you,  I am  suer  is  at  large  therin  openyd,  and  for  my  part  I kno  not 
the  mannar  therof,  ’v^Lerfor  I woll  not  w^i’  eny  part  of  it  now  troble  you,  but  humbly 
seace  w^^  remembrance  of  my  duty,  and  to  God  leve  you,  who  long  in  helth  with  in- 
creace  of  honor  macke  yo’  lyfe  to  be  I pray.  From  Dublin  the  of  February,  1564. 

“ Yo’®  duryng  lyfe  humble 
to  command, 

“ W.  Fytz  Wyi.ltams. 

“ To  the  ryght  honorable  S'"  Wyllyam  Cecill,  knyght, 
prynsypall  secretory  to  the  Q.  IHatb 

Borso:  “xiFebr.  1564. 

S’  W“  Fitz  W“  to  M’  Seer, 
for  Th’  erle  of  Onnond.” 

The  Articles  on  which  the  Earls  of  Ormonde  and  Desmond  were  exa- 
mined. Public  Record  Office,  State  Papers,  Ireland,  Eli/,,  a^ol. 
XII.,  No.  30. 

“By  the  L.  Justice  and  Counsell. 

“ For  that  we  meane  presently  to  procede  to  th’  examinacion  of  all  matters  in  con- 
trouersie  betwene  your  L.  and  Th’erle  of  Desmounde,  but  chieflie  to  th’ examynacion  of 
this  late  conflicte  had  betwene  yowe.  This  is  to  desier  your  L.  and  nevertheles  in  the 
Queens  Ma’’®  name  streightlye  to  chardge  and  commaunde  yowe,  that  ymmediately 
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upponn  the  sighte  hereof,  yowe  make  or  cause  to  he  made  and  delyvered  unto  us  in 
wrytinge  a perfitt  booke  severally  and  distynctly  sett  forthe  in  articles  as  folowithe. 

“ First,  to  declare  the  severall  names  of  all  suche  of  the  nobilitie  and  other  gentle- 
men or  freholders  whatsoever  they  were,  that  were  in  your  company  at  the  foresaid 
conflicte,  the  first  day  of  this  present  monnethe  of  Februaiye, 

“ Item,  howe  many  horsemen,  how  many  gallowglasses  and  other  fotemen,  strag- 
glers and  others,  yowe  had  then  in  yo’’  company. 

“ Item,  to  what  intente  yowe  did  assemble  j’ourself  with  all  that  company  at  that 
tyme,  and  whie  yowe  brought  them  to  that  place  where  the  fighte  was. 

“ Item,  wheare  and  uppon  whose  lande  youe  did  mete. 

“ Item,  whether  Th’erle  of  Desmonde  were  betwene  yowe  and  your  passage  to 
retourue  baeke,  or  yowe  betwene  him  and  liis  contrey  at  the  tyme  of  the  chardge 
geven  betwene  you. 

“ Item,  whether  yowe  gave  the  first  chardge  on  him  or  no,  and  if  yowe  did  chardge 
him  first,  to  declare  why  ye  so  did,  w*^'*  th’  ordi’e  and  manner  of  yo''  chardge  geven. 
At  'Waterford  the  xviii^**  of  Febriiarye  1564. 

Borso  : “ The  Articles  ministred  to  bothe  Th’erles. 
xviii  of  February  1564.’’ 

Desmond’s  Answer.  Public  Record  Office,  State  Papers,  Ireland, 
Eltz.,  Vol.  XII.,  No.  31. 

“ Th’  aunswer  of  GeiTott  Erie  of  Desmonde  to  eerteyn  articles  delyuered  unto  him 
from  the  L.  Justice  and  counsell,  dated  the  xviiith  of  February  1564.  At  'Waterforde. 

To  the  first  article,  he  saithe  there  were  with  him  those  whose  names  doo  ensue. 

“ First,  the  L.  Power,  Thomas  of  Desmonde,  Mac  Donoghe,  IVIacawlye,  Diermed 
0 Kallaghanc  and  his  son  Derbye  Oge,  James  Barode  gent.,  John  Fitz  Edmond  of 
]\Iartinston  gent,  the  White  knights  sonne  Maurice,  Edraonde  Fitz  David  gent, 
James  Rolley  gent,  Thomas  Fitz  Johnn  gent,  Mac  Thomas  gent. 

“ To  the  seconde  article,  he  had  Ivi  horsemen,  iii’^^  galliglasses  whereof  xxxi  were 
harnished,  of  whicho  nombre  of  iii^^  there  were  of  Clane  Donels  the  Queene’s  gallo- 
glassys  xv'^‘‘“®  w'^’’  came  into  the  couutrey  the  nighte  before,  and  of  fotemen  kyerne 
about  the  nombre  of  iii^^,  besides  horseboys  and  other  straglers  whose  nombre  he 
dothe  not  knowe. 

“To  the  thirde  he  saithe,  that  he  was  (as  your  Ti.  knowith)  apoyncted  to  repayre 
to  the  citie  of  Waterforde,  for  to  attende  uppon  yo*'  L.  pleasure,  where  upon  he  re- 
payred  to  the  borders  of  his  contrey  with  no  other  nomber  then  in  manner  he  custom- 
abclie  trayveled  and  beeyng  there  abiding  the  comminge  of  youi-  L.  to  Waterford, 
dyverse  of  the  forenamed  gent,  repayred  unto  him  for  occasions  and  matters  of 
coutrouersie  happened  in  their  contreys,  and  then  (as  dyverse  tymes  before)  many 
complayntes  were  made  of  dyverse  robberies  stelthes  and  other  disorders  against  S*' 
Morrice  Fitz  Geralde  and  his  men,  w^'*  (not  withstanding  severall  admoncions  geven 
by  the  said  Erie)  S*  INIorrice  neglected  to  redresse.  And  for  that  the  saide  contrey  of 
the  Deasies  is  and  alweies  hathe  been,  nexte  under  her  ma^*®  and  her  noble  auncestors, 
in  the  rule  and  governance  of  the  howse  of  Desmounde,  as  the  rest  of  the  Geraldines 
in  those  parties  have  hitherto  ever  bene,  wherefore  the  saide  Erie  accordinge  the  usadge 
and  custome  of  his  said  auncestors  came  with  so  muche  as  then  were  with  him  to  the  said 
contree  of  the  Deassyes,  entending  only  to  have  the  malefactors  into  his  hands  and  in 
defaulte  thereof  to  take  a sufficient  distresse  for  the  said  iniureys  for  satisfaction  of 
the  parties  grevid.  And  after  his  repayre  to  the  said  countrey  S*  Maurice,  intendyng 
(as  it  well  appered  after)  to  suffer  nether  nother,  fayned  and  dissembled  w*^'*  the 
Said  Erie  and  would  not  delyver  any  of  the  parties,  or  satisfaction,  nor  yet  anny 
pledge  for  assurance  of  the  same,  where  uppon  Th’erle  di.streyned,  and  in  his  retourne 
towards  his  contrey  he  marched  to  the  place  where  the  fighte  was,  which  is  the 
directe  and  onlye  way  for  his  passage,  where  he  was  mett  by  Th’erle  of  Ormounde 
with  amayne  hoste. 

“To  the  iiipi*  Th’erle  saieth,  they  mett  in  the  contiee  of  the  Deasies  w®^  is  and 
alwaye  hathe  bene  a member  of  the  howse  of  Desmounde,  and  in  the  rule  and. gover- 
nance of  the  saide  Erie  and  his  auncestors,  w'^^  whiehe  Th’erle  of  Ormounde  hathe 
nolhinge  to  doo. 

“ To  the  v‘^*  he  saieth  Th’erle  of  Ormounds  force  and  power  was  betwene  him  and 
his  passage  to  retourne  to  his  owne  contrey,  &c. 

“ To  the  vP**  article  he  saithe,  that  the  said  Erie  of  Ormounde,  with  all  the  mayne 
force  he  had,  made  towards  the  fotemen  of  the  said  Erie  of  Desmound  beeng  by  the 
saide  Erie  sent  afore  homeward,  and  himself  and  his  horsemen  abode  behinde  to  the 
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iutente  that  no  spoille  shold  be  committed  in  the  contrey  hy  eny  straglers  ; ap- 
proche  Th’  erle  of  Desmounde  perceiving  (beeng  then  a longe  space  distante  from  his 
saide  fotemen')  marched  his  horsemen  to  reskue  his  fotemen  ndth  all  the  spede  he 
could,  where  upon  Th’  erle  of  Ormounde  gave  over  his  chardge  from  the  fotemen  and 
hente  his  force  uppon  the  said  Erie  of  Desmounde,  whereuppon  Th’  erle  of  Desmoimd 
beeng  in  greate  extremytie,  hauinge  no  place  of  refuge,  but  hoped  to  streingthen  liim- 
self  by  th’aide  of  his  fotemen  (the  same  beeng  also  his  highe  waye  and  passadge 
home),  was  enforced  to  incounter  wi^^'  the  said  Erie  of  Ormounde  both  for  sauLf  garde 
of  himself  and  those  that  were  w^h  him,  and  by  that  onlye  meane  as  man)’'  of  the 
horsemen  as  eskaped  had  there  tlighte  by  that  way  to  their  contrey,  having  no  other 
way  but  only  that. 

horso  : “ Copy  of  Th’erle  of  Desmoundes  answer  to  th’ 
articles  ministered  to  him  at  Waterford, 
xviii  of  February  loCd.” 

The  Earl  of  Ormonde’s  Answer.  Public  Record  Office,  State  Papers, 
Ireland,  Eliz.  yol.  xii.,  Xo.  34. 

“xxipo  Februarii  1564  apud  Waterford.  Th’  aunswer  of  the  Righte  honorable  Th’ 
erle  of  Ormounde  and  Osserie  L.  Threasourer  of  Irelande  to  Th’  articles  then  ministred 
to  his  L. 

“ To  the  first  his  L.  afiirmith,  that  he  had  not  auny  Lorde  in  company  there,  or 
knights  hut  S'".  Edmonde  Butler  his  brother,  and  of  gentlemen  his  brethern  James  and 
Edward,  withe  their  men  and  company  of  horsemen  and  fotemen. 

“ To  the  seconde  his  L.  saithe,  to  his  knowledge  that  there  were  the  nomher  of  an 

horsemen,  and  of  gallowglasse  and  kerne  the  nomher  of  ccc^'',  of  Stragglers  he 
knowith  not  certeynly  the  nomher. 

“Tothethirde  and  fouithe  his  L.  saithe  that  the  cause  why  he  assembled  that 
company  with  him  was  for  the  deffence  of  the  contrey  of  Tipperarie  beeng  aduertised 
from  the  west  that  the  L.  of  Desmound  had  a greate  hoste  in  redynes  theare.  The 
assemblie  was  at  Knocklonghte  a hill  three  myles  distant  from  Clonmell,  and  beeng 
theare  a servante  of  S''  Morrice  Fitzgeralds  came  unto  his  L.  geving  him  aduertis- 
mente  that  his  M’'  had  gathered  to  gathers  the  cattell  of  his  contrey  aboute  Drone- 
managhe  and  besoughte  his  L.  to  fetche  them  away  and  to  salf  kepe  them  for  him  in 
his  L.  contrey.  The  place  ■where  the  fighte  was,  was  by  a towne  called  Athmano 
within  the  countye  of  Waterforde  in  the  high  way  to  Droaemanaghe  towards  S'". 
Morrice  Fitzgerald’s  howse. 

' “ To  the  v<^^  and  vhh  his  L.  saithe  he  was  goeng  forward  to  Dronemanaghe  afore- 
said and  so  mett  with  Th’  erle  of  Desmond  in  his  way,  who  gave  the  first  chardge, 
whiche  Erie  was  before  encamped  at  a place  called  Temple  Garthe  otherwise  called 
Whitchurche  wheare  Th’  erle  of  Desmounde  had  gathered  parte  of  the  cattell  of  the 
contrey  and  for  his  victels  that  nighte  killed  thre  skore  heeffs  or  there  aboute  and  had 
sente  for  wyne  and  other  necessaries  to  Dongervan,  determyninge  to  have  encamped 
theare  that  nighte,  tyll  one  Donoghe  0 Begge  came  on  horseback  in  haste  to  the  said 
Erie  and  tolde  him  of  my  commynge  into  the  contrye  and  offered  Th’  Erie  of  Des- 
mound to  guyde  him  the  nexte  way  to  the  mountayns  where  they  did  not  dowte  he 
should  upon  the  suddeyn  take  my  horses  grasing  and  my  men  at  rest  shattered  by 
reson  of  their  longe  trayvell,  which  the  said  Erie  was  willing  to  followe  but  that  he 
was  perswaded  by  others  in  his  company  that  he  sholde  not  goe  to  the  mownteynes, 
and  then  Th’  erle  commaunded  his  men  to  horsebacke  and  sett  forwai’ds  as  faste  as  he 
coulde  to  Athemane  aforesaide  where  he  and  his  fotemen  ioyned  to  gether  and  sett 
uppon  me  withe  banner  displayed.  At  which  tyme  in  my  owne  deffence  I toke  him  and  led 
him  aw  ay  as  pry ssoner  for  the  Queens  Matie  ; and  your  LL.  shall  further  understand  that 
his  fotemen  passed  hard  by  the  highe  way  where  I trayv^eled,  and  w’ytnes  to  all  men 
that  I mighte,  if  I had  liked  to  have  begonne  the  quarrell,  have  overthrowen  them,  Th’ 
erle  of  Desmounde  beeng  a myle  distante  from  them.  Th’  erls  fotemen  marched  by  me 
backe  agayne  and  thwarted  the  way  -where  I rode,  -^’hich  I was  contente  to  suffre,  and 
sone  after  Th’  erle  and  they  ioyned  to  gether  and  sett  uppon  mee  bothe  with  the 
force  of  horsemen  and  fotemen.  Their  harquehuziers  shott  of  at  me  afore  any  stroke  w'as 
stryken.  More  I haue  not  to  say  but  that  I kepte  hym  as  the  Queens  Ma‘®  prysoner 
hauing  chardged  him  w^^  matter  of  Treason  tyll  by  your  L.  streight  commaundement 
upon  myne  allegeance  I delyuered  him  to  yo-^'e,  protesting  that  I am  yett  redy  to  avow'o 
farther  treason  against  him,  when  it  shall  please  the  Queens  to  commaunde  me  ; 


UNPUBLISHED  GEllALDINE  DOCUMENTS. 


-U 


besecliing  your  LL,  I may  haue  your  concordatum  testifieug  iu  wliat  manor  I delyuered 
him  to  your  LL. 

“ Thomas  Okmound  & Oss’. 


Dorso  : “•23  Februar  1564. 

“ Copy  of  Th’  erle  of  Ormouudes  Aunswer  to  th’ 
articles  miiiistrcd  to  him  at  Waterfoid.’' 


The  Eakl  of  Ormonde’s  Charge  of  Treason  against  the  Earl  of 
Desmond.  Public  Hecord  Office,  State  Papers,  Ireland,  Eliz. 

VOL.  XII.,  Xo.  37. 

“ that  I Thomas  Erie  of  Ormounde  and  of  Ossory  do  lay  to  the  chardge  of 
Gerrote  nowe  Erie  of  Desmounde  before  yowe  S''  Nicholas  Arnolde  Knighte  L.  Justice 
of  Irelande  and  the  Counsell  of  the  same,  at  Waterforde  the  xxviti'  day  February  1564, 
that  he  the  saide  Erie  of  Desmounde,  his  brother  Thomas  of  Desmounde,  Capten 
M''  Doneghe,  Itichard  Condon  Capyteyn  and  chief  of  his  name,  John  Fitz  Edmonde 
Seneschall  and  Capyte)'n  of  imokelly,  Mac  A'svley  Capyten  of  the  contrey  called 
Clana'udey,  Donell  Mac  Arte  Mac  Oen  Okyiie  ca])ten  and  chief  of  his  name,  liory  Mac 
Sheane  M*=  Creagh  capten,  Mac  Thomas  called  Thomas  Fitz  Bichard  of  the  Pallayce, 
the  White  Knights  sonne  and  hcii’e  called  Morishe,  Edmond  Fitz  Davidd  of  Eally- 
geillaghan  iu  the  countie  of  Limericke  gent.,  the  tray  tor  Lisaghe  Mac  Moroughe 
O Connor  with  his  trayne,  and  others  to  the  iiomber  of  a thowsand  persons,  the  fii'st  day 
of  February  in  the  seventhe  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  o'"  soveraigne  Lady  Queene  Eliza- 
beth came  to  Beuliewe  and  Ballynenionteraghe  in  the  couutie  of  Waterforde  and  then  and 
theare  with  force  and  armes  and  with  banners  displayed  bourned  twoo  howses,  price  every 
of  them  xF,  in  Ballyueraonteraghe  aforesaid  and  the  value  of  xx^  of  hous  holde  stuff  and 
other  goods  in  the  said  howses  then  beeng,  of  the  goods  of  Edmonde  Fitz  Wyllyams  and 
Kory  Fitz  David  of  the  same  husbandmen,  and  in  Beauliewe  three  howses,  price  every 
of  them  xF,  and  the  value  of  xx^  of  howsehold  stuff  and  other  goods  of  the  goods  and 
cattell  of  S''  IMorishe  Fitz  Geralde  Knighte,  feloneously  and  traytorously  contrary  to  the 
Queens  Ma^s  peax  her  crowne  and  dignytie,  and  contrary  to  the  siatute  in  that  cace 
provided.  And  thoughte  to  haue  burned  the  rest  of  the  said  townes  and  of  the  whole 
contrey  if  they  had  not  been  letted  of  the  same. 

“ Item  that  the  saide  Erie  of  Desmounde  the  said  day  and  yeare,  to  gelher  with  his 
said  company  came  to  the  townes  of  Ballygrevdy,  Ballyntlee,  Ballyneco'tie,  Ballyn- 
curryne,  Ballynemony,  Eallynemyaleghe,  BaUyore,  'Whitchurche,  Keappaghe,  Kyl- 
molassy,  Cuneghroche,  Lareghe,  Eallylonyne,  CoEegane  and  Athmaine  in  the  county 
of  Waterforde,  and  then  and  theare  w^''  banners  displayed,  and  w‘^'  force  and  armes 
toke  from  the  said  townes  the  nomber  of  thre  hondreth  fortie  kyne,  vD^xii  plowe  horses, 
and  to  the  value  of  iiii°''  or  v"^  of  shepe  swyne  and  ho-w'sehold  stuffs  of  the  goods  and 
cattell  of  th’  enhabitants  of  the  said  townes,  traytorously  and  contrary  to  the  Queens 
Mats  peace  her  crowne  and  dignytie  and  the  siatute  in  that  cace  provided. 

“Item  I haue  the  hornying  of  certyne  howses  at  Kilfiecle  to  lay  to  his  chardge 
when  he  came  thither  and  assaulted  my  howse  there  himself  in  proper  person,  and 
spoiled  the  moost  parte  of  the  towne  andwoulde  haue  horned  the  whole  towne,  if  it  had 
not  been  rescued  by  th’  enhabitants  and  the  garryson  of  the  castle  there,  And  other 
heinowse  hieghe  treasons  1 haue  to  chardge  him  with  all  when  I shall  understande  the 
Queens  Ma*®  further  pleas''  whose  highnes  I haue  advertised  of  the  same. 

“ Thomas  Ormond  & Oss’. 

Bor&o  : “ Copy  of  Th’  erle  of  Ormoundes  writing  chardging 
Treason  apon  Th’  erle  of  Desmond  & others. 

26th  of  Februar  1564.” 


Interrogatories  ministered  to  Sir  Maurice  Fitzgerald  of  Dromana. 
Public  Record  Office,  State  Papers,  Ireland,  Eliz.  Vol.  xii.,  Xo.  51. 

“ At  Waterford  the  last  of  February  1564.  Interrogatories  mynystred  to  Sl  Morrice 
Fitzgerald,  Knighte. 

“ 1.  Howe  often  he  sente  to  th’crle  of  Ormounde  for  savinge  his  cattell,  and  the 
tyme  or  day,  and  for  whate  cause  th’erle  came  thither. 

“ 2.  M'hate  aunswere  the  said  Erie  made. 


i.  e.  Sheep,  cattle,  and  household  stuff  to  the  value  of  four  or  five  hundred  pounds. 
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“3.  Where  he  was  the  tyme  of  the  conflicte. 

“ 4.  When  he  knewe  th’erle  of  Desmound  wold  come  to  the  Deffye  [Dessye],  and 
whate  the  cause  was  of  his  thither  commyng. 

“ o.  What  he  knowith  as  towching  the  circumstance  and  order  of  the  meting  of  the 
said  Erles. 

“6.  What  he  knoweth  as  towching  the  contynuannce  andende  of  the  said  conflicte, 
and  what  nomher  th’erle  of  Desmounde  had  of  horsemen,  fotemen  and  Raskalles. 

“7.  Whether  there  was  Burnynge,  hy  whome,  and  by  whose  commaundmente. 

“8.  Whither  Banner  or  Banners  was  displayed  of  eny  side. 

“9.  Whither  he  knewe  of  eny  greater  force  or  company  loked  for  by  eny  the  said 
Erles.’' 


The  Axswee  of  Sir  Maerice  Fitzgerald.  Public  Record  Office,  State 
Papers,  Ireland,  Eliz.  Yol.  xii.,  No.  52. 

“ Apud  Waterford  ultimo  Februari  1564. 

“ The  deposicion  of  Sl  Morrice  Fitz  Gerald,  knight,  upon  suche  Interrogatories  or 
articles  as  were  mynystred  unto  him  by  the  L,  Justice  and  Counsell,  the  day  and  yere 
ahovesaid. 

“To  the  flrste  he  deposith  and  saithe,  that  ahoute  vi  or  vii  dayes  afore  the  late  con- 
flict betwene  Th’ erles  of  Desmond  and  Ormound  the  same  S*'  Morrice  hering  tell  that 
Th’erle  of  Desmound  wold  come  into  his  contrey,  he  sent  a letter  to  Th’erle  of  Or- 
mounde  requii’ing  his  L.  acording  to  his  old  frendeshipp  formerly  extended  towards  him 
to  come  and  carry  away  his  cattell  into  the  same  Erie  of  Ormonds  contrey  to  be  salf 
kepte.  And  after  hering  for  more  certeyntie  that  Th’  erle  of  Desmound  would  come 
into  his  countrey  indede,  then  the  same  S''.  Morrice  sent  a speciall  messenger  called 
Shane  Tobjm,  alias  Brega,  to  the  said  Erie  of  Ormounde  for  the  cause  aforesaid  and 
thereupon  the  same  Erie  came  to  the  said  S*^  Morrice. 

“ To  the  second  he  saieth,  Th’  erle  of  Ormounde  wrote  for  aunswer  that  he  woulde 
with  as  muche  spede  as  he  could  comme  to  receive  his  cattell,  accordinge  to  the  request 
of  the  same  S''  Morrice  by  his  saide  letter. 

“ To  the  thirde  he  saieth,  he  was  at  his  owne  bowse  at  Dromanaghe  at  the  tyme  of 
the  conflicte. 

“To  the  iiiflh  he  can  not  otherwise  depose  then  he  bathe  afore  deposed  to  the  flrste. 

“ To  the  he  saieth,  Th’  erle  of  Desmounde  came  to  Bewley  in  the  mornyng 
ahoute  viii  or  ix  of  the  clocke  on  the  first  day  of  February  last,  on  wich  day  the  L. 
Power  and  one  of  the  Captens  of  the  gallowglass  of  Th’  erle  of  Desmounds  came  from 
Th’  erle  of  Desmounde  to  this  deponente  to  make  demaunde  of  hym  to  do  service  to  the 
saide  Erie,  to  the  whiche  this  dejionent  aunswered  that  what  soever  clayme  or  chalenge 
the  said  Erie  woulde  chalenge  of  hym  he  would  therein  abide  the  L.  J ustice  and  coun- 
sels order,  or  geue  the  same  Erie  suche  right  touchinge  his  demaundes  as  ever  eny  of 
his  auncestors  haue  before  tyme  donne  unto  him,  or  els  woulde  be  contented  that  twoo 
of  his  learned  counsell  by  him  to  be  chosen  with  twoo  also  on  Th’  erles  parte,  should  se 
their  evidences  on  hothe  sids,  and  he,  the  same  S’'.  Morrice,  would  thereapon  geve 
Th’  erle  suche  Righte  as  the  said  twoo  learned  men  on  hothe  sids  would  order.  And 
thereapon  this  deponent  apon  request  made  by  the  said  L.  Power  went  with  him  to 
Bewley*  to  haue  spoken  with  the  said  Erie,  who  refused  to  speke  with  the  said  S’'. 
Morrice  as  theL.  Power  related  to  this  deponente  from  the  saide  Erie,  onles  S’'.  Morrice 
would  stande  to  the  Judgemente  of  Th’  erles  owne  Judge^,  w^*’  this  deponente  refusinge 
he  was  willed  by  the  said  L.  Powre  to  repayure  backe  home  agayne,  and  so  he  did. 

“ To  the  vB*’.  he  saiethe  that  on  the  first  day  of  February  last,  it  happened  a man 
of  this  deponents  heeng  on  the  topp  of  his  owne  dwellinge  castell,  to  espie  Th’  erle  of 
Desmonds  hoste,  ahoute  a myle  or  more  of,  comminge  towards  this  deponents  castell 
and  semed  to  settle  his  campe  a myle  of,  that  first  nighte,  at  a place  called  YTitchurche, 
wher  apon  this  deponente  withe  twoo  horsemen  and  a dosen  fotemen  issued  out  of  his 
saide  castell  to  a certayne  hill  distant  a quarter  of  a myle  from  Th’  erle  of  Desmounds 


1 The  ruins  of  the  Abbey  of  Beau- lieu  (Bewley) 
are  situated  in  the  parish  of  Kilmalash,  close  to 
Dromana. 

2 The  Earl’s  “ owne  Judge”  was  most  likely  a 
Brehon,  or  Irish  Judge,  as  the  Desmonds  had 
eutirelv  thrown  off  English  larv.  In  fact,  it  was 


by  the  Brehon  law  that  the  Earl  was  entitled  to 
distrain  his  sub-chiefs  cattle  for  default  of  service. 
'Were  he  intending  to  proceed  by  Feudal  or  English 
law,  he  had  his  remedy  in  the  Queen’s  Court,  sup- 
posing Sir  Maurice  Fitz  Gerald  (who  certainly  held 
under  the  Earls  of  Desmond)  had  made  default. 
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hoste,  to  vye^ye  the  saide  hoste  (bauiuge  the  water  betwene  them)  and  there  whiles  they 
espycd  Th’  eiie  of  Ormouuds  hoste  comminge  from  the  mountaynes  directly  towards 
this  deponents  castell  of  Dromanaghe.  And  then  Th’  erle  of  Desmonnds  fotenien  came 
forewards  and  past  heyonde  the  said  S''.  Morics  castell  by  which  tyme  Th’  erle  of  Or- 
mounds  host  did  nerc  approche  them,  comminge  onwards  their  direct  way  towards  this 
deponents  castell.  And  then  Th’  erle  of  Desmonds  fotemen  did  stey,  and  then  Th’  erle  of 
Desmonds  horsemen  went  out  of  their  right  way  a twoo  or  three  flight  shotts  on  the 
righte  hande,  Th’  erle  of  Desmonds  fotemen  following  them,  to  mete  w*^'  the  Erie  of 
Ormounds  host  and  this  deponent  sawe  at  that  tyme  some  of  Th’  erle  of  Desmonds 
harquebuziers  shote  of  at  the  said  Erie  of  Ormounds  boost,  beeng  then  comnie  within 
gonne  shott.  And  then  uppon  the  same  Th’  erle  of  Desmonds  horsemen  gave  the  first 
chardge.  The  nombcr  of  Th’  erle  of  Desmonds  horsemen  as  ho  bard  by  reporte  was 
aboute  iiiD'',  of  fotemen  beonge  gallowglasses  and  kerne  the  nomber  of  three  or  fower 
hundreth,  and  of  itaskally  twisc  as  many  as  he  supposeth. 

“ To  the  vii‘*'  he  saith  that  when  he  wento  with  the  L.  Powrc  as  aforesaid  at  the 
tyme  when  he  returned  backe  from  Bewley  without  spekinge  with  Th’  erle  of  Des- 
monde,  this  deponent  being  on  horseback  redy  to  ryde  homewarde  and  lokinge  backe 
sawe  the  bowse,  wherein  Th’  erle  remayned  that  day  before  noone,  and  two  other  bowses 
on  fyar,  and  that  a pore  woman  of  that  village  (whose  name  he  knowith  not)  tolde  this 
deponent  that  she  sawe  one  of  Th’  erles  gallowglasse  (whose  name  he  also  knowith  not) 
sett  fyer  on  that  bowse  wheare  the  said  Erie  had  been,  but  by  whose  commaundment 
he  so  did  this  deponent  can  not  depose,  saieng  further  that  after  Th’  erle  had  departed 
from  that  village,  dyverse  of  his  men  taryed  awhile  theare  after  him.  And  further 
saith,  when  Th’  erles  campe  was  broken  upp  at  Whitchurche  there  was  two  bigg  bowses 
burntc  by  Th’  erles  men  in  a towne  called  Ballynemyntaghe  wherein  twoo  men  of  tliis 
deponents  [tenants]  did  dwell,  and  that  there  was  come  botbe  in  that  towne  and  the 
other  village  abovesaid  burnte  by  the  said  Erie  of  Desmonds  men. 

To  the  viiB''  he  saithe  he  sawe  a banner  displayed  amongest  the  horsemen  of  Th’  erle 
of  Desmonds  and  another  emongest  the  fotemen,  which  banner  of  the  fotemens  (the 
berer  of  yt  beeng  slayne)  the  same  was  founde  and  brought  to  this  deponent  by  a chorle 
of  the  countrey.  And  afterwards  was  sente  and  delyuered  to  one  William  O’ Brynn, 
beeng  foster  lather  to  this  deponent  and  a servante  to  the  saide  Erie  of  Desmounde, 
and  saithe  further  that  Th’  erle  of  Ormounde  steieng  still  at  the  begynninge  of  the  con- 
llictc,  did  soddenly  putt  upp  a thinge  of  redd  silke  apon  a staff,  but  whether  it  was  a 
banner  or  not  this  deponent  can  not  precisely  depose. 

“ To  the  ixti'.  he  saithe  that  he  harde  saye  that  Piers  Butler  of  the  Cahir, 
Knighte,  and  the  White  knight  were  at  Lesmore  with  xvi  horsemen  and  with  certeyn 
fotemen  (the  nomber  where  of  he  knowith  not)  and  that  there  came  of  the  erle  of  Des- 
niounds  owne  horsemen  from  Connelaghe,  to  the  said  Lesmoore  to  the  nomber  of  xxiiii  or 
XXX,  and  as  he  herde  say  aboute  the  nomber  of  cc^''  fotemen,  to  the  ayde  of  the  saide  Erie 
of  Desmound.  And  that  Mac  Art  Omore,  Oswylevan  Beare,  and  the  knighte  of  the 
Kyrry  came  at  that  tyme  to  Conneigh  w*-^  sixtene  men. 

Bor  so  : “ Ult.  Feb.  loGf. 

“ Copy  of  the  Deposition  of  S^  Morice  Fitz  Gerott, 
knighte,  apon  the  Interrogatories.” 


Sundry  Depositions.  Public  Record  Office,  Staie  Papers,  Ireland, 
Eliz.,  Yol.  XII.,  No.  65. 

“ Edmonde  Duf  O’lleagane  seruant  and  sariant  to  Gerrot  Fitz  John  stywarde  to 
th’  erle  of  Desmonde  and  to  Elizabeth  Leix  the  stywards  wief,  dwelling  at  Lismore,  of 
th’adge  of  lx  yeres  or  there  abouts,  duely  examyned  uppon  the  Holye  Evangelist  dothe 
by  vertue  of  his  othe  depose  that  Cormocke  O’Connor  w‘^  two  men  and  two  boys  the 
Tuysday  before  my  lady  of  Desmond’s  deathe  being  the  second  of  Januarii  1564, 
came  to  Lismore  aforsaid,  about  none,  to  the  house  of  the  said  Gerrott  Fitz  John  called 
the  busshops  courte  there,  the  said  Elizabeth  Leix  the  stywards  wief  beinge  there 
then,  the  said  Cormock  havinge  then  in  his  company,  to  attende  on  him  to  guide  him 
emongts  th’erle  of  Desmonds  seruants  and  to  gett  him  meat  and  drinke  and  suche 
other  like  mayntenance,  a boy  of  the  said  Earls  chamber  called  Donoghe  Endodyne, 
and  went  that  night  w^h  the  said  Elizabethe  Leix  to  Killahale  to  David  Fitz  Johns 
house,  who  is  marryed  to  the  said  stywarde  and  Elizabethes  daughter,  where  the  said 
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Cormocke  was  intertayued  that  night  and  his  said  company  w^’’  the  said  Elizahethe  in 
one  house  with  her,  and  on  the  morowe  retorned  w^^^  the  said  Elizahethe  to  Lismore 
aforesaid,  where  he  departed  with  the  said  companye,  and  w^''  the  said  Eides  man  Donoghe 
Endodyne  still  wayteing  on  him  to  guyde  him  from  place  to  place  in  the  countrey. 
He  deposethe  also  by  yertue  of  his  said  othe  that  Piers  Butler  of  the  Cahire,  the 
"White  Knighte  and  others  were  w^^  the  nomber  of  lx  horsmen  at  Lismore  ready  to  come 
to  ayde  th’  erle  of  Desmonde  till  uppon  knowledge  had  of  the  conflycte  given  on  his 
side  they  departed  every  one  towards  his  awne  house.  F urther  he  dothe  depose  that 
the  same  day  of  the  conflicte  given  he  mett  w^^i  one  which  he  knewe  to  have  sene 
before  with  Cormock  O’Connor  at  Lismore  aforesade  who  tolde  him  that  the  said 
Cormock  was  w^^  th’  erle  of  Desmonde  at  the  tyme  of  the  conflycte  and  that  he  knewe 
not,  but  he  was  there  slayne  with  others.  And  further  by  vertue  of  his  said  othe 
saiethe  that  Shane  M'^Morishe  of  Knockmoen,  one  of  S'"  Morishe  Fitz  Geralds  gentle- 
men, was  at  David  M<^Shane  is  bowse  in  Keillahall  with  Elizahethe  Leix  the  same 
night  that  Cormocke  O’Connor  was  there  and  save  the  said  Cormocke  there  and  his 
compayne  as  he  the  said  deponent  herde.  In  witnes  of  all  & singular  the  premises 
to  be  the  true  depositions  of  the  said  Edmunde  Duf  made  by  vertue  of  his  said  othe 
before  us  S''  George  Stanley,  knight,  Marshall  of  the  Quenes  Maiesties  Army  in  Irelande, 
and  John  Plunket,  her  highnes  Chiefe  Justice  of  her  said  Realme  of  Irelande  and 
others  whose  names  be  hereunto  subscribed,  we  the  said  S'"  George  Stanley,  John 
Plunkett  and  others,  have  hereunto  subscribed  or  names.  At  Waterford  the  xiiiph  of 
ISlarche  1564. 

“ Item,  the  said  Edmund  Duf  saieth  further  by  vertue  of  his  sayd  othe  that  Gerrot 
Fitz  James,  a base  brother  of  the  late  countes  of  Desmondes,  and  John  Fitz  Gerrot, 
th’  erle  of  Desmonds  stywards  son,  with  the  busshops  sariant  of  Lismore  named 
Thomas  O’Fleyn,  were  at  Lismore  aforesaid  at  the  said  stywards  hovse  when  the  said 
Cormocke  came  thether  as  before.  And  further  saieth  that  Cormock  cavsed  himselfe 
to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Killeduf  to  th’  entent  he  should  not  be  kuowen.  And 
saiethe  also  that  he  knewe  not  the  said  Cormocke  before  he  was  told  it  was  he  by  one  of 
Cormocks  aune  men.  And  further  dothe  say  that  the  said  stywards  other  son,  called 
James  Fitz  Gerrot,  was  in  the  said  stywards  hovse  w^h  others  and  sawe  the  said 
Cormocke  there  as  aforsaid,  this  deponent  being  questioned  whether  he  knewe  the 
said  Donoghe  Endodyn  to  attende  uppon  the  said  Cormocke  by  the  appointment  of 
said  Erie  of  Desmonde  or  not,  said  he  coulde  not  tell. 

“George  Stanley,  James  Walshe  maioL 

John  Plunket. 

Patrick  Sherlocke. 

Edmunde  Butler.” 

Public  Record  Office,  State  Papers,  Ireland,  Eliz.,  "\"ol.  xiii.,  No.  1. 

“ The  examination  of  Lysaghe  M^Morishe  Moyle  0 Connc,  one  of  the  proclaymed 
traytcs  of  the  Conncs,  made  by  vertue  of  his  othe  upon  the  holy  evangelist  at  Kil- 
keny  the  furst  day  of  Apprell  1565  before  us,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed. 

“ Furst  the  said  Lysaghe  by  vertue  of  his  othe  deposithe  that  Lysaghe  M<=Mor- 
oughe  O’Conno'',  one  of  the  cliiefest  proclaymed  trayto''s  of  the  Conncs,  was  m’P'' 
the  Erie  of  Desmonde  the  space  of  eight  or  nyne  vucks  before  the  conflicte  given 
betwixt  th’  erles  of  Ormonde  & Desmonde  in  S'"  Morishe  Fitz  Geralds  countrey  (being 
the  furst  day  of  Februarii  last  passed)  having  in  his  company  eight  kerne  & their 
boyes,  of  which  kerne  one  was  called  Cahill  M^'Conne  OconnC,  an  other  Edmund 
Mac  Shane  Ballaghe  and  another  Conno''  the  sonn  of  Cormocke  0 Co  nno'',  besides 
others  that  went  secretely  thether  in  companyes  before  him,  and  show*^'‘  for  cause  of 
his  knowledge  that  he  himselfe  beinge  personally  present  dud  see  the  said  Lysaghe 
M^Moroughe  w^*'  others  of  his  retynue  in  the  said  Erie  of  Desmonds  companye  at 
his  house  of  Loghgirre  and  saieth  further  that  he  himself  came  oute  of  Offalye  in 
companye  the  said  Lysaghe  M^Moroughe  when  he  wente  to  the  said  Erie  of 
Desmondes  countrey. 

“ Item,  he  deposeth  by  vertue  of  his  othe  that  about  the  later  ende  of  November 
last  past  he  went  to  the  countye  of  Lymericke  to  see  suche  gentlemen  of  the  Conno''s 
as  M^ere  reteyned  and  maynteyned  by  the  Erie  of  Desmonde  then,  at  whiche  tyme 
of  his  travayll  there  he  mett  at  Cahirkenleske  in  the  said  countie  Lysaghe 
McMoroughe  0 Conno''  & Cahill  M^Conne  0 Conno''  and  went  in  company  wit'^  them 
that  night  to  a house  of  John  of  Desmonds  called  Ballybarre  where  he  sane  a gentle- 
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man  seruant  to  the  said  Erie  of  Ormonde  named  Edmunde  Grace  (whom  the  said  John 
of  Desmonde  had  taken  prisoner)  cruelly  kept  in  Irnes.  And  further  saithe  that  the 
persons  aforesaid  went  from  thens  the  next  day  after  to  Lough  Girre  a house  of  the 

This  James  lay  Desmonds.  The  cause  of  his  knowledge  that  they 

syck  V or  vi  wyks  went  thether  is,  because  they  dyd  so  tell  him.  And  likewise  one 
at  Loshgyr  afor  the  of  their  boyes  named  James  M^Willam  Moyle  0 Cahill  came  backe 
conflict.  [leponent  to  bring  him  thether  to  them,  where  he  went  ac- 

cordingly & mett  & sane  them  there  w^h  the  said  Erie  of  Desmond  as  is  before 
declared. 

“ lie  deposithe  lykewise  that  he  being  in  the  said  countie  of  Lymericke  dud  see 
one  Arte  0 Dorane  a proclaymed  trayto^  of  Leix  a horsehacke  in  the  company  of 

Tliis  Art  Odoran  Desmonde,  brother  of  the  said  Erie  of  Desmonde,  at  a 

lay  hurt  at  Loghgir  hill  called  Kuockreaghe,  and  spake  w'^''  him  there  and  at  an  other 
also  a traytor  of  tyme  dud  see  the  same  Arte  w^h  the  said  John  at  a place  called  Beal- 
labrew,  being  fowling  w^a  'William  Keaghe  0 Mulriane,  and  bathe 
bene  maynteyned  by  the  said  Erie  and  his  brother  John. 

“ Item  he  also  deposithe  that  the  said  Erie  and  John  his  brother  before  the  conflicte 
hapined  betwixt  th’  erles  of  Ormonde  & Desmonde  sent  their  messenger  to  Moroughe 
Obriens  sonnes  into  Thomonde,  being  proclaymed  traytors,  to  come  over  spedely  to  them 
w^'i  all  their  power  of  horsmen  & fotemen  that  they  could  make,  and  to  followe  the 
said  Erie  of  Desmonde  into  S''  Morishe  Fitz  Geralds  countrey.  The  cause  of  his  know- 
ledge is  that  he  was  himselfe  in  "Wiliam  Keaghe  0 IMulrians  house  at  Dirreliaghe 
when  the  said  sonnes  came  over  and  lay  there  that  night  (that  is  to  say  Teige  and 
Donoughe  Obriene)  and  mett  w^a  the  messenger  going  for  them  and  told  him  as 
mouche  as  he  deposid  in  that  behalfe.  And  further  saiethe  that  the  said  sonnes 
comyng  as  farre  as  the  Knockreaghe  to  the  said  Erie  (being  in  company  w'^*'  John  of 
Desmonde,  harde  there  of  the  contlicte  given  against  Desmonde,  by  reason  whereof  they 
retorned  backe  agayne  in  to  their  contrey.  Item  he  also  deposeth  by  virtue  of  his 
othe  that  the  said  Lysaghe  INIoreghe  0 Connor  was  w*’^  the  erle  of  Desmonde  at  the 
contlicte  in  Sir  Morishe  Fitz  Geralds  eountrey.  The  cause  of  his  knowledge  is  that  he 
did  see  one  of  the  said  Lysages  men  named  Tieghe  M'^C  mnor  M^Cahir  after  the  con- 
flicte given,  in  Owny,  who  emong  other  nywes  of  the  conflicte  told  him  that  his  M*" 
Lysaghe  was  there  and  did  escape.  And  also  saythe  he  dyd  see  the  said  Lysaghes  Scull' 
and  Sworde  w^'*  one  Edmond  de  Fitz  Edwarde  Quern erforde,  a kerne  of  the  Erie  of 
Ormonds  that  was  in  that  conflicte,  And  knew  the  said  scull  & sworde,  and  told  him 
he  founde  the  same  in  the  conflicte. 

“Item  he  deposith  by  vertue  of  his  othe  that  one  Cahill  M^^^Conne  0 Connor  son  to 
the  olde  0 Connor  that  was  of  long  tyme  deteyned  p'soner  in  Englande  was  w^'^  the 
erle  of  Desmonde  in  the  conflicte  and  slaine  there  then.  The  cause  of  his  knowledge 
is  that  the  above  named  Tieghe  (being  a foster  brother  to  the  traytor  Donoughe 
0 Connor,  meting  this  deponent  in  the  way  retou'ning  from  the  conflicte  to  Offalye, 
at  'William  M^^Donyll  M^Rory  ofiiciall  of  Owynes  house,  tolde  him  there  that  the  said 
Cahill  was  then  slayne  in  the  conflicte,  for  whose  deathe  the  said  Tieghe  made  greate 
lamentacon. 

“ Item  the  said  Lysaghe  further  deposithe  that  one  Aide  M^Teig  Enea  one  of  the 
chiefe  proclaymed  traytors  of  the  Connors  and  his  compayne  hath  bene  resident  for  the 
moste  parte  w^'^  John  of  Desmonde  and  th’  erle  his  brother  from  two  monethes  next 
after  they  were  last  proclaymed  traytors.  The  cause  of  his  knowledge  is  that  he  sane 
the  said  Arte  w^^  John  of  Desmonde  at  a place  called  Cnockreaghe  by  Glane  Ogrey 
and  that  he  was  in  talke  w^’  the  said  Arte  after  there  departing  from  the  said  place  the 
space  of  thre  or  foure  myles  travayling  afote  till  they  partid  at  the  abbay  of  Owney. 

“ Edmund  Shethe,  Souveraigne  of  Kilkeny. 

'WiLLAM  Johnson,  Deane  of  Kilkeny. 

NrcHOLAS  'White,  Recorder  of  Waterforde. 

David  Rothe. 

Edmund  Butler. 

Walter  Archer. 

Robert  Shethe. 

William  Shethe.” 


’ " Lysaghes  Scull,”  i.  e.  his  basciuet,  or  close-fitting  iron  skullcap. 
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IntERKOGATORIES  MINISTRED  TO  THE  LORD  PoWER.  PCBLIC  PeCORD  OffICE, 
State  Papers,  Ireland,  Eliz.  A"ol.  xii.,  No.  53. 

“ At  aterford  the  last  of  February  1564.  Interrogatories  mynistred  to  the  L.  Power. 

“ When  he  kney^e  Th’  erle  of  Desmounde  would  come  to  the  Dessye  and  what  the 
cawse  was  of  his  thither  comynge. 

“ Whither  there  was  horninge,  hy  whome,  and  by  whose  commaundmente. 

“ What  he  knowith  as  touchinge  the  circumstance  and  ordre  of  the  metinge  of  the 
saide  Fries  and  of  the  contynuaunce  and  ende  of  the  conflicte  ; and  what  nomber  Th’ 
erle  of  Desmonde  had  of  horsemen,  fotemen  and  Raskalls. 

“ YvTiither  there  was  any  banner  or  banners  displayed  of  enyside. 

“What  Lords  or  Knights  were  in  Th’  erle  of  Desmondes  company  at  the  tyme  of 
the  conflicte. 

“Whither  he  knewe  of  any  greater  force  or  company  loked  for  by  any  of  the  saide 
Fries. 

Do?'so : “ Copy  of  Interrogatories  ministred  to  the 

L.  Power,  the  laste  of  February.’’ 


Sir  John  Stanlea",  Marshal  of  the  Army,  to  Cecil,  3rd  April,  15Go. 
Public  Record  Office,  State  Papers,  Ireland,  Yql.  xiii.,  No.  4, 
Eliz. 

“M''  Secretorye,  heinge  movcde  in  consyence  and  in  discharge  of  my  dewtye,  I ame 
forcede  nowe  to  troble  you  w^^  these  my  Letres  to  th’  entente  the  Quenes  Maiestye 
mighte  trewlye  understande  howe,  and  in  what  sorte  wee  bane  prosedede  in  this 
o^  late  Jornye  westewardes,  the  trew  disscoursse  of  the  fraye  that  bathe  happenede 

hetwexte  the  two  Fries  & w'home  the  faulte  was  in,  as  nereas  I can  learne 

And  good  M'’  Secretorye  thus  moche  judge  of  me  that  neyther  affection,  gaine,  credyt 
to  myselfe,  nor  discredytinge  of  anye  others,  hathe  movede  me  nowe  to  putt  penn  to 
the  Booke,  but  only  for  dewtyes  sake  and  to  th’  entente  that  the  treweth  mighte 
manifesDTe  appere  unto  her  Ma^ie,  for  I understande  there  is  meanes  made  to  stoppe 

mens  mowthes I knowe  this  my  saide  Lettre  shall  not  only  be  troble- 

some  unto  you  but  also  seme  strange  in  that  I bane  taken  uppon  me  to  he  a medler  in 
theese  gi'eate  causees,  consyderinge  yt  ys  the  fyrste  that  ev^  I wiote  to  any  counseller 
since  I hadde  charge  here  w<=^®  is  nere  twellve  yeres.  But  be  you  nioste  assurede  that 
■vyche  I wryte  ys  playncs  and  trewethe,  for  the  L.  can  wyttnes  w^  me  that  I new 
dcsp’ede  to  be  accuser  or  hinderer  of  anye  to  the  state,  all  thoughe  I knewe  him  to  he 

my  mortall  enymye And  for  ni}^  L.  Justice  and  o“'  prosedings  att 

WaPfiorde  duringe  the  space  of  syxe  wekes  and  odde  dayes,  I shall  not  nede  to  ho 
longe  nor  teddy ous  to  you  in  the  declaracon  thereof,  for  yf  we  bane  orderede  seven 
severall  mattr’s  we  haue  reformede  the  hole.  And  for  the  Fries  causes  we  bane  wadede 
so  farre  in  th’examynacion  of  them,  that  we  maye  well  be  ashamede  of  our  selvees  and 
doings  therein,  for  my  L.  Justyce  dothe  playnely  saye  that  he  cannot  as  yett  sertefye 
the  Quenes  Ma^ie  the  trewethe  nor  certentye  of  that  matP,  w<=he  J knowe  muste  nedes 
seme  strange  to  you.  But  beleve  me  Secretarye,  yf  he  colde  I dowte  he  wolde  not, 
as  you  shall  presentelye  und''stande  by  this  my  Lettre,  and  further  hy  my  L.  of 
Ormonde  hymselfe  at  suche  tyme  as  he  shall  appere  before  you.  For  what  affection 
and  fonnde  delayes  hathe  bene  usede,  suche  wo'kinge  and  practysinge  to  h.yde  and 
shadowe  the  trewethe,  yt  wolde  make  anye  dewtyfuU  harte  to  be  affrayede  to  thinke 
of  yt,  for  as  God  shall  judge  me  I wolde  not  wyllingly  be  in  the  lyke  Jornye  againo 
and  to  be  matchede  w^  suche  a coinpanye  as  I was,  and  to  receave  suche  rebukes  and 
checks  for  the  utterrynge  of  my  connsyence  to  the  furtherance  of  her  !Maiestyes  s'vice 
as  I then  dyd,  <fe  w^  pacyence  beare  the  same,  not  yf  I mighte  haue  fyve  houndrethe 
poundes  for  my  labour.  And  allthough  yt  hathe  bene  panefull  and  troblesome  unto  me 
1 am  able  to  showe  in  wrytinge  the  trewethe  howe  we  haue  spente  everye  dayo 
duringe  o^'  ahoode  there,  and  th’  effecte  of  the  mattryall  talke  that  hathe  passede 
amongste  us  in  consultacion,  for  I haue  bene  forcede  thereunto  because  I was  aloone 
w^  owte  anye  that  wolde  wyttnes  w^  me  what  I saide  and  dyd  in  the  ’erles  causees, 
to  th  entente  that  the  trewthe  mighte  haue  bene  knowen  unto  her  Majestye.  Butt 
all  wolde  not  healpe,  for  what  wee  determynede  the  one  day’e  was  denyede  the  other. 
But  God  that  seethe  the  secretts  of  all  hartees  dothe  knowe  howe  Idlelye  and 
wyckedly  that  tyme  was  spent  there,  w<^^  I omytt  to  write  thereof,  for  I knowe  you 
cannot  but  here  yt  of  others,  and  allthoughe  you  und'stande  what  assystance  of  counsel- 
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lors  my  L.  Justyce  had  him  that  joruye,  yett  I thinke  yt  not  amysse  to  name  tliem 
nnlo  you,  and  so  to  discryhe  of  them  as  1 knowe,  and  howe  theye  have  hene  drownede 
in  atfectyou  towardes  my  L.  of  Desmonde  in  all  his  causees  that  noM'e  are  in  questyon, 
theire  doings  will  judge  : and  for  my  L.  of  Kildaire  yt  is  not  uiiknowento  you  what  as- 
surede  knott  of  frendshippe  ys  betwexte  the  Erie  of  Desmonde  and  him,  and  all  thoughe 
I colde  at  full  discryhe  the  same,  I thinke  yt  nedelcsse  because  I knowe  you  und'stande 
inoughe  thereof ; and  for  Justice  Plunkett  he  hathe  marrycde  my  L.  of  Kildaircs  nyce 
and  ys,  as  theye  here  tearme  yt,  “ ajainte  and  follower  to  the  garontynes,”  and  so  affec- 
tionede  that  waye  that  he  is  unremoveahle  yf  by  anye  meanes  he  may  stande  theme  in 
stydde,  and  ys  an  unknowen  man  in  the  reste  of  his  doings  : I wolde  to  God  the  Queenes 
Ma^ie  knewe  the  trewcthe  thereof  not  onlye  of  him  but  of  all  the  reste  of  her  Iivshe 
counsellors  here,  and  of  their  tcpkednes  and  [the  words  in  italics  are  crossed  out  in  the 
original]  uncerten  dealinge  in  cousulltacions.  ]\P'  Agarde  hathe  bene  greatly  mystrustede 
wt  my  L.  of  Ormonde  and  others  bocaiisc  of  his  greatenes  w‘  my  L.  Justyce,  and  that 
he  was  the  only  meanes  that  my  li.  of  Kildaire  was  brought  into  suche  credyd  w^  my 
L,  Justice  as  he  nowe  is,  for  the  derection  of  the  State  here  ys  in  a manner  holy  com- 
niytted  to  hym,  so  that  what  hedesyrethe  to  haue  donn,  hathe  bynne  executede,  for  the 
governor  here  will  in  no  wyse  otiendo  him.  And  I knowe  not  what  myslykinge  or  cause 
hathe  movede  my  L.  Justice  to  be  so  bcnte  againste  my  Ij.  of  Ormonde  as  he  ys,  for  as- 
suredly he  hathe  practysedo  all  he  can  to  defate  his  service,  and  holye  to  condemne  and 
charge  him  w^  this  conflycte  that  hathe  happenede  betwexte  liim  and  the  Erie  of  Des- 
nionde,  so  that  yf  I had  not  bene  there  at  this  present,  and  used  suche  decente  planenes 
unto  him  and  to  the  reste  accordinge  to  my  dewtye  and  in  discharge  of  my  conscyence, 
my  L.of  Ormonde  haddo  talcen  for  the  tyme  no  small  foyle,  but  also  at  the  fyrste  seighte 
muste  nedes  haue  bene  for  the  t5uue  condeinpnede  w^  the  Qucnes  IMa^*®  and  her  honour- 
able couusell  their  ; for  there  was  suche  devices  hy  underecte  meanes  and  dishoneste 
dealings  as  y t wolde  greve  anye  honeste  harte  to  thinke  on  yt.  Therefore  I was  forcede 
for  trewethes  sake  to  stande  in  dewtyfull  tearmes  againste  them  all,  w^^''  I truste  here- 
after you  shall  betP  understand  by  the  sequell  of  the  same:  for  my  L.  of  Oi’inonde  at 
the  cominge  of  my  J_,.  of  Desmonde  to  ’SVallt'fforde  was  thus  dealte  w^  all ; beinge  callede 
before  my  L.  Justice  and  counsell  was  comandedde  by  mj'-  L.  Justice  upon  his  dewtye 
of  alledgyance  presentl}''  to  delyv''  my  L.  of  Desmonde  for  yt  was  not  lawfull  to  keape 
him  as  his  prysoner.  Then  my  L.  of  Ormonde  reverendly  declarede,  that  he  hadd  not 
takin  him  nor  mentc  to  keape  him  as  his  owne  p'soner,  but  for  the  Queue,  therefore  he 
desirede  my  Jj.  and  counsell  that  he  mighte  styll  retaiue  him  untyll  the  Quenes 
pleasui’e  were  further  knowen  therein,  and  said  further  he  had  to  charge  him  w^  higbo 
treason  & so  ho  hadd  writtin  to  her  Ma^*'",  and  declarede  further  yfhe  shulde  go  owte  of 
his  handees  that  he  knewe  mens  mowthes  wolde  be  stoppede  w^'‘  might  be  no  small 
hinderance  unto  her  Maiestyes  service.  But  all  that  wolde  not  healpe  to  staye  my  L. 
Justice  for  havinge  him  of  him,  for  he  mente  ones,  yf  I hadd  not  bene,  to  have  fetchede 
him  frome  my  L.  of  Ormondes  lodginge  per  force.  The  nexte  day  my  L.  of  Ormonde 
beinge  before  us  againe.  He  was  comniandede  w^'^  owte  anye  mo  delayes  upon  his  dewtye 
of  alledgyance  to  delyv''  him,  and  then  he  desyrede  that  he  might  haue  in  wrytinge 
und*'  o’"  handes,  to  shawe  for  his  discharge,  the  requests  that  he  maide  to  retaine  him,  the 
straite  commandmente  that  he  hadde  to  deliuer  him.  But  that  in  no  wyse  wolde  be 
grantede.  But  at  lenghe  he  was  promessede  to  have  a coppye  thereof  as  yt  shulde  be 
enterede  into  the  Counsells  Boke.  And  so  the  nexte  daye  my  L.  of  Ormonde  broughte 
my  L.  of  Desmonde  in  ord*'  as  a p'soner  and  delyvered  him  w^  these  wordes  o''  suche 
lyke,  ‘jMy  L.  Justice  hether^haue  I broughte  to  you  my  L.  of  Desmonde  accordinge  to 
yo''  streighte  commandment  geven  me  w'''*  in  no  wyse  I mente  te  dissobeye.  And  I 
dely  V him  unto  you  as  the  quenes  Ma^'^s  prsoner  beinge  taken  in  the  felde  by  me  w*  his 
Baner  displayede  Burnynge  and  spoylinge  the  Quenes  Ma^'es  good  subiectees  w^  in 
shyre  grounde  w^  sundry  traytors  in  his  cominpanye.  And  I haue  to  charge  him  fur- 
ther wt  greate  and  highe  Treason  accordinge  as  I haue  wryttin  to  the  Quenes  ISIa*^'®, 
Therefore  I shall  charge  yo*"  L.  and  the  reste  as  moche  as  decently  I maye  That  he  maye 
be  savely  and  sewerlye  keapte,  and  not  to  be  sufferede  to  haue  conferrance  w*  any  un- 
■>:yle  the  Quenes  pleasure  be  further  knowen,  and  that  M''  M''shall  may  haue  the 

keapinge  of  him.  And  seing  you  haue  thus  taken  him  frome  me,  yf  mens  mowthes  be 
stoppede,  as  I feare  theye  will,  and  by  meanes  whereof  some  partee  of  hisheanous  trea- 
son come  not  to  light,  I truste  therein  1 shal  be  dischargede  to  her  maiestye.’  And  so  we 
broke  uppe  counsell  and  my  L.  of  Desmonde  wente  home  w^  my  L.  Justice  and  at  afP 
sopper  he  was  sufferede  to  go  to  his  owen  lodgyinge  having  butt  three  of  my  L.  Justice 
men  to  attende  appon  hyme,  and  there  did  remaine  duringe  or  abo^'de  in  'NVallt'fforde, 


THE  EARLS  OF  DESMO^H). 


5 L 


and  was  sufFerede  to  haue  conferrence  as  inanye  as  he  lykedde,  and  as  ofte  ns  ho 
wolde,  bothe  secrettly  and  openly,  was  contrary  to  o'"  agrement  at  the  counsell  table 
as  I often  tolde  my  L.  and  dislykede  thereof,  lint  all  wolde  not  healpe.  Yf  that  matf 
hadd  bene  discrete  and  well  handlede,  There  wolde  be  like  faullen  owte  further  matt*' 
then  I feare  nowe  is  lyke  to  come  to  liglite  or  that  wil  be  broughte  to  passe  w^  the  ex- 
pence of  a greate  some  of  monye.  And  then  w*^  in  two  or  three  dayes  aft*'  there  was  certen 
artycles  drawen  for  bothe  the  cries  to  be  examynede  upon,  and  agreede  by  all  the  reste 
savinge  myselfe  that  theye  shulde  haue  answerede  by  theire  learnede  counsell.  I dyd 
alledgede  yt  was  not  laufull  as  I thoughte  that  anye  that  was  accusede  of  treason 
shulde  be  sufFerede  to  answere  by  learnede  counsell,  and  so  then  w*^  moche  ado  yt  was 
agreed  at  lenghe,  By  meane  that  I wolde  not  geve  my  consente  w*^  them,  That  they 
should  be  examynede  before  us  severallye  appon  the  artycles,  and  the  clarke  of  the 
counsell  to  wryte  and  recorde  as  theye  shulde  speake,  A.nd  so  aft*'  some  delayes  wTn  a 
daye  or  twoomy  L.  of  Ormonde  was  fyrste  callede  and  examynede  ; and  aft*'  his  examy- 
nacions  taken,  w<*'*  was  don  strectelye  inoughe ; there  was  a llespyte  of  thre  or  foure 
dayes  aff  before  we  wente  to  my  L.  of  Desmonde,  what  goodde  meauynge  was  therein 
I will  not  meddyll  w<^  all ; But  m*'ke  the  sequell,  for  at  o*'  commynge  to  my  L.  of  Des- 
mondes  lodgginge,  I knowinge  no  other  hut  tiiat  he  shulde  haue  bene  examynede  as  my 
L.  of  Ormonde  was,  hee  hadde  booke  Readye  and  Drawen  by  learnede  counsell  to  everye 
artycle  and  so  delyverede  thee  same  to  my  L.  Justice  w^owte  anye  faullte  founde.  And 
aff  o*'  departure  thence  we  wente  to  counsell,  And  then  I greatly  dyd  myslyke  of  that 
parcyall  kinde  of  dealinge  contrarye  to  all  o'"  agrements,  and  saide  in  no  wyse  I wolde 
be  partaker  thereof,  for  yt  was  not  to  be  lyked,  or  allowede  of,  That  my  L.  of  Ormonde 
beinge  a faythefull  loyall  and  obedyent  subiecte  shulde  be  examynede  so  strectelye, 
And  hee  whome  was  accusede  of  hie  treason  shulde  be  sufFerede  to  answer  by  his 
learnede  counsell ; I have  oft  charged  my  L.  and  the  reste  w^  the  same.  And  yesterdaye 
before  the  hole  counsell  in  discharge  of  myselfe  I uttered  the  same  unto  them  before  my 
L.  Justice  and  dyd  charge  him  therew'*.  And  other  matters  worsse  then  that,  w****e  he  colde 
not  denye,  But  saide  1 was  a willfull  man  and  affectyonede  to  1115^  L.  of  Ormonde,  and 
wolde  consente  to  nothinge  but  what  pleased  myselfe,  but  when  bothe  o*^  doings  shall 
appere  unto  indifferente  herers,  as  I truste  yt  shall  or  yt  be  longe,  then  shall  yt  he 
knowen  unto  the  Queues  Maiestye  where  and  in  whome  the  faulte  ys.  My  L.  Power, 
beinge  brother  in  lawe  to  my  L.  of  Desmonde  and  in  the  felde  w^  him  on  his  syde,  was 
examynede  apon  certen  artycles  conserning  the  metinge  of  the  two  Erles  and  who  gave 
the  fyrste  charge.  And  in  lykewyse  was  S'"  Morrys  Fytze  Garret  w*=^®  was  all  that  was 
donn  duringe  o*'  aboode  at  Wallterforde  towchinge  that  matter,  for  myL.  Justice  wolde 
not  wayde  anye  further  in  thatt  matP  Because  yt  minde  not  for  his  purposse.  There 
wa,s  a Booke  delyverede  by  my  L.  of  Ormonde,  indossede  to  my  L.  Justyce  and  counsel!, 
of  Burn5uige,  spoylinge  and  prayenge  sondry  times  his  countrye  by  my  L.  of  Desse- 
monde  and  his  brother  Before  the  tyme  of  theire  meting  in  the  felde,  and  since  Sir 
Thomas  Cusacke  concludede  accordinge  to  his  accostomed  manner  a fyckelede  peace,  in 
lyke  there  was  delyverede  another  Booke  b)^  my  L.  of  Desmonde,  indossede  of  the  same 
sorte,  butt  what  was  in  yt  1 colde  nev*'  be  sofferede  to  see,  my  L.  of  Ormonde  delyv'erede 
in  wry  tinge  certen  requestees,  w*^'*®  was  so  reasonable  and  fytt  to  be  grantede  bothe  for 
the  furthe  furtherance  of  her  Ma^*®®  s*'vice  and  for  a derecte  waye  to  und'stande  the 
trewethe  as  I cannot  biit  m*'vell  howe  my  L.  Justice  durste  denye  him  euye  of  them,  for 
when  you  shall  see  them,  I daire  boldlye  saye  you  wyll  mysh  ke  thereof.  And  nowe 
towchinge  theire  meatynge,  the  ord*'  and  manner  thereof,  1 will  as  brefely  as  I can 
towche  the  same  : my  L.  of  Ormonde  beinge  in  the  countrye  of  Typperarye,  and  under- 
standinge  by  credable  reporte  that  my  L.  of  Desmonde  hadd  assemblede  a greate  force 
of  men  to  th’  entente  to  envayde  his  countrye,  dyd  assemble  some  parte  of  his  countrye 
nere  adjoynynge  to  those  Borders  and  sende  for  S*',  Edmonde  Butler  and  the  reste  of 
his  bretherue  to  repare  to  him  w^^  theire  forces,  And  appon  theire  commynge  to  hym 
w®'*e  was  abowte  the  laste  of  February,  He  beinge  apon  a hyll  in  his  counntrye,  acos- 
temede  place  to  assemble  on,  xV  messenger  of  S*'.  Morris  Fytze-Garrettz  came  to  him 
wth  a P®  frome  his  M®,  requestinge  him  to  be  so  moche  his  good  L.  as  to  repaire  into  his 
countrye  and  to  healpe  him  to  conducte  his  cattell  savelye  und*'  his  rule,  for  he  had 
perfytte  und^standinge  that  my  L.  of  Desmonde  was  determynede  to  distroye  and  spoyle 
his  countrye,  therefore  he  hadd  gatherede  all  his  cattell  of  his  countrye  to  his  howsse 
callede  Dromannoghe  wheare  theye  shulde  remane  untyll  he  harde  frome  his  L.,  humbly 
requestinge  him  to  releve  him,  beinge  his  poore  bondsman,  as  he  hadde  often  tymss  donn 
before.  And  so  apon  the  same  my  L.  of  Ormonde  repared  towardes  S*'  Morrys  his  coun- 
trye havinge  in  his  companye  to  attende  upon  him  not  passinge  a houndrethe  horsse 
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and  thre  lioundrethe  footenieu  or  there  nbowtes,  and  not  knowinge  at  all  of  my  L.  of 
Desmondes  beinge  in  S*’  Morrys  bis  countrye  cntredde  biit  the  same  daye,  and  so  my  L. 
of  Ormondes  borsscs  beinge  Averye,  restede  apon  a bill  Av^i'in  tbre  myles  of  S''  Morris 
bis  boAvsse  and  a borsseman  belonginge  to  my  L.  of  Desmonde  bavinge  knowledge 
thereof  came  to  him  and  secretly  enformed  him  of  the  same,  and  my  L.  of  Desmonde 
tokc  the  same  verrye  joyfullye,  and  askede  the  messing''  wheatber  my  L.  of  Ormonde 
Avas  there  bimsellc  and  be  said  ‘no,’  Then  saide  my  L.  of  Desmonde  ‘left  us  go  appon  them 
for  they  ayr  butt  yonge  boyes  and  rascally.  And  aa’c  shall  take  them  grasinge  tbeire 
borsees.’  Jbit  my  L.  PoAA'er  persAvadedo  him  there  frome  and  saide  ‘ my  L.  yt  is  beste  you 
meddle  not  av*  them  att  all,  for  I doAA'to  tbeye  be  a greatter  force  then  aa"c  ayre.  There- 
fore retorne  backe  into  my  counntrye  Avbere  I shall  bringe  you  in  saA'etye,  so  that  yf 
they  AA'olde  attempte  anything  againste  you  tbeye  shall  not  be  able  to  anoye  you,’  and 
further  dyd  persAvade  him  not  to  meddle  anye  further  consyderinge  That  he  kneAA'e  that 
my  L Justice  AA'as  comynge  his  Avaye  toAA'ardes  "Wallt'forde,  but  all  that  AA'olde  not  staye 
him.  There  was  another  Avaye  that  AA'ente  toAvardes  Youghnll,  aa’^''^  lyethe  frome  tlie 
place  AA’here  he  campede  them  plane  SoAA'thAA'arde,  and  my  L.  of  Ormonde  came  derectlye 
OAA'te  of  the  northe  so  that  he  mighte  haiie  gone  saA'elyc  into  his  countrye,  aa'^^^'^  aa^s  not 
passinge  sca^ui  myles  of;  the  reste  of  his  captaynes  persAA'adede  him  thereunto  butt  he 
AA'olde  no  othei’AA'aise  do  but  to  go  the  nexte  AA’aye  toAA'ardes  Lessemore,  AA'here  he  hadd  a 
greate  force  of  horsemen  and  footemen,  that  AA'as  appointed  to  repaire  to  hym  that 
night  into  S'"  Morris  his  countrye,  av"*‘®  AA'as  letted,  as  God  AA'olde  liaA'e  yt,  by  meanes  of 
tbeire  soddan  metinge,  for  ells  my  L.  of  Ormonde  had  bene  in  dang'  nev'  to  have  retor- 
nede  home  yf  the  reste  of  the  cries  companye  had  comen  to  him  before  tbeye  hadde  mett ; 
and  so  the  crle  of  Desmonde  sent  forAvardees  and  appointed  his  footemen  to  go  before, 
and  so  they  dyd,  and  m'chede  toAvardes  a tOAvne  callede  Athcmanc  Avhere  the  feightc 
Avas,  and  my  L.  of  Ormonde  commynge  doAvne  frome  the  mountaines  and  keapte  as  he 
Avas  appointede  his  highe  Avaj'e  toAvardes  Dromanoghe  S'  Morrys  his  hoAvse,  and  mighte 
have  slayne  all  my  Jj.  of  Desmondes  fotemen  if  he  had  niente  to  have  begonne  the 
quarrell ; for  you  shall  understand  that  at  Athemane  aforesaide  the  tAvo  wayes  mett  and 
crossed,  and  my  Ij.  of  Ormondes  Avaye  laye  SoAvtlnvarde  and  my  L.  of  Desmondes  Aveste- 
Avarde,  so  that  my  L.  of  Desmondes  footemen  Avas  passede  on  my  L.  of  Ormondes 
righte  hande,  and  then  distante  frome  tbeire  aAvne  horsemen  above  a mylee ; so  that 
tbeye  Avere  at  his  devocion  } f he  hadde  lyste  to  haue  hadde  to  do  av*^  them  ; my  L.  of 
Desmonde,  bavinge  my  L.  of  Ormonde  in  seighte  came  appon  the  spurre,  and  as  yt 
semede  thoughte  the  tyme  to  longe  tyll  he  mighte  encount'  av^  him,  and  so  brake  OAvte 
of  his  aAvne  AVaye,  above  thyrtye  score  or  more,  and  gave  the  charge  on  my  L.  of 
Ormonde  verrye  desperatelye  ; and  m'ke  aa'*^  all  inA'  L.  of  Ormonde  sutferede  my  L.  of 
Desmondes  fotemen  to  crosse  him  his  Avaye  backe  againe  and  joynede  themselAxs  av'- 
tbeire  maist'  att  the  tyine  Avhen  he  gave  the  charge,  and,  for  profe,  shottof  tbeire  peces 
before  my  L.  of  Ormonde  ev'  olferede  to  styre,  and  God  that  is  the  juste  judge  g'aA'e  the 
A'ictorye  as  you  haue  harde  : So  that  av''*'®  my  L.  of  Ormonde  dyd  Avas  in  his  aAvne 
defence.  The  daye  of  tbeire  metinge  Avas  the  fyrste  of  February  a lyttill  before  the 
settinge  of  the  sonne.  There  was  no  greate  oddes  in  theyre  companyes  for  as  I can  learne 
m}'  Jj.  of  Ormonde  hadde  not  passinge,  tAventy  horsemen  mo  then  bee,  and  threscore 
fotemen  or  there  aboAvtes.  M^ell  INI'  Secretorye  truste  mo,  yt  Avas  the  happiste  takinge 
that  ev'  Avas  in  Irelande,  and  yf  the  matter  hadd  bene  Aveli  handlede  since,  yt  Avolde, 
or  nowe,  so  haue  provede,  for  assuredlye  he  mente  not  at  all  to  have  come  to  the 
governor  at  this  tyme,  nor  to  haA'e  spoken  av*^''  him  att  all  unlessc  yt  hade  bene  in 
the  felde  Avliere  he  Avolde  haue  bene  stronger  then  bee  ; or  ells  appon  safe  con- 
ducte  or  protcctyon,  and  this  is  moste  trowe  yf  one  may  beleve  Ins  aAvne  frendes 
and  trusty  s'A'ants  and  besydes  of  my  naAvne  knoAvledge  1 knoAve  of  greate  p'sump- 
syons  that  dotho  rather  make  me  to  belcA'e  the  same.  Y"ou  shall  further  imd'standc 
there  Avas  a partye  in  makinge  for  my  L.  of  Ormonde  ; yf  this  had  not  happonede  my  L.  of 
Desmonde  hadd  manyede  my  L.  of  Dunboynes  doughter  and  soche  shulde  haue  bcene 
drawen  fi-ome  him  ; and  S'  Peres  Butler  of  the  Caire,  he  was  assuredly  linkede  av^”  my 
1j.  of  Desmonde  againste  him,  for  proffe  thereof  he  was  at  liossmore  av'*'  a hande  of 
horsemen  commynge  tOAvardes  my  L.  of  Desmonde.  The  practyses  of  Irelande  be 
greate  and  not  und'stoode  to  all  men  that  semes  to  haue  knoAvledge  thereof.  I moste  be 
torcede,  leste  I shulde  be  ov'  teddyous  to  you,  cutte  of  a greate  parte  of  my  matt' 
because  1 haue  takin  apon  me  to  make  discoursb  to  you  of  other  mattrs.  Yett  I Avill  not 
h)rgctc  hoAve  John  0 desmonde  was  comynge  tOAvards  his  brother  av*  a foi’ce  av*-  him, 
and  tlic  Traylors  the  Brenes  av  hym;  and  others,  asthe  Oconnors  and  oilier  Traylors,  Avere 
in  the  felde  AA'ith  his  brotlier,  Avhereof  some  slayne  &:  takin  and  the  reste  cscapede  by 
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fiyghte  and  sw5'mynge.  AVhat  greate  frendshippe  was  & is  betwene  Shane  0 Nele  and 
the  Erie  and  his  brother  John  1 will  omytt  to  wryte  of,  and  for  the  Tooles  & the  Brynes 
what  case  theye  are  in  and  the  reste  of  the  Englishe  paile  I knowe  that  some  of  my 
companyons  here  hathe  sHefyde  you  the  trewethe  thereof ; the  wasting  of  countryes, 
as  Offaylye  for  one,  is  in  maner  halfe  distroyede  and  M'astede  at  the  leste,  and  for 
Leasee  yt  is  in  maner  clene  ov^  ronne,  for  wthiu  this  fewe  dayes  there  was  a castle 
raisede  downe  and  the  tymb’^  burnede  at  nonedayes  whn  the  harte  of  the  countrye,  and 
whn  a daye  aff  thre  soldyours  of  Capten  Portas  killede.aud  M''  Delves  his  howsse  was 
lyke  to  haue  bene  assultede,  on  "Wednisday  laste,  for  theye  broughte  theire  scalinge 
ladders  whn  lesse  then  a quarP  of  a myle  of  yt.  And  the  owte  lawes  be  not  in  all 
paste  faurescore  men,  and  haue  to  followe  andpursewe  them  thre  houndi’ethe  and  fyftye 
men  besydes  the  helpe  of  the  countrye,  whether  this  be  wtll  orderede  or  no  yt  is  easely 
seen.  My  L.  of  Thomonde  is  allmoste  banyshed  owte  of  his  countrye  by  the  good 
healpe  of  my  L.  of  Desmonde.  He  came  to  my  L.  Justice  and  desyrede  ayde  and  was 
refusede,  allthoughe  that  I and  others  of  her  Mat‘®®  army  laye  still  and  dyd  nothinge,  as 
we  do  sty  11  and  in  maier  haue  donn,  since  the  governor  that  no  we  ys  had  the  charge 
here.  And  towchinge  lykely  hoode  of  rebelly  on  that  is  lyke  to  ensewe,  John  0 Desmonde 
for  his  parte  hathe  a greate  force  to  gathers,  what  his  meaninge  ys  I knowe  not,  but 
belyke  yt  is  for  no  goodnes,  Shane  0 Nele  dothe  dayly  enftene  gonners  galliglas  and 
all  other  men  of  warre  that  he  convenyently  cann  gett,  and  hathe  sent  to  my  L. 
Justice  to  haue  licence  for  the  queues  galliglas  to  serve  him,  and  pJ'tendes  as  he  wolde 
go  apon  the  Scotts,  but  truste  me  he  meanes  no  other  but  to  make  them  assurede  to  him 
and  to  take  theire  pledgg  into  his  handes,  to  th’  entente  to  be  sure  of  them  for  all 
advents,  yf  the  reste  of  Aureleys  shulde  go  to  warre,  as  partely  yt  is  to  be  ferede  then 
will  they  sure  joyne  w*^  ONele,  w®^®  wil  be- worse  matter  then  as  yett  is  conceavede 
or  consyderede  of,  but  yf  yt  please  the  Queues  Maiestye  she  may  nowe  take  some 
goodde  ord''  for  ail  the  ’NVeste  partees  of  Irelande  and  the  seure  settling  thereof,  Bothe 
by  sea  and  bylande  consyderinge  that  my  L.  of  Desmonde,  Macarte,  0 More,  and  Swiliy 
Mahere  are  nowe  at  her  highenes  commandment,  althoughe  yt  be  againste  theire  willes. 
I haue  to  sende  you  when  yt  is  perfyttede  a platte  of  the  gi’ounde  where  the  erles  mett 
for  I wentethether  inyselfe  to  take  the  same  to  th’  entente  to  understande  the  trewethe, 
my  L.  Justice  is  not  a lyttill  gravelede  w*  me  therefore,  and  I know  that  his  L.  and 
others  that  will  joyne  w<^  him  will  wryte  as  clene  againste  this  as  can  be  ; but  what  I 
haue  wryttin  I will  stande  to,  and  no  man  shal  be  able  to  disprove  anye  parte  thereof 
and  thus  I shall  mooste  humbly  requeste  you  to  take  in  the  best  parte  this  my  rude 
and  plane  wry  tinge  for  I meane  not  to  the  hinderance  of  any  man  as  good  [sA]  shall  judge 
me.  Trustinge  therefore  that  you  will  keape  to  yo^selfe  that  w®^»®  shall  tow®*'®  any  man 
pryvatlye,  and  thus  comyttinge  you  and  all  yC  doing  unto  the  Etemall  God  I ende. 

“ Frome  Dublin  the  iiD  of  Aprill  1565. 

“ Yo''s  assurede  to  his  small  power  to  commande, 

“ George  Stanley. 

Dorso  : “ 3 April  1565,  S’’  George  Stanley  to  my  M''.” 


Sir  W.  Fytzwyllia:^is  to  Cecil.  Public  Recoeb  Office,  State  Papers, 
Ireland,  Yol.  xiii.,  No.  6,  Eliz. 

“ The  try  all  of  the  ii  erles  doyngs  I fear  wyH  not  com  to  you  yet  thys  moneth,  for 
my  L.  Justyce  in  hys  vii  wycks  lying  at  Waterford  dyd  lytell  or  nothyng  therin,  the 
Erie  of  Ormond  is  greatly  grey  vd  that  my  L.  of  Desmond  had  leve  to  specke  w^^ii  whom 
he  wold,  secretly  or  openly,  and  to  wryt  at  hys  pleasur,  consyderyng  he  was  delyveryd 
as  to  be  cbarged  w^*’  hygh  treason,  besyds  thos  w®^  by  the  law  of  thys  rea'lme  ar 
treasone.  So  good  an  offer  gyven  of  God,  and  so  over  throne,  I wyll  not  judge  to  hire, 

hath  not  lyghtly  ben  sen ; but  [£20,000]  wyll  not  now  by  owt  that  w®‘‘  (if  he  had 
ben  but  honorably  kept,  so  it  had  ben  wyth  restraynt  from  common  speche)  myghthaue 
ben  had.  I humbly  seace  and  to  God  do  leve  you,  who  longe  in  helth  w"h  increace  of  honor 
macke  yo®  lyfe  to  be.  From  Thomas  Couert  besyde  Dublyne  the  iii  of  apryell  1565. 

“ Yo®  duryng  lyfe  ever  asuryd 
to  command 

“W.  Fytzwylliams. 

Dorso  : “ To  the  ryght  honorable  Syr  Wylliam  Cecill  knyght, 
pryncipall  secretory  [to  her  Majesjti.’’ 
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Depositions  and  Memorandums.  Public  Record  Office,  State  Papers, 
Eliz.,  Ireland,  Vol.  xiii.,  No.  9. 

“ Hereafter  followeth  the  depositions  of  certain  persons  taken  before  us  whose  names 
are  herunto  subscribed  at  Clonmell  the  viiith  of  Ap''ell  1565. 

“Furst  Moriertagbe  M^Edmunde  M^Shyby  captaine  of  galloglasses,  of  the  age  of 
XXV  yeres  or  there  abouts,  soleraply  sworne  uppon  the  Holy  Euangelists  deposith  by 
Examyn  Cahyr  upon  of  his  othe  that  abouts  the  fyue  of  Julii  last  past,  Teige 

this  artycle  touching  M<=Moroghe  0 Brene,  one  of  the  proclaymed  traytors  of  Thomonde, 
the  obrenes.  came  over  the  Symenn  into  Connelaghe  under  the  Erie  of  Desmonds 

rule,  & requyred  this  deponents  brother  named  Manus  iM^Edmunde,  one  of  the  p''ncipall 
captaines  of  the  Erie  of  Desmonds  galloglasses,  to  goo  over  into  Thomonde,  with  all  the 
souldyo''s  he  could  make,  to  assist  him  & his  kinsmen  against  th  erle  of  Thomonde,  offer- 
ing to  intertaine  them  well,  and  toldothem  then  it  was  the  said  Erles  pleasure  & con- 
sent they  should  goo  with  [him],  wher  uppon  they  went  over  w*''  him  accordingly,  to  tl^e 
nomber  of  ii<=lxxx  souldyo''s  of  galloglasses,  & contynued  there  the  space  of  xiii  wicks 
annoying  the  said  Erie  of  Thomonde  & his  adherents  in  taking  away  from  them  their 
goods  k cattells  to  the  utter  most  of  their  power.  The  cause  of  his  knowledge  is  by- 
cause he  was  at  the  tyme  of  the  comyng  over  of  Teige  0 Brien  & also  during  the  tyme 
of  the  said  service  in  the  company^  of  his  said  brother  Manus. 

“ Item  the  said  Moriertaghe  by  vertue  of  his  othe  saiethe  that  the  day  of  the 
conflyct  given  betwixt  the  Erles  of  Ormonde  & Desraonde  one  Lysaghe  M<=Moroghe  & 
Conno*',  a proclaymed  trayto''  of  the  0 Connors,  was  then  in  the  conflicte  with  th’  erle 
of  Desmonde.  And  showith  for  cause  of  knowledge  that  he  himselfe  being  then 
personaly  present  in  the  said  conflict  w^''  the  said  Erie  of  Desmonde  did  see  the  said 
Lysage  there  then  and  knewe  him  well. 

“ Item  by  vertue  of  his  othe  he  deposeth  thattlT  Erie  of  Ormonde  might  haue  slaine 
all  the  Erie  of  Desmonds  fotemen  long  er  he  & the  said  erle  did  mete,  if  he  listed.  The 
cause  of  his  knowledge  is  because  Ormonde  & his  power  stode  still  a good  while  harde 
by  the  fotemen  w^''out  attempting  to  harme  them  till  Desmonde  gave  the  chardge  with 
his  horsmen  and  fotemen  uppon  the  said  Ormond. 

“ Item  he  deposeth  that  Desmonde  determined  to  tarrye  in  S'"  Morishe  Fitz  Geralds 
countrey  in  campe  that  night,  after  the  day  of  the  conflict  given,  if  worde  had  not  bene 
brought  to  him  of  Ormonds  comyng  into  the  countrey.  The  cause  of  his  knowledge  is 
by  cause  Desmonde  & his  hoste  made  cabans  and  tents  there  and  sent  to  Down  Garwane 
for  wyne,  and  killed  heaves  to  vittaill  them  there  that  night. 

“ Item  Moroghe  brother  to  the  said  Moriertaghe,  captain  of  galloglasses,  of  the  age 
of  xxii  yeres  or  there  abouts,  likewise  solemply  sworne,  agreethe  w^'’  the  pre-contest 
towching  the  furst  article  in  matter  & cause  of  knowledge,  saving  he  saithe  that  Teige 
0 Briene  & Donoghe  Mac  Moroghe  0 Briene  came  over  together  to  requyre  his  brother 
iUanus  and  his  souldyo’'s  to  goe  with  them  into  Thomonde,  and  that  they  w'ente  to  the 
Erie  of  Desmonde  to  Corke  (his  brother  Manus  being  then  w*^''  his  L.)  and  after  their 
reto^’iie,  diuers  of  his  said  brother  Manus  is  men  told  this  deponent  that  the  said  Erie 
had  given  his  consent  and  good  will  that  they  shuld  goe  w^^^  the  said  Teige  and 
Donoghe  into  Thomonde,  where  they  remayned  & serued  as  the  furst  deponent  deposed, 
and  saithe  further  that  the  pi’oclaymed  traytors  of  the  0 Briens  toke  iii  or  iiii  castells 
from  the  possession  of  th  erle  of  Thomonde  whiles  they  were  there  with  them. 

“ Item  he  deposithe  that  he  harde  his  brother  & diuers  others  say  that  Lysaghe 
M^iMoroghe  was  w^i*  th  Erie  of  Desmonde  at  the  conflicte  betwixt  Ormond  & him,  and 
that  he  himselfe  did  see  some  of  the  said  Lysages  men  there  then  to  the  nomber  of  fyve 
or  six,  whom  others  of  his  fellowes  & companions  there  did  assure  him  to  be  the  said 
Lysaghes  men. 

“ Item  to  the  thirde  article  agreethe  with  the  said  pre-contest,  his  brother,  in  matter 
& substance,  cause  of  knowledge  & all. 

“ Item  to  the  fourthe  agreethe  lykewise  av<-'^  liis  pre-contest  in  matter  & substance 
cause  of  knowledge  & all. 


Dorso . 


' Walter  M’^htt,  Soffi-ayn. 
Nicholas  White,  SenL 
David  Rothe,  Justice. 

Walter  Archer. 

John  Striche. 

Taken  at  M’’aterford  21  Aprill  1565.” 


F owlke  Qlemerforde. 

Sir  Thomas  Clere,  vicar  of  Clonemell. 
Richarde  White. 

Per  me  Henry  M'hite. 
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“ The  names  of  the  cliiefe  of  the  Oconnors,  being  proclaymed  traytors,  as  were 
mentayned  by  th  erle  of  Desmonde  & some  of  them  slayne,  w^^  him  at  the  conflicte. 

“ Furst  Arte  0 Connor  brother  to  Cormocke  & Cakir  ^yas  slayne  there. 

“ Li’saghe  M^Morroglie  0 Conno'',  coseiii  germayne  to  Cormocke  & Cahir,  was  slayne 
there. 

“Edmond  M^Sheane  Ballaghe  0 Conno*’  slayne  there  also. 

“ Conno*  the  son  of  Cormocke  0 Conno*  was  sore  hiirtte  there  & escaped  by  taking 
the  River. 

“ A kiuesman  of  the  Foxes  called  Donogho,  w^’*  divers  other  of  ther  company,  were 
slayne  at  this  conflicte. 

“ Art  0 Dorane  a proclaymed  tray  tor  of  Leax  maynteyned  and  succorde  by  Johne  of 
Desmond. 

“Also  Morrihirtaghe  and  Morroghe  M<^Shihye,  tray  to*®,  brethren  & sonnes  to  Edmond 
M‘=Shihie,  captaynes  of  th’  erle  of  Desmonds  galloglas,  whom  the  said  Erie  sent  to  ayde 
the  proclaymed  trayto*®  of  the  0 Briens  into  Thomonde,  were  taken  prisoners  at  this 
conflict,  the  moost  of  their  soldiers  slayne,  themselfes  lefte  prisoners  in  S*  Moris  Fitz- 
Geraldes  custody,  and  remavne  ther  as  yet. 

“ This  Cahirs  knowledge  of  the  traytors  of  the  0 Briens,  the  traitors  of  Lex,  or  any 
others,  being  mentayned  in  th’  Erie  of  Desmonds  & his  brothers  countrey  & company, 
yo*  L.  may  it  please  you  comand  him  to  declare. 

Dor  so  : “ Examynacions  on  the  Erie  of  Ormondes  behalfe. 

The  Earl  of  Des:mond  to  the  Queen.  Public  Record  Office,  State 
Papers,  Eliz.,  Ireland,  Yol.  xiii.,  No.  53. 

“ To  the  Quenes  Moost  excellent  Majestic,  Humbly  shewith  to  yo*  Ilighnes  youre 
Graces  Orature,  true  and  faithfull  subiect,  Gerald  Erie  of  Desmouud : wheare,  after  the 
deth  of  his  wiff  the  late  contesse  of  Desmound,  yo*  Ma^*®®  said  suppliaunt,  for  the  entier 
love  and  zeale  he  alwaies  bare  unto  his  said  wiff,  and  tlierby  after  her  death  thinking 
to  ymine  in  moore  perfitt  amitie  with  th  erle  of  Ormound,  then  in  the  lief  of  his  mothei-, 
sent  his  said  wiffs  suster,  and  his  sty  ward  Gerrot  Fitz  John,  unto  the  said  Erie  of  Or- 
mound, not  onely  offering  but  also  hartly  requiring  him  for  the  good  will  &:  dutie  whiche 
he  ought  unto  his  said  mother,  that  he  would  contynue  his  frendship  & amitye  towards 
yo*  said  suppliaunnt,  and  as  for  suche  contrauersies  as  dependit  betwene  them  yo*  said 
siippliaunt,  would  be  content  to  abide  th’  order  and  adward  of  indifferent  men  to  bo 
chosen  by  their  owne  assents,  wherunto  the  said  Erie  of  Ormoimd  made  aunswer  that 
for  as  moche  as  the  L.  Justice  and  counsell  were  appointed  to  be  shortly  at  M'aterfourd 
he  would  stand  to  no  order  w*-'*  him  but  suche  as  they  would  take,  And  yet  notw*'*staud- 
ing,  immediatly  upon  the  same,  staled  not  onely  all  the  goods  and  chattels  of  yo*  said 
srxppliaunt  both  in  the  Grenoghe,  Clonmell,  & els  where  he  could  com  by  the  same,  but 
also  all  the  rents  due  unto  yo*  said  suppliant  out  of  his  said  wiffs  third  parte  grouen  in 
her  lief  tyme,  as  by  the  particlers  therof  shall  appeare  unto  yo*  highnes,  and  styll  de- 
tayneth  the  same  contrary  to  all  lawe  and  justice.  And  although  yo*said  suppliaunt  by 
the  said  unjust  demeano*  mought  well  have  conceavid  that  the  said  Erie  of  Ormound 
had  no  good  meanyng  towards  him,  y^et  in  respect  of  his  former  aunswer,  and  that  ym* 
said  suppliant  & he  stood  bound  in  seuerall  recognizaunces  of  great  somes  to  y*  Ilighnes 
for  obseruing  & kepingyo*.  Ma^**^®  peace,  he  nothing  les  dubted  then  that  that  hapt.  And 
remay nyng  upon  the  borders  of  his  contrey  abyding  the  comyng  of  ym*  highnes  L.  Jus- 
tice  to  AVaterfourd,  where  by’  his  seuerall  1**“®  he  did  apoint  yo*  said  suppliaunt  to  at- 
tend uppon  him,  sondry  complaints  were  exhibited  unto  yo*  said  suppliaunt  against 
diners  malefactors  under  S*.  Morish  Fitz  Gerald,  in  the  Deacies,  being  alwaies  parsell  of 
the  house  of  Desmond,  where  upon  yo*  said  suppliaunt  sent  diners  tymes  to  the  said  S* 
Morish  for  redresse  therof,  but  the  said  S*  Morish  delaing  of  the  tyme  and  fyding  yo* 
said  suppliant  w^^*  faire  promises,  by  all  lickloode  of  purposse  purpensid  to  trapp  y’o*  said 
suppliant,  as  in  fine  it  happened,  by^  the  comyng  of  the  said  Erie  of  Ormond,  as  it  is 
thought  by  th’  only  drift  of  the  said  S*  Morish,  aunswerid  nothing  to  th’  effects  of  yo* 
said  suppliants  demands  w'-’h  were  no  other  but  that  the  said  Sir  ]\[orishe  would  put  in 
pledggto  make  satisfaction  of  suche  felloiues  & roberies  as  should  be  provid  duelyto  be 
done  & comittid  by’  him  & his  upon  the  inhabitaunts  of  yo*  said  supliants  contrey,  &:  to 
apoint  a certain  day’  for  th’  examinacion  therof ; at  what  tyme  he  should  have  like 
restitucion  to  him  & his  of  all  suche  things  as  they  should  duelye  prove  to  have  bene 
committid  against  them  or  eny  of  them,  by’  yo*  said  suppliaunts  men  or  eny  of  them. 
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Upon  5^0"'  said  Orato''  came  into  the  Deacies  aforsaid  to  make  a distrcsse  wherhy 
ho  myght  bring  the  said  Sir  Morisli  to  condissend  to  his  reasonable  requests, 
so  taken,  did  departe  quietly  homwards  w*^*‘out  any  hostilitie  attemptid  wch  thing 
yo*'  said  suppliant  & other  his  auncestours  upon  like  occation  hath  usid  to  doo  tyme 
out  of  mynd  as  in  that  land,  is  parcell  of  the  house  of  Desmond  & liable  to  their 
distresse  ; and  so  sending  his  footmen  before  him  in  yo‘‘  Graces  highA^'ay  homwards, 
well  were  in  nombre  aboM'tts  1 gallaglasscs  & iii^-'^  kerne,  j^oure  said  suppliaunt 
taring  behind  his  said  footmen  to  stay  sucho  hurts  as  inought  be  done  by  straglers  that 
sought  for  butics,  Sodenly  discried  th’  eric  of  Ormond  marching  in  battell  ray’  with  baner 
(lisplaied  & trumpett  sunding,  towards  the  footmen  of  yo''  said  suppliaunt,  accompanied 
with  horsmen  of  w^'i  nombre  xvi  horsmen  were  suche  as  dwell  under  the  rule  of  Cap- 
ten  Herne,  iiiie  galloglasses  and  as  many  kerne,  ih  hagbutters,  xipon  w^'' yo'' said  sup- 
pliant made  as  moche  hast  as  he  could  to  ouertake  the  said  Erie  thinking  by  his  presence 
to  stay  the  said  Erie  from  using  eny  force  contrary  to  yo*'  highnes  peace,  but  the  said 
Erie,  perceavinge  the  comyng  of  yo''  said  suppliant  being  in  the  highway  betwen  yo'' 
said  suppliant  & his  footmen,  gave  ouere  his  marche  from  the  footemen  & bent  all  his 
force  toward  yo'’  said  suppliaunt,  w^i'  baner  displaid  & trumpett  sunding  the  allarme, 
wherby  yo’'  suppliant,  being  out  of  all  hope  to  obscrue  yo''  Ma^ie®  peace,  was  enforced  in 
sauegard  of  himself  & his  footmen  to  enconter  the  said  Erie,  having  onely  that  way 
liomward,  w‘^*'  they  kept,  yoi'  so  id  suppliant  being  in  nombre  but  Ivi  horsmen,  by  reason 
wherof  yo''  said  suppliant  was  stryken  doune  by  shott  of  hagbut  throughe  his  leg,  and 
wouiulid  dangerously  in  iiii  seuerall  places  of  his  body,  besides  diners  bruses  av^'*  punshing 
stancs,  and  taken  prisonere,  and  after,  the  said  erle  chased  the  seru"nts  of  yo''  said  suppliant 
by  the  space  of  ii  myles  ; and  in  the  same  wilfully  ky lied  & mo'dred  of  yo''  Ma^'es  subiects 
the  nombre  of  iii''  Avhose  names  Avere  to  longe  to  reherse,  contrary  to  yo''  laAves, 

and  to  the  cvill  example  of  all  yo''  Mat'*-'®  subiects,  of  Avhom  the  greater  nombre  Avere  ino- 
scents  that  bare  no  Aveapon,  av''*'  came  thyther  in  hope  to  haA'e  restitucion  & satisfaction 
of  suche  goods  &;  chattells  as  Avere  taken  from  thenr  bj’’  the  malefactors  of  the  said  S'' 
Morish.  And  suche  as  by  happe  did  escape  the  force  of  the  said  Erles  men  thought  by 
sAAdmyng  ouere  a certen  ryucr  to  saA'e  their  lieffs,  but  the  poore  men  being  disceaAdd  of 
their  hoppe  found  the  same  ryuere  full  of  boats  freictid  av^''  the  said  S''  Morish’s  men, 
Avho  moost  cruelly  mo''dred  av^''  stones,  staves  and  other  Avepons,  the  greater 
nombre  of  the  poore  simers  in  the  ryuere,  so  that  Avhat  by  meanes  of  the  said  Erie  by 
land,  & the  said  S''  Morishe  by  Avater,  fcAve  or  none  escapid  ; Avliiche  provicion  of  boats, 
as  a thing  not  sene  or  then  to  haue  bene  usid,  proA’e  this  mattier  to  haue  beene  before 
proposid  & thought  of.  And  after  this  great  mo'der  comittid  upon  yo''  Ma^'^®  subiects, 
yo''  said  suppliaunt  Avas  lede  a captiA'O  by  the  said  Erie  of  Ormond  to  a p’A'^ate  prison  of 
iiis  OAvne,  Avher  no  man  Avas  sufferid  to  specke  Av^h  yo''  said  suppliant,  but  suche  as 
pleased  the  said  Erie  of  Ormond,  and  notAV^''standing  that  yo''  highnes  L.  Jxtstice,  think- 
ing not  meet  that  an  erle  should  remayn  in  dures  in  the  privat  prison  of  any  subiect, 
did  addresse  his  1*''’®  at  seuerall  tyuies  for  th’  enlardgement  of  yo''  said  suppliaunt  yet 
contrary  to  the  tenno''  & effect  of  the  said  1''''®,  and  to  the  great  contempt  of  yo''  highnes 
state  there,  he  was  not  enlarged  till  long  tyme  after  it  pleased  the  said  Erie  of  Ormond 
A:  his  officers  to  assent  therunto,  so  at  length  he  Avas  broughte  by  the  said  Erie  to  the 
cyttie  of  Waterfourd,  Avith  soandingof  trumpett  and  gimne  shott,  in  sucho  tryumphant 
sort  as  though  he  Avere  an  open  cneuiye  or  traytours  rebell  to  yo''  highnes,  the  Avhole 
inhabitaunts  of  the  cyttie  staring  & Avondering  & diuersly  speking  thereon,  to  yo''  sa.id 
suppliaunts  shame  slander  & dishonor ; and  notAA^thgtanding  yo''  highnes  L.  Justice  & 
counsell  being  then  in  the  cyttie,  the  said  Erie  of  Ormond,  to  agment  av^Ii  his  contempt, 
kept  yo''  said  suppliant  in  dures  av^''  him  the  space  of  ii  or  iii  nights,  tyll  by  meanes  of 
vo''  L.  Justice  there  he  Avas  delixiered  into  his  hands,  and  to  the  augmentacion  of  the 
contumacie  & disobedience  of  the  said  erle  against  yo'' highnes  auctoritie  & laAves,  he 
Sc  the  said  Sir  Morish  did  kepe,  & yet  doth,  for  aught  yo*'  suppliant  knoAvith,  in  their 
seueral  p'A'ate  jayles,  diuers  of  yo''  highnes  subiects,  seru®nts  to  yo'' said  suppliant,  refus- 
ing to  bring  them  to  their  aunsAvers  before  5m''  Mats  L.  Justice  and  counsell,  thinking 
to  put  them  as  it  should  seame  to  their  fines  & I’amsons,  to  the  notoriouse  & eAull  ex- 
ample of  all  those  that  are  contempners  ofyo''  Mat®laAves.  And  yet  the  said  Erie,  not  so 
sattisfied  by  all  these  former  inyuries  ofierid  to  yo''  said  suppliant,  and  in  further  con- 
tempte  of  yo''  highnes  laAA^es  sent  for  one  John  Fitz  Gerrott,  a seru^'iit  of  yo''  said  suppliant, 
under  pretense  to  ha\-e  spoken  him,  abowtte  eight  of  the  clock  at  night,  av^^  comyng 
to  the  said  Erie  Avas  sodenly  imp’sonid  in  a hand  boke  and  by  Avater  conveighed  to  the 
house  of  one  Patricke  Foster,  sei'unt  to  th  erle  of  Ormond,  named  the  Clogaghe  Avt"  in  the 
con"*'®  of  Kylkeny,  Avher,  hither  to  for  aught  yo''  said  suppliant  know*'*,  he  is  kept  in 
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straight  dures,  w^'‘out  eny  just  cause  or  collo''  of  right,  and  yet  the  said  erle  having  no 
regard  to  the  amendement  of  eny  his  former  misdemeano''®,  but  rather  as  one  persisting 
in  the  same,  and  illing  to  attempt  farther  as  it  should  [seem],  by  reason  no  punishements 
was  extended  unto  him  for  the  premiss,  ahowts  a xii  or  xiii  dales  after,  did  by  like  engine 
as  before,  and  by  his  owne  auctoritie  as  it  weare,  setting  at  naught  yo""  Ma^®,  take  one 
Gerrot  Fitz  John,  sty  ward  to  yo''  said  suppliant,  and  him  detayned  in  his  owne  private 
prison  the  space  of  v or  vi  dales  contrary  to  aU  lawe  &:  justice,  notw^hstanding  any 
meanes  that  myght  be  used  by  the  L.  Justice  & Counsell  commaunding  him  to  the  con- 
trary, wherhy  suche  terror  &:  feare  was  dryven  into  the  harts  of  all  yo>^  said  suppliants 
servants  & followers,  as  none  durst  come  out  of  his  contrey  unto  him  w^^  any  kinde  of 
necessary  furniture  or  reliefe,  to  his  no  small  incommoditie  & discomfort,  w^h  hath  brought 
yo''  said  suppliant  to  suche  extremitie,  that  he  is  not  hable  to  manteyne  himself  accord- 
ing to  his  estate  & calling,  but  is  enforced  to  live  w^^  neede  & want  in  an  unwounted 
wise.",The  premiss  considerid.  May  it  please  yo*'  excellent  Ma*‘®,  of  yo'"  accustomid  zeale 
in  executing  J ustice  and  reliving  of  the  afilictid,  to  consider  herof,  as  to  yo*'  excellency 
shall  seme  moost  convenient.  And  yo*  said  suppliant  shall  pray  to  the  highest  for  the 
long  preseruacion  of  yo*  Ma^®  most  prosperous  reigne.” 


Answer  of  the  Earl  of  Ormonde.  Public  Record  Office,  State  Papers, 
Eliz.,  Ireland,  Yol.  xiii..  No.  56. 

“ The  answeare  of  Thomas  Erie  of  Ormond  to  the  Byll  of  compB  of  Gerald  Erie  of 
Desmounde. 

“ The  said  Erie  of  Ormounde  saieth  that  the  said  byll  of  compB  against  hym 
exhibyted  is  verey  untrue  and  sclanderous,  and  devysed  only  by  the  said  Erie  of  Des- 
mounde to  cloke,  hyde,  and  cover  such  his  unlawfull  and  evill  enterpryses,  as  he  hath 
oftentymes  comytted  w^^*  in  your  Highnes  said  realme  of  Irelonde,  and  not  uppon  any 
iust  cause  of  compB.  And  as  unto  the  message  and  request  of  friendshippe,  beinge  the 
first  matter  or  cause  of  compB  in  the  said  byll  mencioned,  w*^’*  the  said  compB  sermy- 
seth  that  for  the  affection  he  bare  unto  his  late  -v^-yffe  he  sent  to  the  said  deff^  the 
said  defft  saieth  and  confesseth  that  true  it  is  the  said  compB  sent  the  said  Gerot  Fitz- 
John  w‘**  suche  like  message  in  effecte  as  is  conteyned  in  the  said  byll,  but  whether 
for  amytye  or  frenshippe  or  rather  for  some  other  secrett  practise  and  deceyte  towardes 
the  said  defft,  the  sequell  of  the  cause  doth  best  declare.  Howbeyt  for  that  the  said 
compB  had  dyvers  tymes  therefore  maid  proffer  to  abyde  ord*  and  award,  touchinge 
the  causs  dependinge  betwene  hym  and  the  said  deff^,  and  wold  nev*  performe  the  same, 
but  under  colo*  of  faire  woordes  oftentymes  used  fyer  and  swerd  in  the  cuntry  of  the 
said  deffS  and  against  your  highnes  subiects  w^^in  his  domynyons  ; the  said  deff*  there- 
fore maid  answere  unto  the  said  messenger,  that  the  Lord  Justice  and  counsay le  wold 
be  shortely  at  "Waterford,  and  that  he  wold  stand  to  and  abyde  such  ord*  as  they  wold 
take.  The  w<^h  answere  the  said  deff*  thinketh  was  so  reasonable  that  the  said  compB 
ought  well  to  haue  liked  thereof,  and  the  deffendant  was  the  rather  moved  thereto  for 
that  the  said  compB  had  so  often  broken  the  orders  taken  by  the  Gouernors  and  Counsell 
of  Ireland,  as  the  said  defft,_had  thereby  the  more  cause  to  doubte  the  execucion  of  any 
order  that  should  be  taken  by  persones  of  lower  qualitiee ; and  as  to  the  goodes,  chattells 
and  rents  w=’*  the  said  compleynant  untruly  sermyseth  that  the  said  defft  should 
'v^'TongefuUy  take  receyve  and  deteyne,  the  said  deff'^  saieth  that  the  said  goodes  and 
chattells  were  eyther  belonginge  unto  the  late  Erie  of  Ormond,  late  father  unto  the  said 
deff  S 0*  comynge  of  th’  encrease  thereof ; and  that  the  said  defP  and  his  late  mother  were 
ionte  executors  unto  his  said  late  father,  and  that  the  said  deff^,  beinge  survyvor  of  the 
said  executors  after  the  death  of  his  said  mother,  did  receyve  and  take  the  same  as  by 
the  lawe  he  mought  lawfully  doe,  and  as  to  the  stayinge  and  recey  vinge  of  the  said 
rents  in  the  said  byll  mencioned,  the  said  deff  ^ saith  That  he  never  stayed  or  recey ved 
any  of  the  same,  albeyt  he  thinketh  he  mought  well  to  haue  done  for  the  some  of  one 
thowsand  pounds  or  thereabouts  in  w^^  the  said  compB  standeth  indebted  to  hym  ; and 
as  unto  the  compleynts  w*^^  the  said  compB  alledgeth  should  be  exhibyted  unto  hym  for 
certaine  felonies  and  robberies  comitted  by  dyvers  malefactors  under  S*  Morish  Fitz 
Gerald  in  the  Diecies,  beinge  parcell  of  the  howse  of  the  said  compB  as 'he  alledgeth, 
and  lyable  to  his  and  his  ancestors  destress  tyme  out  of  mynde,  he  said  deff<^,  not 
acknowledginge  any  such  auctorylie  in  the  said  compB  for  punisshinge  or  redressinge 
of  iniuries  comitted  as  the  said  compB  chalengeth,  praieth,  that  for  somuch  as  the 
said  matter  toucheth  the  said  S*  Morish  Fitz  Gerald  and  not  the  said  deff>^,  that  the 
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same  may  be  refen-ed  over  unto  hym.  Neverthelesse  the  said  Deff*  saieth  that  the 
hole  cuntry  or  terrytoryo  of  the  said  Decies  is  the  county  of  Waterford  and  clerely 
exempted  from  the  rule  and  ord‘‘  of  the  said  compP,  as  appereth  dyrectly  by  your  highnes 
recordes  in  Ireland,  and  so  neyther  lyable  unto  the  said  compP  his  distresse,  nor  never 
heretofore  hath  bene  used  rightfully  so  to  be,  neyther  by  the  governors  of  Ireland  hath 
bene  permytted  so  to  be  ; and  albeyt  such  offencs  had  bene  comytted  to  the  inhabytants 
of  the  said  compP  his  country  as  in  the  said  byll  is  mencioned,  as  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  said  deff were  not,  yet  the  said  deff thinketh  yt  neyther  was  nor  is  lawfull  for  the 
said  compP,  under  tytle  or  color  of  any  such  prescrypcion  by  hym  uniustly  chalenged 
w‘^1*  is  not  avalyable  in  lawe,  to  rayse  any  such  power  at  his  owne  wyll  and  pleasure 
and  w‘*'out  comyssyon  from  your  highnes  or  your  counsell  there,  to  make  invasyon  into 
any  parte  of  your  Ma^s  realme  of  Ireland,  and  in  warlike  manor  and  under  pretence  of 
reectyfyinge,  to  burne  your  subiects  howses,  to  murder  the  inhabytants  there,  and  to 
spoyie  them  of  their  goodes  and  chattells  as  the  said  compP  hath  done,  as  uppon  the 
declaracion  of  the  said  Morishathis  hy ther  comynge  more  plainely  shall  appere  : neyther 
was  the  same  any  good  meane  to  cause  the  said  S'"  Moriyshe  to  come  to  good  order,  but 
only  a plaine  declaracion  of  the  said  compP  his  over  bold  and  unlawfull  entente,  and 
occacion  of  the  harme  that  happened  as  by  the  said  compP  his  owne  confession  in  the 
said  byll  may  easely  be  perceaved.  And  as  unto  the  marchinge  of  the  said  deff  * in  battell 
raye  w^''  such  numb''  of  persones  w'^»  baner  displayed  and  trumpett  soundinge,  and  to 
the  residue  of  the  said  mysdemenors  in  the  said  Byll  untruly  sermysed,  the  said  deff‘ 
saieth.  That  he  havinge  intelligence  by  dyvers  persones  inhabytinge  in  the  said  compP 
his  cuntry,  That  the  compP  w^*'  great  power  was  determyned  shortly  to  spoyie  the 
deff  cuntry.  The  delf therefore  accompanyed  w^h  his  owne  servants  w^^  all  spede 
repayred  into  the  cantrede  of  Clonmell  beinge  w^^in  the  Terrytory  of  the  said  deffb 
leavinge  woord  that  his  bretheni,  S'^  Edmund  Butler,  James  and  Edward,  should  repaire 
thyther  to  hym  for  the  defence  and  maynetenance  of  his  said  cuntry ; and  procedinge  in 
his  iourney,  one  of  S''  Morish  Fitz  Garetts  men  metingethe  deff*  delyveredhym  a letter 
from  his  said  M'',  whereby  he  was  in  most  ernest  maner  requyred  by  the  said  S''  Morish, 
That  for  as  much  as  the  said  compP  did  ptirpose  to  invade  and  spoyie  the  cuntry  of  the 
said  S^  Morish  or  of  the  said  deff*,  and  that  the  said  S''  Morishe  had  no  place  of  succor 
or  refuge  for  his  cattell  within  his  owne  cuntry,  that  the  said  deff*  wold  fetch  and  take 
the  same  into  his  defence,  as  the  said  deff^  had  uppon  like  occacion  done  dyvers  tymes 
before,  upon  sight  whereof  the  said  defft,  moch  moved  at  the  ernest  request  of  the  said 
S''  Morish,  and  merveylinge  at  the  sti’aunge  dealinge  of  the  said  compP,  and  consideringe 
also  the  said  S''  Morishe  to  be  a free  subiecte  answerable  only  to  your  highnes  and  your 
lawes,  and  not  to  the  wyll  of  any  other  subiecte,  determyned  to  do  what  in  hym  lay  to 
save  the  cattell  of  the  said  S''  Morish  from  the  cruel  and  vyolent  spoyie  of  the  compP, 
and  to  conducte  the  same  under  his  defence ; and  travellinge  forwardes,  one  of  the  compP* 
men  named  D enough  Beg,  brought  woord  to  the  said  compP  (Lyinge  in  campe  at 
Whitechurch  iiii  myles  from  the  place  where  the  conflicte  was,  and  havinge  kylled  lx 
heaves  and  sent  for  wyne  to  Dungarvane  to  vyctuall  his  campe  mynedinge  to  have 
camped  there  that  night)  that  the  defF<^  was  goinge  over  the  mountaines  toward 
Dromany,  beinge  the  apoincted  place  by  the  said  S''  Morysshe  where  his  catteU  should  be 
recey ved,  where  uppon  the  compP  comaunded  his  said  servant  to  gyde  hym  the  next  way 
towards  the  said  deff*^  and  his  company,  sayinge  he  was  suer  to  fynde  their  horss  un- 
brydeled,  themselves  werey  after  their  travell,  and  skattred  abrode,  and  thereuppon  said 
and  accompted  aU  to  bo  his  owne  to  kyll  or  to  save  whom  he  liked,  w^^  his  said  woordes 
openly  disclosed  his  entente,  and  to  accomplishe  he  presently  put  in  uze,  and  sent 
forth  all  his  fotemen  before  towardes  the  said  deff*,  and  his  company,  w<^^  said  fotemen 
passed  and  retorned  over  the  high  way  so  nere  to  the  said  deff*  that  he  mought  haue 
kylled  theme  longe  before  the  comynge  of  the  said  compP,  or  before  any  releiffe  or 
succor  cold  haue  bene  brought  to  theme,  if  he  the  said  deff*  had  ment  hurt  or  destresse 
to  theme  (as  in  truth  he  did  not),  but  suffred  theme  to  depart  againe  unto  the  said 
compP,  who  presently  leavinge  other  highe  wayes  that  he  had  to  passe  home,  w*^'  his 
whole  power  of  horsemen  and  fotemen  joyned  together,  wold  nedes  geve  the  chardge 
uppon  the  said  deff*,  who  in  the  defence  of  hymselve  and  of  his  men  cold  not  chose  but 
w'*i'stand  the  charge  aforesaid  for  the  save  gard  of  their  lyves,  and  so  the  hurt  which 
the  said  compP  and  his  men  receyved  was  only  by  the  assaults  of  the  said  compP  and 
his  men,  and  further  the  said  deff*  saieth  that  rf  he  of  purpose  prepensed  had  intended 
such  force  or  vyolence  against  the  said  compP  (as  the  compP  sermyseth)  he  mought 
haue  brought  a greater  numb''  of  his  owne  men  then  he  did,  also  he  wold  not  haue  lefte 
the  greater  parte  of  his  galeglass  behynd  hym,  neyther  haue  suffered  the  more  part  of 
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his  men  to  leave  their  sherts  of  mayle  behynd  theme,  but  as  he  mought  haue  used  the 
helpe  of  a greater  numbr  of  his  o-^ne  men  then  he  did,  so  mought  he  haue  joyned  his 
force  the  power  of  the  said  S*'  Morishe,  he  did  not,  and  haue  taken  his  advan- 
tage of  the  complt^s  fotemen  as  aforesaid,  he  did  not,  neyther  did  the  said  deff  * leave 
the  highwaye  towardes  his  iourney  to  encounter  the  said  compT,  as  the  compT  left  his, 
neyther  had  the  said  deif  ^ any  ansynge,  banner,  drum  or  fyffe,  save  only  one  trumpeter, 
the  was  the  said  detf  t his  howsehold  servant  and  used  allwaj'-es  to  ryde  w^^  hym, 
who  sounded  not  untill  the  chardge  was  geven  uppon  the  said  deff  ^ by  the  said  compL  ; 
neyther  had  the  deff^  in  his  company  any  men,  save  such  as  he  or  his  bretherne  gave 
wages  unto,  ner  any  moe  hagbutters  in  his  company  save  only  to  the  numb‘d  of  viii  (if 
there  were  so  many)  w^^^  also  did  not  dischardge  ner  shote  of  at  all,  as  the  said  compl^ 
hath  untruly  declared,  for  that  the  deff  ts  fotemen  were  not  come  to  the  fyght  when  the 
compF  w^h  his  hole  force  of  horsemen  and  fotemen  sett  uppon  the  said  deff  In  w<^^  said 
conflicte  the  said  compF  was  apprehended  and  taken  and  dyvers  of  his  company  slayne 
of  their  owne  assaults,  the  certeine  number  whereof  the  deft’*^  knoweth  not,  albeyt 
he  is  well  assured  that  a great  number  of  theme  were  such  as  haue  bene  notoryous  and 
proclaimed  traytors  and  rebells  unto  your  highnes  and  your  said  realme  of  Ireland ; and 
as  for  the  imprysonment  of  the  said  compT,  the  deff*  thought  yt  his  dutye  to  kepe  hym 
saffe  as  your  highnes  prysoner,  tyll  your  further  pleasure  were  knowen,  havinge  broken 
your  Mat®  peace  uppon  hym,  burned  and  spoyled  your  Mat®  subiects  dwelling  under  St 
Morysh  Fitz  Gerald,  in  the  countye  of  Waterford,  & at  that  tyme  fyndinge  notoryous 
and  proclamed  rebells  and  traytors  then  in  his  company  and  dyvers  other  hayonous 
offencs  that  he  had  comitted  against  your  highnes  ; and  further  the  said  deff  t saieththat 
after  the  tyme  of  the  said  compT  his  apprehensyon  he  never  used  hym  amysse  ner 
restrayned  hym  from  accesse  of  any  of  his  frendes  to  hym,  savinge  that  he  did  not  suffer 
the  said  compF  to  haue  secrett  conference  w^^  theme,  but  at  the  compT  his  owne  request 
sent  hym  to  a knyswoman’s  howse  of  his  owne,  where  also  his  frendes  had  free  libertye 
to  come  to  hym  ; and  after  the  deff  ^ bringinge  bjm  to  the  cittye  of  Waterford,  savely 
kepte  hym  there,  untyll  to  the  Lord  J ustice  there  by  his  comaundment  he  was  delyvered  ; 
and  as  for  the  deteyninge  in  pryson  of  dyvers  other  persones  w^h  were  apprehended  at 
the  said  conflicte  the  said  deff*  saieth  that  dyvers  and  sundry  of  theme  haue  bene 
sythens  lawfully  condempned  for  dyvers  felonies  and  robberies  by  theme  comytted  in 
the  countye  of  Tipperary,  and  dyvers  others  of  theme  beinge  indicted  for  the  like 
offences,  be  deteyned  to  be  tryed  and  adiudged  for  dyvers  other  notable  and  notoryous 
felonies  and  robberies  by  theme  heretofore  comytted  and  the  done ; and  as  unto  the 
apprehensyon  of  the  said  John  FitzGeralte,  and  the  compT  his  steward,  the  deff^  saieth, 
that  he  havinge  perfecte  knowledge  and  intellygence  that  they  were  conversant  ayders 
and  succorers  of  Cormock  0 Conner,  one  of  the  proclamed  traytors  of  Ofaly,  the  deff^ 
therefore  caused  theme  to  be  apprehended  as  he  mought  lawfully  doe  by  warrante  of 
the  Lord  Justice  and  Counsells  Letfoes  ; and  further  the  deff^  saieth  that  the  said  compT 
before  this  tyme  hath  dyvers  and  sundry  tymes  threatened  to  murder  and  kyll  the  said 
deff  and  hath  layed  ambusshes  to  kyll  hym  in  his  owne  cunlry,  and  hath  reported  he 
wold  haue  the  deff*  his  head  stricken  of,  if  he  hawked  or  hunted  in  the  hart  of  bis 
owne  cuntrye.  By  reason  whereof  yt  stode  the  defft  uppon  for  savegard  of  his  owne 
liffe  to  have  good  gard  allwaies  about  hym  ; Also  the  said  compB  in  contempt  of  all 
proclamacions  sett  forth  by  your  Ma^®  to  the  contrary  hath  adyed  mayneteyned  and 
encoraged  the  Forks,  Ryans,  and  Gracs,  notable  traytors  and  rebells,  w<=h  spoyled  and 
burned  the  deff*®  cuntrye,  comytted  horryble  murders  w^hin  the  same  uppon  yoi;r 
highness  ubiects,  and  haue  sundry  tymes  sought  meane  to  kyll  the  deff^ ; and  the  said 
compB  also  sythens  the  last  comyng  over  into  England  of  th’  erle  of  Sussex,  your  Ma^® 
leveten®nte,  hath  receyved,  ayded  and  maynteyned  the  0 Brenes,  the  0 Conors  and 
0 Mores  beinge  proclaimed  traytors  and  rebells,  who  haue  contynually  rebelled  against 
your  highnes,  and  haue  some  of  theme  ioyned  alyaunce  w^^  Scotts  and  brought 
dyvers  of  theme  into  Ireland,  and  haue  spoyled  your  highnes  subiects  w^Mn  the 
Englishe  pale,  as  well  in  Offaly  and  Leix  as  in  the  counties  of  Kyldare,  Catharlaghe, 
Kylkenie  andTypparie.  wastinge  and  consumminge  their  goodes  and  chattells,  burninge 
their  howses  and  murderinge  men  women  and  childers,  not  sparinge  any  cruelty  they 
mought  haue  used  w^h  fyer  and  swerd  (the  said  compB  beinge  the  only  refuge  and 
succor  of  the  said  rebeUyouse  malefactors).  Also  the  compB  hath  releved  and 
kept  in  his  cuntry  a great  number  of  souhlyours  of  the  notoryous  proclamed 
traytors  of  the  0 Bryens,  w^"^  haue  bene  exyled  and  banished  by  your  highnes 
leveten^nte  Th’  erle  of  Sussex,  by  your  highnes  comaundm*,  out  of  Thomonde,  not 
able  to  abyde  our  rest  in  any  place  iit-re  hande,  haue  bene  ayded  and  mayneteyned 
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by  the  compP,  as  of  late  he  did  in  sendinge  three  hundred  armed  galeglass  to  ayd 
and  succor  theme  as  the  said  defft  is  -^i^ell  able  to  prove,  Also  the  said  Traytor  Cor- 
mock  0 Connor,  havinge  of  late  practised  to  bringe  a power  of  men  out  of  Scotland 
into  Ireland,  hath  bene  secretly  kept  in  the  said  Erie  of  Desmondes  cuntry,  dyvers  mes- 
sengers have  secretly  passed  betwene  the  said  compT  and  Shane  0 Nell,  and  dyvers  other 
secrett  confederacies  and  practiss  to  noe  good  entent  or  purpose.  And  further  the  deff^ 
saieth  that  he  hath  a boke  conteigninge  dyvers  artycles  of  murders,  burninges,  spoyles 
and  other  grevous  offences  corny tted  by  the  said  compP.,  his  brother,  servantes  and  re- 
tynewe,  w'^h^  ^11  other  the  premisses,  the  deff^  is  readie  to  verefye  and  prove  and  to 

showe  to  your  highnes,  w'^h  said  unlawfull  factes  and  disobedyence  before  remembred,  in 
manor  and  forme  before  comytted,  besides  dyvers  and  many  other  great  offences  not 
here  remembred,  doth  derectly  prove  that  the  said  compff  did  mynd  & entend  in  the 
said  confficte  and  affray  to  murd^  & kyll  y^  said  deff*^  & his  said  company,  if  god 
almightie  had  not  succored  & releved  theme : of  all  w^^  y*“  p'^misses,  together 
the  afflicted  stayte  of  the  said  realme  of  Ireland,  beinge  maid  of  late  through  the 
most  cruell  & unlawfull  delinges  of  the  said  compT  more  myserable  then  heretofore, 
the  said  deff^  most  humbly  besecheth  your  highnes  to  haue  consideracion  of ; w^hout 
that  the  said  compP,  after  the  said  destresse  in  the  said  bill  mencioned  supposed  to  be 
taken,  did  quyetly  depart  home  wardes  w^^out  any  hostylytie  attempted,  or  that  the  said 
compT  had  no  greater  number  of  horsemen  & fotemen  then  in  the  said  byll  is  men- 
cioned, or  that  the  said  deff^  had  in  his  company  such  numV  of  horsemen,  kernes  and 
galeglasses  as  in  the  said  byU  is  also  untriily  sermysed,  or  that  he  had  in  his  company 
any  horsemen  other  then  such  as  he  or  his  bretheme  geve  wages  unto,  or  that  the 
compR  did  what  in  hym  lay  to  haue  observed  your  i\Ia^®  peace,  or  that  the  deff^  was 
causer  or  begynner  of  the  said  conflicte  and  affraye,  or  that  the  compT  was  enforced  of 
necessyty  to  encounter  the  deff^,  or  y^  he  had  but  only  y^  way  homeward  w<=h  the  deff^ 
kept,  or  yt  the  compT  was  strocken  downe  or  wounded  otherwise  then  of  necessitie  he 
must  haue  bene  for  y®  safgard  of  the  lyves  of  those  y^  he  assaulted,  or  yt  the  deff^ 
chased  the  servantes  of  the  compT  by  the  space  of  ii  myles,  or  that  the  greaf  numb’’  of 
the  said  persones  yt  were  slayne  were  innocents  w^^out  weapon  and  such  as  came  to 
have  restitucion  & satisfaction  of  their  goodes  & chattells,  or  yt  the  residue  of  y<^  said 
compb  his  Company  that  escaped  y*^  conflicte  were  murdred  w^ti  stones,  staves  and  other 
weapons  in  y®  ryv^,  or  that  y®  said  ryv*'  was  freyghted  w^^  botes  for  the  same  purpose  to 
y®  knowledg  of  this  deff*,  or  y®  the  said  matter  was  before  purposed  & thought  of  by  the 
defft,  or  y^  the  said  compff  was  kepte  or  deteyned  in  pryson  in  any  other  manor  or  forme 
then  heretofore  in  this  answere  is  confessed,  or  y^  the  deff^  contrary  to  the  tenor  & ef- 
fecte  of  the  Lord  iustice  Lettres  deteyned  the  compT  in  pryson,  or  yt  the  deff^  doth 
wrongefully  deteyne  in  pryson  any  of  the  compT®  servants,  or  doth  wrongefully  fyne 
& ransome  theme,  or  y*  he  the  said  deff*  did  wrongefully  take  and  imprysone  the  said 
John  Fitz  Gerot  and  the  said  Gerott  Fitz  John,  or  that  the  said  compR  by  the  meane  of 
the  deff*^  is  dryven  to  such  nede  wante  and  necessytie  as  in  the  Byll  is  also  most  slan- 
derously and  untruly  sermised,  And  w^i^out  that  there  is  any  other  matter  or  thinge  in 
the  said  byll  conteyned  materyall  to  be  answered  unto  and  not  here  in  this  answere 
suffycyently  confessed  and  avoyded  denyed  or  traversed  is  true  : aU  w®^  matters  the 
said*  deff*^  is  readie  to  averr  and  prove  as  your  highnes  wyll  award,  and  praieth  as  he 
before  in  this  said  answere  hath  praied 

Dorso  [in  Lord  Burghley’s  hand.]  “ 6 Junii  1565. 

“ Th’erle  of  Ormonds  answ.” 


The  Queen’s  Letters  to  the  Earls  of  Ormond  and  Desmond.  Public 
Record  Office,  State  Papers,  Ireland,  Eliz.,  Vol.  xii.,  Nos.  39  and  40. 

“To  th’erle  of  Ormond. 

“ "NVe  grete  you  well.  We  cannot  but  mislike  very  much  to  understand 

that  you  «&:  the  Erie  of  Desmond  have  mett  in  such  manner  of  hostility  one  against  the 
other  wt  so  great  nomber  of  o’'  subjects,  contrary  to  our  peace  & directly  against  such 
orders  & bonds  as  both  of  you  have  heretofore  acknowledged  for  th  observing  of  the 
peace  & obeyeng  of  orders  to  be  taken  betwixt  you  & the  said  Erie  by  our  commis- 
sioners, nevertheles  considering  we  are  not  yet  certenly  informed  otherwise  then  by 
yo'-  owne  Lettre  & a short  report  from  y®  Justice  there  how  this  disorder  begann,  nether 
w®^  of  you  is  principally  in  the  faulte,  we  have  thought  it  metest  to  have  you  both 


[From  Dinelcy’s  Tour  in  Ireland,  Temp.  Chas.  II.] 
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to  make  yo*’  repaire  to  o'"  presence,  meaning  thereby  & by  other  good  meanes  not  only 
to  understand  the  maner  of  this  disorder  from  the  begining  to  the  ending,  but  also 
ther  upon  to  reforme  the  same  as  reason,  wheresoever  we  shall  find  the  fault  iustly 
to  be.  And  therfore  we  will  & command  you  to  make  yo*^  repaire  hither  to  us  w^  such 
convenient  spede  as  using  the  advyse  therein  of  o*'  Justice  shall  seme  mete  & agreable 
for  the  repose  & quietnes  of  yo'’  contrey.  And  because  it  shall  be  mete  for  you  to 
leave  some  person  of  creditt  to  governe  the  contrey  in  yo'  absence,  we  will  & charg 
you  tcrhave  good  regard  that  the  same  be  preserved  in  quietnes,  & that  due  obedience 
may  be  shewed  to  such  as  we  have  given  our  Justice  in  commandment  to  appoint  to 
remayn  in  those  parts  on  o'  behalf. 

‘‘  To  th’erle  of  Desmond. 

“We  grete  you  well.  We  mislike  very  much  to  heare,  as  we  have  of  late  by  report, 
that  you  & th’erle  of  Ormond,  being  both  accompanied  & fortefied  w<^  great  multitude  of 
o'  subiects,  in  hostile  manner  have  fought  together,  & therby,  besides  that  yo'self  was 
hurt,  no  small  nomber  of  o'  subiects  have  been  slayne  to  o'  great  discontentacion.  And 
because  we  perceave  our  peace  in  this  notably  broken,  our  people  & subiects  under  both 
yo' rules  day  ly  in  danger  of  ruyn,  & not  knowing  in  w‘=*'  ofyoutwothe  cause  of  this  dis- 
order is,  we  have  determined  & think  it  mete  that  both  you  & the  said  Erie  of  Ormond 
should  make  yo'  repaire  hither  to  o'  presence.  And  that  as  sone  as  o'  Justice  there 
shall  find  it  convenient  & agreeable  to  the  quyett  of  those  parts.  And  therfore  we  will 
& command  you  to  make  yo'  repaire  hither  w^out  excuse  or  delay,  other  then  such  as  o' 
Justice  there  shall  allowe  to  be  necessary,  to  whom  we  have  written  so  to  direct  you 
for  yo'  comming,  & to  cawse  due  examination  to  be  had  by  all  manner  of  meanes  of  the 
causes  of  this  late  great  disorder,  w^  the  circumstancs  ther  unto  due.  And  we  will  & 
charg  you  to  have  good  regard  in  the  committing  of  the  governance  of  yo'  contrey  in  yo' 
absence,  that  o'  people  & subiects  living  in  the  same  may  enioy  & kepe  quietnes  & 
peace,  and  obey  such  persons  as  o'  Justice  by  o'  order  shall  lettyou  knowe  that  we  have 
appointed  to  remayn  in  those  parts  as  o'  commissioners  for  governance  of  those 
contreys. 

Dorso  : “ M.  to  Th’  Erles  of  Desmonde, 

& Ormond,  20  Febr.  1564.” 

Lough-gur  having  been  mentioned  at  p.  48,  supra,  as  the  place  where  some  of  the 
followers  of  Desmond  lay,  till  cured  of  the  wounds  received  in  the  conflict  at  AfFane, 
we  may  mention  here  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  strongholds  of  the  Earls 
of  Desmond.  Thomas  Dineley,  who  visited  it  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  describes  the 
Lough  as  a large  moat  encompassing  an  island,  and  there  could  not  be  a better  descrip- 
tion given  of  the  peculiar  features  of  the  place.  The  plate  which  faces  this  page  is  a 
fac-simile  of  Dineley’s  drawing,  and  although  it  somewhat  exaggerates  the  natural 
conformation,  yet  we  can  vouch  for  its  general  faithfulness.  The  castle  and  bridge 
shown  in  the  foreground  were  built  by  the  Bourchiers  after  Desmond’s  fall,  but  the  old 
Desmond  fortress,  called  the  Black  Castle,  and  which  was  ruinous  even  in  Dineley’s 
time,  is  shown  in  his  sketch.  Of  this  castle  of  the  Desmonds,  as  well  as  of  a general 
view  of  Lough-Gur,  we  are  enabled  to  give  the  accompanying  plates,  engraved  at  the 
cost  of  Mr.  A.  Fitzgibbon,  from  drawings  by  the  late  G.  V.  DuNoyer,  Esq.  The 
island  in  the  lake  is  called  Knockadoon,  and  is  connected  with  the  land  by  a causeway 
(shown  in  the  plate),  solidly  built  of  stone,  432  feet  long,  by  22  feet  wide.  It  is  7^ 
feet  high  on  the  eastern,  and  about  10  feet  on  the  western  side.  It  was  the  only  approach 
to  the  island,  was  defended  by  a castle  (long  since  levelled  to  the  ground,  but  shown 
in  Dineley’s  sketch),  placed  77  feet  from  the  head  of  the  causeway.  The  foundations 
of  this  castellated  gateway  are  quite  visible,  and  are  23^  feet  square.  162  feet  farther 
on  is  a very  wide  and  deep  foss  ; and  177  feet  from  this,  at  the  insular  end  of  the 
causeway,  still  ^tand  the  ruins  of  a fortified  gateway,  from  which  a strong  wall  was 
drawn  along  the  edge  of  the  lake  till  it  met  the  Black  Castle.  ‘ This  castle,’  observes 
Dineley,  ‘ during  the  time  of  the  Irish  Rebellion  was  always  a garrison  for  one  side  or 
the  other ; beside,  being  in  an  island  of  above  a mile  in  circumference,  encompassed 
with  a large  and  deep  Lough  or  Poole,  it  was  a receptacle  not  only  for  man  but  beasts  to 
defend  from  the  enemy.  Lough-gur  is  seven  miles  from  Limerick.’  See  ‘Journal,’ 
vol.  vi.,  p.  195.  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald,  of  The  Cottage,  whose  residence  is  close  by,  in 
whom  the  antiquities  of  the  locality  possess  an  efficient  and  zealous  guardian,  and  to 
whose  information  we  are  indebted  for  the  measurements  and  details  of  the  causeway 
and  its  defences,  adds  that  this  Earl  Garret,  taken  prisoner  at  AfFane,  and  who,  after- 
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wai’ds,  by  his  unhappy  rebellion,  worked  the  ruin  of  his  house,  is,  in  popular  tradition, 
the  guardian  spirit  of  Lougli-gur.  He  is  held  beneath  its  waters  by  enchantment, 
which  will  cease,  and  he  shall  return  to  life,  when  the  silver  shoes  of  his  grey  charger, 
which  he  rides  over  the  surface  of  the  lake  once  in  seven  years,  are  worn  out. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  the  waters  of  the  lake  were  lowered  by  drainage  works, 
and  the  causeway  is  no  longer  the  only  approach  to  the  island.  When  the  waters  were 
drawn  off,  great  store  of  antiquities,  ranging  from  the  stone  and  bronze  period  down  to 
historic  ages,  were  found,  thus  proving  that  Lough-gur  was  a stronghold,  even  in  pre- 
historic times — a fact  no  less  patent  from  the  wonderful  megalithic  remains  which 
encircle  its  shores.  It  is  firmly  believed  by  the  people  that  those  engaged  in  the 
draining  of  the  lake  have  been  all  visited  by  the  retributive  punishments  of  death 
or  exile. 


Page  22,  line  48.  Remained  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  London. 

During  Desmond’s  detention  in  England,  he  wrote  several  letters  protesting  his 
loyalty,  and  of  one  of  these,  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  A.  Fitzgibbon,  we  are  here  enabled 
to  submit  to  the  Association  a fac-simile  executed  by  Netherclift  of  London.  The  letter 
reads  as  follows  : — 

“ In  most  humbliest  wise  my  duetie  to  your  honourable  estates  rcmembrid.  For  as 
rnocli  as  I vnderstand  that  swete  is  made  by  my  Brothei’,  S''  John,  to  haue  a chardge 
into  the  west  partes  of  Ireland  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebelles  ther,  the  whiche  if 
it  should  come  to  passe  would  gcve  me  an  occasion  to  thinke  that  your  honnours  do 
either  suspect  my  trewe  and  loyall  seruice  towards  my  soveraigne  Lady  the  Quene,  or 
els  do  judge  me  vnhable  to  geve  them  the  overthrowe,  whiche  besedes  that  they  are 
traytours  to  her  Ma*-*'^  so  haue  they  bene  vttor  enemyse  and  spoylers  of  all  my  patry- 
mony.  For  answere  wherof  and  especially  for  my  good  mynd  towardes  the  Quenes 
ma^'p,  God  who  knoweth  the  secrettes  of  all  mens  harts  save  me  or  els  dampne  me  as  my 
hart  is  well  bent  towardes  her  hignes,  besedes  the  which  I haue  offred  good  Suerties 
for  the  good  perform ans  of  my  duetie  hereafter  and  that  for  the  ohtainynge  of  my 
Liber  tie  into  my  contrey,  whereby  I do  not  doubt  but  like  as  I am  best  hable,  so 
in  shortest  tyme,  and  that  with  lesse  chardge  to  her  ma^'®  I should  bothe  quiette 
the  contrey  and  bring  the  rebelles  to  utter  eonfusion.  These  are  therefore  humbly  to 
requeste  your  honours  to  stand  so  good  vnto  me  as  to  be  a meane  to  her  ma^'®  to  grant 
me  the  prefermente  of  the  matter  before  any  other.  Wherin  I shall  thinke  myself 
most  bound  vnto  her  hignes  in  wouchsafng  to  repose  so  greate  a truste  in  me,  and  here 
withall  I do  promisse  so  to  behave  myself  therin  as  that  her  ma^'®  shall  hereafter  haue 
good  cause  to  thinke  well  of  my  seruices,  and  thus  eftsones  requesting  your  honoxrrs 
to  stand  good  unto  me  I humbly  take  my  leave,  from  Sentleger  House  the  xx^^  of 
August  1571. 

“ Your  honours  most  bounden, 

“ Gerot  Desmond. 


“ To  the  right  honorable 
the  Queues  mat'®s 
most  honourable 
privie  Counsell.” 

As  will  be  seen,  the  body  of  the  letter  is  written  by  an  amanuensis — Desmond’s 
signature  alone  being  in  autograph.  Compared  even  vuth  the  handwriting  of  his 
contemporaries,  the  rudeness  of  his  autograph  is  remarkable,  and  it  is  probably  only 
a mechanical  “ mark,”  the  Earl  being  unable  to  write  more  than  his  name.  The 
italics  represent  passages  which  have  been  underscored  in  the  original. 


ERRATUM. 

At  page  G,  line  22,  for  Crobana  read  Crohana. 


2/^^r  an^lAulojra^of  Gerot ,Earl  <)f  Desmo7id^. 
(Emi  ^ Or^mal^  uv  i^Tu3hc2iecard  0/^,  ^ m^m.) 

7!&J^t£rd^.'^£S^.3Z^averSir€^(jndm.  W. 
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